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LAPFORD COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 

 

It really has been an incredibly busy half term at Lapford Community Primary School with many 
exciting learning opportunities for the children and a huge amount of preparation under way 
for our exciting relaunch as St Thomas of Canterbury CE Primary School, Lapford, after 
Christmas. 

 

Herons’ Exeter Energy From Waste Centre Trip 
At the beginning of the month, Herons enjoyed a visit to the Exeter Energy from 
Waste Centre, where they had a fantastic time learning more about how we can 
reduce, reuse and recycle waste to create new energy and products.  The day began 
with a tour of the impressive facility, which takes over 8 tonnes of black bin waste 
every hour to convert into energy for over 6,500 homes across Exeter and Mid 
Devon.  That most likely includes our own Lapford waste being used to power the 
school!  The children were polite, supportive and collaborative across the day and 
praised highly by the recycle centre staff and 
members of the public for their positivity and 
manners. 
 

Kingfishers’ Northcott Theatre Trip 
Kingfishers set off for their first trip of the year 
to the Northcott Theatre to enjoy a show by the 
Children’s Book show.  During the performance 
Alom Shaha, author of How to Find a Rainbow, 
shared his story with the children and 

conducted some exciting science experiments live on stage.  At the end of the show, every 
child was gifted a copy of Alom’s book.  As we have come to expect, all the children behaved 
fantastically and represented the school with pride, curiosity and enthusiasm throughout the 
whole visit.  Their engagement and impeccable conduct made the day a real pleasure for 
everyone involved. 
 

Robins’ and Kingfishers’ Nativity 
Christmas certainly took hold over the last couple of weeks of term and the children in all classes were busy preparing for their 
Christmas performances.  This year Robins and Kingfishers came together to put on a production of ‘Hey Ewe’ which is a modern 
retelling of the Christmas story from the point of view of a curious sheep who senses something special is happening!  They  blew 
me away with their fantastic singing and performing and their performance really gave us that warm, festive feeling that makes 
the time of year so magical.  The enthusiasm and confidence they brought to the stage was truly infectious, and it was wonderful 
to see them supporting one another as they rehearsed.  We couldn’t wait to welcome families and friends to share in the joy of 
their hard work and to celebrate the start of the Christmas season together. 
 

Mrs J. Wright, Head of School 
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DATES TO LOOKOUT FOR 
 

 
 

January 2026 
 

6th The ARK reopens after the Christmas break 
9th The ARK is closed 
9th School renaming day  
10th Men’s Breakfast, The ARK, 9.00-10.30am 
13th  Lapford Parish Council, Orchard Centre, 7.30pm 
13th Lapford Gardening Club, Quiz Evening and Financial 

Review, The ARK, 7.30pm 
14th Copy deadline for February Lapford Lookout, 6pm 
15th   Ladies of Lapford Games Night 

 

February 2026 
 

10th  Lapford Parish Council, Orchard Centre, 7.30pm 
14th Copy deadline for March Lapford Lookout, 6pm 
19th Ladies of Lapford joint meeting with Gardening Club 

 

Future Dates 
 

10th Mar Lapford Parish Council, Orchard Centre, 7.30pm 
14th Apr Lapford Parish Council, Orchard Centre, 7.30pm 
12th May Lapford Parish Council, Orchard Centre, 7.30pm 
10-12th July Lapford Revel 2026 
5th Sept Gardening Club Annual Show 2026 
23rd Nov Lapford Project 2000 AGM, Orchard Centre. 
 

Please send your Dates to Lookout For to 
lapfordlookout@gmail.com 

Lapford Weather November 2025 
 

Milder and wetter than average. 
 

The warmest day was the 6th with a maximum of 17.6oC, a 
new record for November, and the coolest was the 20th with a 
maximum of just 5.7oC.  The coldest night was on the 21st 
with a minimum of -3.3oC. and a grass temperature of -8.7oC, 
which should have given any tender plants something to think 
about! 
 

Total rainfall was 129.9 mm. The wettest day was the 11th 
with 25.7 mm. 
 

The windiest day was the 23rd with a gust of 39 m.p.h. 
 

This autumn has been milder and wetter than 
average, which is why the grass has kept 
growing. 
 

Andy Epstein 

LYPFT CAR BOOT SALE 
Despite the inclement weather 
the Indoor Car Boot Sale, hosted 
by Lapford Youth Playing Field 
Trust, raised an amazing £178 
for their funds.  We would like 
to thank everyone who came to 
support us - we had 13 stalls, so 
it was a full Hall and the kitchen was also busy serving 
breakfast butties and croissants.   
 

We aim to hold more fundraising events in 2026, so watch this 
space - we will be advertising them in the Lapford Lookout.   
 

LADIES OF LAPFORD MEETINGS (LOL) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please come and join us in The ARK at 7.30p.m. 
 

Thursday January 15th 2026 
Games Evening 
************* 

 

Thursday 19th February 

(will be a joint meeting with the Gardening Club) 
 

Sue and Jaine will be talking about 
A Year Beginning with a B 

 

We always welcome new members. 
Come and join us! 

FROM THE ARCHIVE 
 

Thank you to all the villagers past and 
present who have given memorabilia of 
village life to us over 2025.  They will be 
cared for as important pieces of 
historical value, remaining in the 
Archive and accessible for anyone who 
wishes to learn about our village. 
 

We are open every Tuesday morning  
from 10.00a.m. to 13.00p.m.  

Or email :  archivelapford2022@gmail.com 
Or if you leave a message on 01363 779462  

Your call will be returned. 
 

In 2026 we look forward to more Lapford bits and pieces 
finding a home in the Archive.  
 

