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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN LAPFORD WELCOME YOU TO: 
 
 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 
 

Vicar: The Reverend Robert Gordon - (e) vicar.ncw@gmail.com 

Churchwarden: Joan Graham -  (e) jemg47@aol.com (t) 01363 83047 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME - REFRESHMENTS SERVED AFTER SERVICES 
 

Sunday 1st 9.30am   Lay Led Morning Prayer: 
Sunday 8th 9.30am    HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Wednesday 11th 10.30am  BCP Holy Communion 
Sunday 15th 9.30am    Lay Led Morning Prayer: 
Sunday 22nd 9.30am   Common Worship Eucharist 
Sunday 29th 10.00am   Mission Community Eucharist at Coldridge 
       With blessing of shoeboxes for South East Europe and 
       Ukrainian refugees 

Sunday 12th November—Remembrance Sunday Service, 9.30 a.m. in Church, 10.45 a.m. on the Church Green 
 

 

LAPFORD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

Services every Sunday at 11.00 a.m. 
Communion will be held on the second and fourth Sundays 

Contact: Caroline Gilpin-Perkins 83674 Peter Lacey 07775 941505  
Cat Seymour 884432 Helen Wyatt 07964 855677 

Carol Worsdell 07368 860835 
email: lapfordcongregationalchurch@gmail.com 

www. facebook.com/lapfordcongregationalchurch 
 

  Preachers for October: 

 1st October -  Sir Roy Sambles 

 8th October -  4.00 p.m. Sharing Loss and Hope Service 
 15th October -  Merril Archer 
 22nd October -  All Age Service 
 29th October -  David Bulley 
 5th November - Mervyn Burd  
 
 

LAPFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

Meets every Sunday morning at 10.30 a.m. in the Victory Hall 
4th Sunday of the month is Family Service 

Fellowship Group on Wednesdays 7.00 p.m. upstairs in The ARK 
Contact: Briony Clinch - Tel: 83666 

https://www.lapfordcc.org.uk/ 
 

Please visit our website for information about the Foodbank and The ARK.   
You will also find lots of information about Church activities and on-line services.  

 
 

All the Churches welcome everyone to any of their services and social events. 
We look forward to fellowship with you. 

A SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION  
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 5th at 2.30 P.M. 

 An open invitation to all in the community to remember loved ones of any age, now departed,  
in a short ecumenical service to their memory.  It doesn’t matter when they passed away or  

where they now rest, whether here in Lapford or elsewhere. 
There will be a Book of Remembrance for you to record their names;  

you may wish to remember more than one person. 
 Refreshments will be served afterwards  

(November 5th is the first Sunday after All Souls Day, the traditional day of Remembering) 

mailto:vicar.ncw@gmail.com
mailto:jemg47@aol.com
mailto:lapfordcongregationalchurch@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/lapfordcongregationalchurch
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DATES TO LOOKOUT FOR 
 

October  

 

5th CPR Training Sessions begin in The ARK 
8th Harvest Festival Service, 10.00am 
10th   Lapford Gardening Club, Talk by Alison Bockh on Garden 
 Design, The ARK, 7.30pm. 
14th Volunteering Day, Orchard Centre, from 10.00am  
17th  Lapford Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm 
19th  Ladies of Lapford visit The Little Red Hen Studio and 
 Pottery, meet Orchard Centre car park at 6.00pm 
19th   Lapford Over 60 Club, trip to Plymouth Gin Distillery 
21st HOLD AGM, Victory Hall, 2.30pm 
26th  Lapford Over 60 Club, talk by David Garton, The ARK 
28th   Lapford Village Market, Victory Hall, 10.00am-1.00pm 
28th Cllr Steve Keable Surgery at Village Market, 10.00am 
 11.00am 
28th Parish Councillor in attendance at Village Market, 
 10.00am-11.00am 
 

November  

 

3rd Devon’s Ancient Bench Ends, 7.30pm Victory Hall 
4th Bow YFC Big Breakfast for Congregational Chapel Funds, 
 Victory Hall, 9am-12.00am 
4th Charity Crafty Christmas Coffee Morning, 15 Highfield, 
 10.00am—2.00pm 
5th Commemoration Service,  Parish Church, 2.30pm 
11th Draw for the Dancer, The ARK, 11.30am 
12th Remembrance Sunday Service, 9.30am in Church, 
 10.45am on the Church Green 
14th  Lapford Gardening Club, tba 
14th  Lapford Parish Council meeting, 7.30pm 
16th  Ladies of Lapford, Talk on Driving Safely 
23rd Lapford Over 60 Club, Christmas shopping at Clarks  
25th   Lapford Village Market, Victory Hall, 10.00am-1.00pm 
25th Cllr Steve Keable Surgery at Village Market, 10.00am 
 11.00am 
25th Parish Councillor in attendance at Village Market, 
 10.00am-11.00am 
30th  Lapford Over 60 Club, meeting, The ARK 
 

December 

 