From the team HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

There are no notes from the December meeting as it took 
place after this issue had been finalised.  We  hope to bring 
you up to date with both the December and January meetings 
in the February Lapford Lookout. 

The past, the present, and the future walked into a bar. 
It was tense. 
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN LAPFORD WELCOME YOU 
All the Churches welcome everyone to any of their services and social events. 

We look forward to fellowship with you. 

 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 
All are welcome—Refreshments served after services 

Contacts:  Churchwarden: Joan Graham - (e) jemg47@aol.com (t) 01363 83047 
 

Services: 
 

Sunday 4th January -   Christmas 2 10.30 a.m. CHURCHES TOGETHER NEW YEAR SERVICE 
      - in the Victory Hall with refreshments from 9.30 a.m. 
Sunday 11th January -   Baptism of Christ 9.30 a.m. Lay Led Morning Prayer 
Wednesday 14th January -    10.30 a.m. BCP Holy Communion (1662) 
Sunday 18th January -   Epiphany 2 9.30 a.m. Lay Led Morning Prayer 
Sunday 25th January -   Conversion of St Paul 10.30 a.m. Common Worship Eucharist 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAPFORD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

Contacts:  
Cat Seymour 884432  Helen Wyatt 07964 855677  Carol Worsdell 07368 860835 
email: lapfordcongregationalchurch@gmail.com 
www. facebook.com/lapfordcongregationalchurch 
 

Services: 
Services Sunday at 11.00 a.m. 
Communion will be held on the second and fourth Sundays 
 

Preachers for this month: 
4th  No Service - Joint churches together service at Lapford Community Church 
11th  All age service (Deacon led) 
18th Merril Archer 
25th No service  
 
 
 

LAPFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Contacts:  
Briony Clinch - Tel: 83666 
Email:  admin@lapfordcc.org.uk 
www.lapfordcc.org.uk 
 

Services: 
The Church meets every Sunday morning at 10.30 a.m. in the Victory Hall with refreshments served 
from 10.00 a.m. 
 

Connect Groups meet during the week at either 7.00 p.m. or 7.30 p.m. 
 

Please visit our website for information about the Foodbank and The ARK.  Our website will also give 
you more information about other Church activities. 

mailto:jemg47@aol.com
mailto:lapfordcongregationalchurch@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/lapfordcongregationalchurch
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LAPFORD BOOK CLUB - BOOK REVIEW 
Never Shaken, Never Stirred 

by Christopher Reindorf 
 

I soldiered through this book with an appalled fascination 
rather than with any high degree of interest.  It tells the 
stories of two sisters, Ann and Laura Charteris, who were born 
into a wealthy and aristocratic society family in the early days 
of the twentieth century.  At a time when well born ladies had 
no career other than to marry well the two sisters did 
precisely that, working their way through numerous marriages 
and illicit relationships until Ann married Ian Fleming, the 
creator of James Bond, with whom she had her longest 
relationship, living in an open marriage until his death.  Laura 
eventually married the Duke of Marlborough, a marriage that 
lasted just six weeks before the Duke died.  Laura then 
continued on her path through yet more relationships but 
hung onto her Dowager Duchess title for grim death.  
 

The author had obviously done a great deal of research before 
writing, but his almost obsessional litanies of the pedigrees of 
so many of those about whom he writes has a dragging effect 
on the flow of the book, and could have been better served by 
a series of family trees in an appendix which the reader could 
consult if needed.  Similarly, with the chronological jumping 
about it is difficult to follow the thread of the book. 
 

The interviews done with family members of the two sisters 
leaves one with the impression of two rather louche and 
unlovable characters who lavished their charms exclusively to 
seduce and entrap rather than on their nearest and dearest. 
One wonders how the two sweet little girls in the photo in the 
book, given all their wealth and privilege, turned into such self
-centred and cold people.  It is possible, however, that this 
impression is given by the 
clinical and detached way in 
which the author writes about 
the sisters. 
 

These views were not shared 
by all of the Book Club 
members, some of whom 
enjoyed the subject matter and 
found reading about Ian 
Fleming interesting, but I 
wouldn’t recommend it unless 
you are seriously bored or 
interested in the love-lives of 
the upper-crust. 
 

Prue Lambert 

REPORTING PROBLEMS REGARDING  
ROADS AND SERVICES 

 

Please report problems if you come across them.  The DCC 
website in particular will indicate if the problem e.g. a pothole 
has been reported already.  Public services do rely a great deal 
on reports from the public highlighting issues and potentially 
dangerous situations. 
 

Highways issues including potholes, flooding, blocked drains, 
signage, overhanging/fallen trees, debris on the road, 
streetlights not working  and other problems Google Roads 
and Transport Devon County Council and follow the Report a 
Problem link, or go straight to  www.devon.gov.uk/roads-
and-transport  For urgent issues phone 1345 155 1004. 
 

Environmental concerns including sewage discharges, serious 
pollution, riverbank breaches, river flooding contact the 
Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60 
 

Leaks from water mains, sewerage issues, water supply 
problems Google South West Water and open the Report a 
Problem page, or go straight to www.southwestwater.co.uk    
For urgent issues call the 24 hour helpline on 0344 346 2020. 
 

Fly-tipping, rubbish collections, planning matters and other 
non-urgent local issues contact Mid Devon District Council 
Customer Services on 01884 255 255 or go to 
www.middevon.gov.uk and click on My Mid Devon. 
 

Note that the current level of the River Yeo at Lapford can be 
checked at   
www.check-for-flooding.service.gov.uk/Station/3098  
 

Lapford Emergency Action Plan Team, Lapford Parish Council 

GOLDFINCHES 
 

Sometimes goldfinches one by one will drop 
From low-hung branches; little space they stop; 
But sip, and twitter, and their feathers sleek; 
Then off at once, as in a wanton freak: 
Or perhaps, to show their black and  golden wings, 
Pausing upon their yellow flutterings. 
 

John Keats 
(31.10.1795-23.2.1821) 

FOOTSTEPS 

 
One night I dreamed a dream.  

As I was walking along the beach with my Lord.  
Across the dark sky flashed scenes from my life.  

For each scene, I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand,  
One belonging to me and one to my Lord.  

After the last scene of my life flashed before me, 
I looked back at the footprints in the sand. 

I noticed that at many times along the path of my life,  
especially at the very lowest and saddest times, 

there was only one set of footprints.  
This really troubled me, so I asked the Lord about it. 

"Lord, you said once I decided to follow you,  
You'd walk with me all the way.  

But I noticed that during the saddest and  
most troublesome times of my life,  
there was only one set of footprints. 

I don't understand why, when I needed You the most,  
You would leave me."  

He whispered, "My precious child, I love you  
and will never leave you 

Never, ever, during your trials and testings.  
When you saw only one set of footprints, 

It was then that I carried you." 
 

         Author unknown 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport
http://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport
http://www.southwestwater.co.uk
http://www.middevon.gov.uk
http://www.check-for-flooding.service.gov.uk/Station/3098
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 LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY 
 

Making a Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is not just for older people!  Anyone can appoint an LPA; 
it means nominating a trusted friend or relative to act on your behalf and manage your finances, 
care or medical treatment if you should ever lose mental capacity either because of illness or due 
to an accident. 
 

The kinds of illness that may prevent you from making decisions for yourself include dementia, mental health problems, a brain 
injury, alcohol or drug misuse or the side effects of medical treatment.  Setting up an LPA doesn’t mean that you are expecting 
anything to happen but it’s something you may want to do in case something happens in the future. 
 

There are two types of LPA; property and financial affairs whereby you give authority to someone to manage and make decisions 
about things like buying and selling property, bank, building society and other financial accounts, welfare benefits and debt.  The 
health and welfare LPA gives someone the authority to deal with and make decisions about things like where you live, your day-to
-day care and your healthcare treatment.   With both types of LPA you can choose to give authority to handle all or just specified 
areas of authority.  
 

You can make an LPA either online at Welcome to GOV.UK or by downloading the forms.  There is a different form for each type of 
LPA and if you want to appoint someone to cover both you will need both forms.  You then register them with the Office of the 
Public Guardian and you will need to send a registration fee with the forms.  The Public Guardian then registers the LPA which can 
take up to twenty weeks.  They then notify you and your attorneys at which point the LPA can be used.  
 

You don’t have to be a legal expert to be a volunteer adviser at CA TNMWD as full training and ongoing guidance is given.  It is 
very interesting and varied work and demand for our services is increasing.  If you can give one day a week to help us support 
people in our local communities who need our help and advice, please do get in touch. 
 

Email recruitment@citizensadvicetnmwd.org.uk we’d love to hear from you! 

LAPFORD GARDENING CLUB 
 

We always like to make some foliage based Christmas decorations at our December 
meetings and this year was no exception.  Sandra Munday and Ron Harle produced 
a vast array of material and guided us in making a variety of decorations.  
  

Slabs of ash provided by David Bragg made a beautiful base for a table decoration; 
wisteria stems were wound into circles and covered with ivy to make hanging  
garlands or wreaths, and  pine cones were decorated to make hanging ornaments.  
Creativity abounded aided by mulled wine and mince pies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 13th January 
7.30 p.m. at The ARK 

Quiz Evening & Financial Review 
A gentle reminder to members that the subscriptions for 2026 are now due.   

Subscriptions (£20) can be paid in cash at the next meeting or by BACS (email trisha@mumfordj.plus.com for bank details).   
 

New members always welcome 

mailto:trisha@mumfordj.plus.com
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THE ARK 
 

We hope you all had a wonderful 
Christmas, and we wish you a Happy 
New Year from everyone at the ARK. 
 

We have seen an increase in community groups using The 
ARK, which is great to see and we hope that it continues.  As 
always we kindly ask that all users leave the space as they 
found it. Thank you for your support. 
 

During December we featured a beautiful display inspired by 
‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’.  Each piece was wonderfully 
individual and creative.  Thank you to all those that played a 
part for all their hard work.   Also a continuous thank you to all 
the volunteers and helpers involved in The ARK and to all 
those who come and spend time at the cafe. 
 

Please note that we will be closed on Friday the 9th January. 
 

The ARK Ladies 

LADIES MAKE A START ON CHRISTMAS 
 

We anticipated a large group for 
our November evening.  No doubt 
the word was out that Beccy had, 
once again, agreed to provide us 
with a craft evening.  She was at 
the door in good time staggering in with armfuls of colourful 
material and boxes of kit.  We busied ourselves preparing the 
room.  As before Beccy had prepared individual packs 
containing everything that would be needed to make some 
lovely tree decorations.  She must put a lot of work into 
getting these packs ready and it makes a huge difference. 
There is no confusion over what is needed and no time 
wasted, while people mill about trying to gather what is 
required. 
 

She showed us some examples of what could be made and 
demonstrated what we needed to do.  People were invited to 
choose their materials from the mound she had supplied and 
then the work began.  The room was soon full of activity and 
chatter.  Beccy moved around the tables offering help and 
gradually baubles began to appear.  The variety was 
impressive as people developed their own ideas alongside the 
suggestions Beccy had offered.  It reminded me of the days 
when my children were small and we made tree decorations 
together.  Admittedly the standard was considerably higher 
than the gluey lopsided tree hangings my family proudly 
produced but the spirit was the same.  There was that sense 
of satisfaction about having created something yourself that 
was unique. 
 

Refreshments were served amongst all the craft materials on 
the tables which was a bit risky but necessary as the crafters 
were much too involved to stop and make space.  We had the 
same problem as last time Beccy came which was how to 
persuade people to stop being creative and go home. 
Eventually people realised it was getting late and they began 
to collect what they needed so that they could finish their 
work at home.  I don’t think anyone managed to complete a 
bauble.  Some people were joking about the need to start 
early if you were going to make enough to cover a tree but I’m 
sure they could be produced quickly with a bit more practice.  
I expect Beccy knocks them up in no time! 
 

We were very grateful to Beccy for all her hard work which 

resulted in a very enjoyable and creative evening.  No doubt 

there will be a few Christmas trees around Lapford displaying 

evidence of another new skill learnt with her help.  
 

Sue Raffill 

LAPFORD FOODBANK UPDATE 
 

The Foodbank continues to be blessed 
by many local food donors who give 
regularly with extraordinary generosity, 
thank you to everyone who continues to 
contribute.  Your contributions are much appreciated. 
 

Also huge thanks to our fellow churches in Lapford who 
support the Foodbank in many different ways.  We are so 
grateful.   
 

The Crediton Foodbank has been incredibly helpful over the 
past two months and this December donated some of their 
supermarket donations to us.  Thank you to Helen, Wendy and 
all the team there for all the support. 
 

Finally, please do spare a thought for those who may be 
struggling this Christmas and New Year - the smallest of gifts 
goes a long way. 
 
Happy New Year Everyone!  Let’s make it a resolution to 
continue to spread the love we have for our community and 
to help those in need! 
 

God bless, 
 

Sue 

CREDITON ARTS CENTRE JANUARY 2026 
 

All events start at 7.30p.m. and full details can be found on 
our website www.creditonartscentre.org or from our termly 
publication found in many local stores. 
 

8 January  Music & Food: Jazz on the Green 
9 January  Film: German Expressionist Double bill 
16 January  Theatre: Fagin’s Last Hour   
23-24 January         Theatre: So Many Words                              
29 January            Film: Last Thursday Picture Show 
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If you would like a last resting place  
in beautiful countryside  
overlooking Dartmoor 

phone 01647 24382 and speak to 
Julie or Martin Chatfield 

www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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Viv Pulford 

Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Diploma in Foot Health,  
and BSc in Adult Nursing. 

 
Tel No 07827 779559 

 
Nail Cutting and filing 
Corn Callus Removal 

Deal with Fungal Infections / Thickened Nails 
Discounts for two or more people in same house 

 
 

For treatment in the comfort  
of your own home 

 
 
 

Quality hardwood 
logs cut to order 

and kindling 
 

All aspects of low 
impact forestry 

 
 
 

 

Call Josh on 01363 83908 or 07792 906258 
Email:  josh@mdff.co.uk 

www.mdff.co.uk 
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EX17 6QT 
 

TEL: 01363 83373 
 

Our professional workmanship is available  
in all of the following disciplines 

 
MOT class 4 & 7 (motorhomes & transits) 

Servicing 
Diagnostics 

Air conditioning 
Car sales 

Tyres 
Exhausts 
Batteries 

 
We offer a local vehicle collection service or  

courtesy cars for your convenience 
 

ATA & Bosch Accredited Diagnostic Technicians 
 

www.lapfordcrossgarage.co.uk  

 

A. White & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

 

Albert Road, Crediton, 
Devon. EX17 2BZ 

 

(01363) 772043 
Email: whitesfs@btconnect.com 

 

Members of the N.A.F.D. and S.A.I.F. 
Prepayment Plans Available 
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NICK TUCKER 
Qualified Carpenter & General Builder 

Working in the village for 30 years 
 

EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS,  
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS,  

DOUBLE GLAZING & CONSERVATORIES, 
DECORATION & GENERAL MAINTENANCE 

 
Prospect House, Lapford 

Tel: (01363) 83601 

The Old Malt Scoop Inn 
 

Opening Times 
Daily from noon until close. 

Food served from noon till 2.30 pm  
and again from 6.00 pm until 8.30 pm 

 
For details of special events,  
live music and quiz nights,  

please check our website or  
Facebook page….or give us a ring! 

 
www.theoldmaltscoopinn.co.uk 

 
Pop in and see us, email or give us a call: 
eatdrinkstay@theoldmaltscoopinn.co.uk 

01363 83330 
 

Catriona & Jonathan 

WEST COUNTRY PICTURES 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture Framing Service  
Available Locally 

Please telephone for an appointment 
Local collection and delivery  

can be arranged 

Rull Farmhouse 
East Worlington 

Tel: 01884 860978 
Email: brook@rullfarm.fsnet.co.uk 
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 OAK TREE 
SKIPS 
 
Mid Devon 
 
01363 
884284 
07773 
328514 
 

Email oaktreeskipandrecycle@gmail.com 
 
Find us on Facebook 
 

Specialist in  
Stone~Soils~Concrete~Sands 
Aggregates~Ceramics~Glass 

 
Sorry - No Plastics~Domestic  

Waste~Tyres~Hazardous Waste 
 

Registered Waste Carrier CBDU408323 
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Midmoors Electrical  

Services 
 

• House rewires 
• EV chargers 
• EICRs 
• Consumer unit replacements 
• Lighting solutions 
• Outdoor socket installations 
• Fault finding  

 

Fully qualified and insured electricians 
 

Tel: 07954 110569 
       07581 057191 

 

Email: wbellfield@gmail.com 
     nbellfield@gmail.com 

 

https://midmoorsdevelopments.co.uk 
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S.J.CARNE 
Independent Family Owned 
Funeral Directors 

Established over 60 years 
Personal Attention Day and Night 
 
 
 

Samantha 
Summerhayes, Ingleigh Green,  
Winkleigh, Devon, EX19 8AT 

Email: samjcarne@outlook.com 
Tel: 01837 680199 

 

Site Works 
Driveways 
Drainage 

Foundations 
Landscaping 

Septic Tanks 
Treatment Plants 
Retaining Walls 
Stone Walling 

Printed Concrete 

Mobile: 07976 641606 
Email: elwynkerry@hotmail.com 



Lapford Lookout   Page 15 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Special i s t s  in  Digi ta l  Aer ia l  & 
Sate l l i t e  Syst ems  

 
 

• Aerial Upgrades  
• All aspects of installation  
• Extra TV Points  
• TV Wall Mounting Service  
• Existing Aerial & Satellite 

Problems Solved  
• DAB/FM Radio Aerials  
• Free Telephone Advice  
• Free Quotation Services  
 

01363 777190               07841 644395 
kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 

www.kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

For all your domestic, 
agricultural  

and commercial pest control 
needs.  

 
 

From Rats and Mice to Wasps and Fleas, contact me  
for a quick, convenient solution to pest problems.  

 

I am fully qualified and insured.  
 

Based in Zeal Monachorum covering all of  
Mid Devon and surrounding areas.  

 

www.middevonpestcontrol.co.uk  
Tel. 07725 520466 / 01363 881473  

Email: enquiries@middevonpestcontrol.co.uk 

THE BIG SWEEP 
YOUR LOCAL REGISTERED CHIMNEY SWEEP 

 
 

 FOR A CLEAN AND  
EFFICIENT SERVICE 

PLEASE CONTACT RICHARD 
 

MOB: 07810 116798 
 

EMAIL:  
richard@thebigsweep 

northdevon.co.uk 

 Overworked or Stressed?        Achey muscles? 
Tense shoulders?                   Stiff back? 

  

 Massage Therapy in Lapford. 
 

Penny King 
VTCT level 3 diplomas in Holistic Therapies,  

Aromatherapy, Sports Massage 
 

Please feel free to contact me to find out more,  
discuss your needs or book an appointment. 

 

FB page 
'Penny King Complementary Therapist MFHT' 
Tel 01363 83091 
Mob  07851 726791 

MARTIN DOWN - 07812 513383 
 

GARDEN MACHINERY/ATV 
SERVICE & REPAIR 

 

NEW STIHL/VIKING MACHINES TO ORDER 
 

SECOND-HAND MACHINES 
 

COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY  

SERVICE AVAILABLE 
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Williams Fab & Vehicle Repairs 
Your Trusted Vehicle Service  

& Repair Centre 

07950 318121 
 

Serving Crediton, Lapford, and surrounding areas,  
we provide expert vehicle care for  
Cars, Vans, and Motorbikes with  

professional workmanship you can rely on! 
 

• MOT’s 
• Servicing & Diagnostics 

• Tyres, Exhausts & Batteries 
• General Repairs 

• Welding & Fabrication 
• Motorbike Servicing & Repairs 

 

Need a hand?  We offer a local vehicle collection service 
upon request. 

 

Contact Cameron on: 07950 318121 
Email: williamsfabvehiclerepairs@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/williamsfabvehiclerepairs 
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RURAL COUNTRY CARE 
 

We are a small local team providing a 
reliable, personable service to those who 

would like a helping hand at home.   
We offer the following: 

 

• PERSONAL CARE 
• HOUSEHOLD TASKS 
• MEAL PREPARATION 
• MEDICATION MANAGEMENT 
• MOBILITY SUPPORT 
• ONLINE GROCERY SHOPPING 
• LIGHT GARDENING 
• TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS 
• EMERGENCY CONTACT AND 

CALL OUT OPTIONS 
Competitive rates and 
regular time slots 

DBS checked.  Public Liability Insurance.  
References available.  Please contact us to 
discuss your requirements.  

  Sonia  07885 520380  
  Jemma  07773 011033  

8.00—2.00 

 
 
 
 
 

Your One Stop Country Shop 
• Farm Pet Equine & Farm Supplies 
• Open 6 days a week 
• Lord’s Meadow, Crediton 
• www.edwintucker.com.  
• 01363 772202  
• Free parking, friendly service, competitive prices 

http://www.edwintucker.com
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LAPFORD CHRISTMAS 150 YEARS AGO: A NEAR CHRISTMAS TRAGEDY 

It was 4.39 a.m. on Christmas morning, 1875, that the stillness of the silent 
night air was broken by the prolonged screeching and grinding of heavy 
metal.  A train approaching Lapford had hit a landslide just south of Bury 
Bridge where the A377 crosses the River Yeo as it enters Lapford parish. 
 

It may seem surprising that any train should be stopping at Lapford at this 
time on Christmas Day, let alone a monster train of 23 vehicles, half a 
kilometre long with three guards and over 60 passengers.  However, these 
were the times of 6-days-a-week labour when holy days offered a narrow 
window of escape.  The Christmas night service from Waterloo to Bideford 
provided a rare opportunity to see West Country family and friends. 
 

It was a dark morning and the impact with the landslide came without any 
warning.  The guard at the rear of the train had no opportunity to apply 
the brakes in his van, but the train driver did manage to shut off steam and 
place engines into reverse before jumping from the footplate. 
 

The sheer size of the train gave it great momentum, and the buckling and 
concertinaing of carriages and wagons continued for some distance along 
the track.  The train, its tender and 15 of the vehicles being pulled were 
derailed including all passenger carriages. 
 

The accident nearly brought tragedy.  The line, as it went round Cornbury 
Hill, was on a steep embankment above a quarry before dropping down to 
the crossing of River Yeo and Lapford Mill leat.  The engine finally stopped 
in a precarious position on the narrow river crossing and it was a matter of 
sheer fortune that it did not pull carriages down the embankment towards 
the quarry and river below, with almost certain loss of life.  One factor that 
probably saved the fate of passengers was the disagreement between 
competing railway companies concerning the gauge of the line resulting in 
the line being both narrow and broad gauge.  As the LWSR train left its 
narrow-gauge track, the rolling of the train down the steep embankment 
may have been prevented by the outer rails of its competitor! 
 

The railway telegraph enabled help to be summoned, and rescue teams 
arrived by daybreak from both Barnstaple and Exeter.  It is almost certain 
that Lapford villagers put aside their family celebrations and, in the season 
of goodwill, assisted in the rescue efforts that lasted most of the day. 
 

David Garton 
(Sources:  Rail accident report, National Archives, Kew; North Devon Herald, 30 Dec, 1875)  

Recent updates to the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) legislation 
mean stronger powers and clearer responsibilities for anyone 
walking dogs in the countryside — including on public 
footpaths. 
 

Key changes: 

• Unlimited fines for livestock worrying. 

• More animals protected, including alpacas and llamas. 

• Law now applies in fields, enclosures, roads and public rights 
of way. 

• Police can seize dogs, enter premises with a warrant and 
collect forensic evidence. 

 

What counts as livestock worrying? 

 It’s not just attacking or biting.  Worrying includes: 

 Chasing, running at, harassing or scaring livestock. 

 A dog being loose among animals and not fully under control. 

 No physical contact needed – stress alone can cause 
miscarriages, injuries or panic. 

Proper control – what it really means: 

 A dog is only under proper control if the handler can prevent 
it from approaching or chasing livestock at all times. 

 Leads must be short and secure. 

 Flexi leads + long lines often don’t meet the standard 
Off-lead control must be instant and reliable – hesitation or 
running towards livestock means it’s not under proper 
control 

 

Dog seizures: 
Dogs are not automatically destroyed.  Seizure is usually for 
evidence or to prevent repeat incidents.  Destruction orders are 
rare. 
 

Remember: 
Livestock don’t need to be bitten for an offence 
“Friendly” or “never done it before” is not a defence 
Walkers are responsible for preventing risk, not reacting after it 
happens.  These laws protect farmers and animals — please 
share to help prevent future incidents.  

DOG OWNERS & WALKERS – LIVESTOCK WORRYING LAWS HAVE CHANGED  
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 LAPFORD WEBSITES 
 

www.lapfordhistory.co.uk 
www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk 
www.lapfordvictoryhall.co.uk 

www.lapfordvillage.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/lapfordparishcouncil 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT  
OF THE FOODBANK 

foodbank@lapfordcc.org.uk 
 

We would be grateful for the following donations: 
 

Coffee, Tea, Long-life milk, Drinking Chocolate, Rice Pudding,  
Sugar, Custard, Tinned Fruit, Rice, Pasta, Pasta Sauces,  
Tuna, Baked Beans, Tinned Meats, Tinned Tomatoes,  

Vegetables, Carrots, Peas, Sweetcorn, Soups,  
Breakfast Cereals, Toilet Rolls and Hygiene products. 

LIBRARIES UNLIMITED 
HOME LIBRARY SERVICE 

 

Do you have difficulty in getting to Crediton Library and 
carrying heavy books home to read?   Would you like us to 
collect and deliver talking books, or large and 
normal printed ones of the kind that you 
enjoy, directly to your home free of charge?  If 
so, I will be happy to help.   
 

Crediton Library - Telephone: 01363 772578 

NATIONAL BLOOD SERVICE 
 

Donations can be made at 
Boniface Centre, Crediton, or at 
Chulmleigh Community College 

 

Call the donor helpline on 0300 123 23 23 
for more information or to check dates 

 

Do something amazing - Give Blood! 

LAPFORD’S DEFIBRILLATORS 
 

One is on the outside of  
The Orchard Centre in Orchard Way 

 

What 3 Words app location: 
emperor.stated.stapled 

 

Another defibrillator is at Rose Removals. 
It can be found in the red telephone box  

in front of the building.   
Access through the front car park and up the 
stairs, about 200 yards from the main gate. 

(Pedestrian access around the side out of hours). 
 

What 3 Words app location: 
inert.depend.smart  

 

A third defibrillator has now been installed  
at the Spar Shop at Lapford Cross.  It is round 

the side to the left as you look at the shop. 
 

What 3 Words app location: 
that.snowstorm.speaks 

LIVE IN MID DEVON AND NEED  
DEBT OR ENERGY ADVICE? 

 

The Citizens Advice’s Mid Devon team will be attending The 
ARK from 10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. on the last Friday of each 
month to allow people to chat with them about any issues 
they would like help with, particularly around Energy or Debt 
issues.   There is access to private spaces if necessary.  

 

NEED TRANSPORT TO YOUR 
MEDICAL APPOINTMENT 

OR A PRESCRIPTION COLLECTED? 
 

Lapford Voluntary Car Aid provides the residents of the village 
(including friends and family staying with you) with courteous, 
reliable, fully insured drivers to get you to your appointment 
safely and on time.  Bookings can be made by telephoning 
Grace Hill on 01363 83178.  Current fares are as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have LVCA drivers available to take anyone to have their 
Covid/flu vaccinations.  Please contact Grace as above. 

Bow Medical Centre - £6 
Chulmleigh Dental Practice - £6 

Chulmleigh Health Centre - £6 
Crediton (Breast Screening) - £7 

Crediton Community Hospital - £6 
Morchard Bishop Surgery - £4 

Redlands Health Centre - £7 
Witheridge Surgery - £6 

       USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

• Emergency numbers ~ 999 or 112 

• Childline ~ 0800 1111  

• Churches House Action Team ~ 01884 255606  

• Citizens Advice Bureau ~ 03444 111 444  
CAB Crediton ~ 01363 776210 (M, W, Th, 9-3) 

• Crediton Ring and Ride ~ 01363 773303 

• Crimestoppers ~ 0800 555 111 

• Dog Fouling/Fly Tipping ~ 01884 255255 

• Environment Agency Floodline ~ 0845 9881188 

• Farming Community Network ~ 03000 111 999 

• Gas Emergency ~ 0800 111999  

• Highways (roads/lights/potholes) ~ 0345 155 1004 

• Mental Health Support Out of Hours ~ The Moorings 
@Devon ~ Exeter:   07990 790 920 or  

 Barnstaple: 07850 927 064   

• NHS for non urgent medical needs ~ 111 

• Patient Participation Group ~ Bill Graham ~ 01363 83047 

• Police Non-emergency ~ 101 

• Power cut ~ 105 or 0800 6783 105 

• RABI 24/7 Support Line ~ 0800 188 4444 

• RSPCA ~  0300 1234 999 

• Safeguarding concerns and Social Services ~ 0845 6000388 

• Samaritans ~ 116 123, 01271 374343, 01392 411711 

• SHOUT ~ Text 85258 for help from crisis volunteers 

• Water leaks or burst mains ~ 0800 230 0561 
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 LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL — www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

Cllr Roy Andrews 

Cllr Sue Briant-Evans  

(Vice-Chair) 

Cllr Julie Down  (Chair) 

Cllr Steven Fletcher 

Cllr Bill Graham 

Cllr Peter Heal 

 

Cllr Alex Shapland 

Vacancy 

Vacancy 

Vacancy 

Parish Clerk - Rob Martin 

District Cllr Steve Keable 

County Cllr Steve Keable 

Mel Stride MP 

Old Bakery, Park Road, Lapford, EX17 6QJ 

Edgerley Cottage, Lapford, EX17 6AH 

 

Rafters, Lapford, EX17 6QP 

Larkrise, Eastington Ln,  Lapford EX17 6QE 

Pear Tree House, Lapford, EX17 6PZ 

Ashlands, Lapford EX17 6AE 

 

Homelands, Eastington Ln, Lapford. EX17 6QE 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 

07969 823256 / roy.andrews@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83763 / sue.briantevans@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

07756 363678 / julie.down@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07891 142436 / steven.fletcher@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83047 / bill.graham@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 884277 (home)/01363 775467 (office)/
peter.heal@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk  

07738 690937 / alex.shapland@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

~ 

~ 

~ 

07768 829511 / clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07967 655045 / skeable@middevon.gov.uk  

07967 655045 / steve.keable@devon.gov.uk  

02072 197037 / mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

LAPFORD LOOKOUT 
 

Contributions welcome 
 

lapfordlookout@gmail.com 
 

Deadline for inclusion in the next issue:  
6.00 p.m. on the 14th Jan for inclusion in the February issue 

 

TO CONTACT THE EDITOR 
 

Write to:    
Mrs. Beccy Fletcher,  Larkrise, Eastington Lane, Lapford, Crediton, EX17 6QE 
Tel:  07791 989142    
E-mail: lapfordlookout@gmail.com  
By hand: Use the box in The Orchard Centre or the Editor’s letterbox
  

Contributions are welcome, to be used at the Editorial Team’s discretion.  
 

Our Editorial Policy: 
Published monthly, the magazine welcomes contributions on any topic  
of interest. The editorial policy is to exclude anything of a political or 
personal nature and to avoid unnecessary controversy or ill feeling.  

 

Flyers and Inserts must be approved by the Editorial Team 
prior to publication and shall only be included at the  
discretion of the Editorial Team and editorial policy.  

 

Any requests for placement of articles on particular pages in the  
Lapford Lookout should be submitted via email to the address above. 

 

The views in this newsletter do not necessarily  
represent the views of the Editorial Team.   

© All information in this newsletter is copyright and may  
not be reproduced without the permission of the Editor. 

 

ADVERTISING RATES AND POLICY 
 

Lapford Lookout has a circulation of 600 copies and the advertising 
of village events is free of charge.  There is a charge for all other 
advertisements and current advertising rates, payable in advance, 
are: 
 One eighth page:    £7 per month. 
 One quarter page:  £14 per month. 
 One half page:   £28 per month. 
 Whole page:   £56 per month. 

Pay for twelve months and you get one extra month, FREE!  Please 
send all advertising requests to the Editor in time to make the 
deadline of the 14th of each month for inclusion in the next issue.  
Please allow sufficient time to make your advance payment which 
may be by BACS or cheque.  Payment details will be on your invoice. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE COPY DEADLINE FOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LAPFORD LOOKOUT  

IS THE 14TH OF EACH MONTH (except December) 

LAST POSTING TIMES AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 

         Mon-Fri     Saturday 
Eastington Cross  9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Woodland Cottage 9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Industrial Estate  9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Highfield   9.00 a.m.  7.00 a.m. 
Orchard Way  9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Saxtons   9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Morchard Road  9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Copplestone  4.30 p.m.  11.15 a.m. 

 

In addition, items left at the Post Office during opening hours 
will be posted that day via North Tawton. 

LAPFORD OUTREACH 
POST OFFICE 

 

OPENING HOURS: 
 

Monday 9.30 - 12.00 
 Friday    9.30 - 12.00 

 

Sending gifts or goods abroad? 
If you’re using Royal Mail or Parcelforce,  

fill in your customs form online while you wait. 
Scan here to get started. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A gentle reminder of the services we offer at the Lapford Post 
Office.  These include Car Tax, postage, home shopping 
returns, bill payments and cash deposits and withdrawals 
from all the major banks.  We also have a great selection of 
hardware, stationery, confectionery, and greeting cards for 
that special occasion.  Every transaction keeps us in the heart 
of the community.  Why not pop in, say “Hello”, and receive a 
warm welcome? 

http://www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:peter.heal@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
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NAME OF SOCIETY CONTACT TELEPHONE / EMAIL 

 

 

 

 

Adventure Gaming 

 

Community Equipment 

 
 

Friends of Langannerie (twinning) 

Friends of Lapford Mill 

Friends of Lapford School  
 

HOLD  

Home Library Service 
 

Ladies of Lapford (LOL) 

Lapford Allotment Society 

Lapford Amateur Dramatic Society 

Lapford Association Football Club 

Lapford Book Club 

Lapford Celebrations Working Group 

Lapford Church Green Trust 

 

Lapford Community Church 

Lapford CP School and Nursery 

Lapford Congregational Church 

 

Lapford Dog Club 

Lapford Emergency Action Plan Committee 

 

Lapford Foodbank 

Lapford Handbell Ringers 

Lapford High 5 (ages 7-11) 

Lapford Gardening Club 

Lapford Lookout 

Lapford Over 60 Club 

Lapford Parish Church  

Lapford Poppy Appeal Organiser 

Lapford Project 2000 (LP2K) 

Lapford Revel 

 

Lapford Victory Hall & Lower Town Place  

Lapford Village Archive 

Lapford Village Market 

Lapford Voluntary Car Aid 

Lapford Youth Club Management Committee 

Lapford Youth and Playing Field Trust 

Lower Town Place Gardening Group 
 

North Creedy Choral Society 

Nymet Rowland Village Pump 
 

 

The ARK 

The Friends of St Thomas of Canterbury 

 

 

 

 

Mr Warren Clayburn 

 

Mr Darren Crump 

Mr Steve Keable 
 

Marion Pratt 

Mr Alex Gater 

Mrs Stacey Lumsdon 
 

Mr Bill Graham 

Crediton Library 
 

LOL Team 

Mr Raymond Waldron 

Mr Ian Wilkie 

~ 

Mrs Jane Epstein 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

Mr Steven Fletcher 

 

Miss Briony Clinch 

~ 

Cat Seymour 

 

Mrs Sara Thurgood 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

 

Mrs Sue Yendell 

Mr Steve Munday 

Mrs Cat Seymour 

Mrs Trish Mumford 

Mrs Beccy Fletcher 

Mrs Jeanne Whittaker 

Mrs Joan Graham 

Mrs Caroline Noon 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

Mrs Stacey Lumsdon 

 

Mr Darren Crump 

Ms Audrey McCormack 

Mrs Stacey Lumsdon 

Mrs Grace Hill  

Mr Steve Keable 

Mr Roy Andrews 

Mr Andy Epstein 
 

Mrs Patricia Robottom 

Liz and Roland Smith 
 

 

Ms Lorraine Kigongo 

Mrs Prue Lambert 

 

 

 

 

01363 83095 / wmclayburn@gmail.com  

 

07960 715553 / darrencrump99@hotmail.co.uk 

07967 655045/ steve.keable@btinternet.com 
 

01837 82285 / marion174@btinternet.com 

07815 795918 / alex@lapfordmill.uk 

07891 556884 / friendsoflapfordschool@gmail.com  
 

01363 83047 / bg4847@aol.com 

01363 772578 
 

ladiesoflapford@gmail.com 

01363 83894 / ednawaldron@btinternet.com 

01363 83437 / i.wilkie45@btinternet.com 

lapfordafc@gmail.com 

07779 926342 / jane.epstein@hotmail.com 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

 07891 142436 /  

 steven.fletcher@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83666 / admin@lapfordcc.org.uk 

01363 83292 / admin@lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk 

01363 884432 /
lapfordcongregationalchurch@gmail.com 

01363 83081 / info@lapforddogclub.co.uk 

01363 83763 /
sue.briantevans@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07925 410172 / foodbank@lapfordcc.org.uk 

07798 684225 / steve@themundays.org 

01363 884432 / cathryn_seymour@outlook.com 

01363 83911 / james@mumfordj.plus.com 

07791 989142 / lapfordlookout@gmail.com 

01363 83068 / jeanne.whittaker@btinternet.com   

01363 83047 / jemg47@aol.com 

01363 83863 / lapford.pao@gmail.com 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

07891 556884 / staceyannlumsdon@gmail.com 

 

 07960 715553 / darrencrump99@hotmail.co.uk 

01363 779462 / archivelapford2022@gmail.com  

07891 556884 / lapfordvillagemarket@gmail.com  

01363 83178 / lvca2011.19@gmail.com  

07967 655045 / lapfordyouthclub@gmail.com 

07969 823256 / roy.andrews1950@icloud.com  

amepstein55@gmail.com 
 

01363 884495 / patricia@serafim.eclipse.co.uk 

01363 884446 / pump@incywincyweb.com 
 

 

07543 695258 / theark@lapfordcc.org.uk 

01363 83150 / pruelambert@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:wmclayburn@gmail.com
mailto:jeanne.whittaker@btinternet.com
mailto:archivelapford2022@gmail.com
mailto:lvca2011.19@gmail.com
mailto:r.andrews1950@icloud.com
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THE ARK 
TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

 

A huge thank you to the people who came along to the workshops in November to create such a 
wonderful display for Christmas.  What a diversity of artistic talent we have in our village! 
 

Some of the artists at work. 

 

Photographs courtesy of Jeanne Whittaker 
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Photographs courtesy of Lorraine Kigongo and Jeanne Whittaker 