1st Christmas Fayre open evening, The ARK, 6.00-8.00pm 
2nd Christmas Fayre in The Ark, 10.00am—1.00pm 
6th Lapford Over 60 Club, Christmas meal at The Waie Inn 
12th  Lapford Gardening Club, Social, 7.30pm 
16th Christmas Fayre in The Ark, 10.00am—1.00pm 
19th  Lapford Parish Council meeting, 7.30pm 
 

Please send your Dates to Lookout For  
to lapfordlookout@gmail.com 

LAPFORD LOOKOUT 
 

Contributions welcome 
 

lapfordlookout@gmail.com 
 

Deadline for inclusion in the next issue:  
6.00 p.m. on the 14th Oct. for inclusion in the Nov. issue 

NOTICE TO  
‘A LAPFORD RESIDENT’ 

 

We are unable to publish anonymous 
letters and your submission did not fall 
within the criteria of our Editorial Policy. 
Unfortunately due to no return details we have no other way 
to inform you of the situation 
 

The issues raised are not the concern of the Lapford Lookout 
and we respectfully suggest you take your concerns directly to 
the relevant parties.   
 

The Editorial Team  

DRAW FOR THE DANCER 
 

Painting kindly donated to 
raise money for Ukraine relief. 
 

The painting is on display in 
The ARK and draw tickets are 
available from there. 
 

Other prizes have been 
donated to benefit Lapford 
Revel funds. 
 

The Draw will take place at The 
ARK on Saturday November 
11th at 11.30 a.m. 
 

Be there to enjoy coffee/ hot 
chocolate and lovely cakes from 10.30 a.m. ahead of the draw 
taking place. 

THANK YOU 
 

Ian and Kate would like to say a big thank 
you to all our friends for their kind gifts 
and cards, and for being there with us to 
celebrate our special day. 
 

Regards. 
 

Ian and Kate Wilkie  

RED DEER RUTTING SEASON IS UPON US 
 

I thought I would write a short letter reminding everyone that 
it is that time of the year again when you may be able to hear 
Red Deer ‘roaring’.  This is because it’s the rut! 
 

Keep safe while listening, preferably stay in cars with the 
windows down. 
 

Don’t think that if 
you are walking on 
a footpath (in the 
countryside) that 
stags won’t chase 
you or your dog 
because they may. 
 

Have fun. 
 

Pat West 
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 GEORGE TUCKER RECALLS GROWING UP IN THE VILLAGE OF LAPFORD, NEAR CREDITON 
(Published in Devon Today December 2006) 

 

I was born at home in Lapford, where I still live, in 1928 and I’m the third generation of my family to live in the village.  We lived at 
Blackberry Gate, which is a house at the top of the village, built by my grandfather, Tommy.  Some of the building materials came 
from some cottages across the road which had burnt down. 
 

Lapford was a lot smaller then, and everyone knew everybody else.  There were a lot more shops in the village, with two baker’s  
shops, a butcher’s shop and a post office.  Now there’s one shop and a garage at the bottom of the village on the main road to 
Barnstaple. 
 

I went to Lapford School until I was 14.  When it closed a new one was built in the village, on Eastington Lane.  I went there to 
finish my schooling, and it’s now the village primary school.  In my day, the children who went away to school went to the 
grammar school in Crediton, but I stayed in Lapford.  It was very nice, just an ordinary school. 
 

We made our own amusements in those days.  We made our own go-karts and would race them through the village.  You couldn’t 
do that today, but there wasn’t very much traffic then. 
 

At Christmas, everyone went to church so it was quite a sociable occasion, but you didn’t get as many presents as children do 
today. I remember getting oranges, but not much else.  We used also to keep our own geese in the garden and we grew most of 
our own vegetables.  We used to have a goose for Christmas. 
 

One Christmas we had a goose that wasn’t big enough to eat, so we kept her and called her Lucy.  She used to follow my younger 
sister around.  By Easter, she was big enough so we all ate her - apart from my sister. 
 

When I left school, I worked with my grandfather and father as a builder.  My grandfather had his own firm, Tommy Tucker & 
Sons, and I worked there until the 1960’s.  It was quite hard work, but mostly local.  We used to have a pony and cart. The pony 
was called Topsy, and he lived in a field down the lane.  Later on we had the first lorry in the area.  After my grandfather died, the 
business was run by my father and my uncle.  After they retired, I worked for a chap called Kitch Pike, who still lives in the village.  I 
also did some carpentry and plumbing work. 
 

I became a bell ringer at St Thomas of Canterbury Church in the village before the end of the Second World War.  I took it up 
because they were short of ringers.  The bells weren’t allowed to be rung during the war because of the fear of invasion.  The bells 
would only have been rung as a warning if the enemy had landed, so l learned to ring them with the clappers tied to muffle the 
sound. There were two or three of us learning the ropes at that time. 
 

There were a lot of dances at the village hall during the war, and after, and a big party when the war ended.  There was a 
searchlight post in the village, and during the war the village hall was used as a mess.  If a German plane came over, they would 
put the searchlight on.  I can remember hearing the Exeter Blitz in 1942.  My mother’s father was in hospital in Exeter when that 
was going on, and she was very worried. 
 

I stayed at home until my mother and father died. 

GEORGE, BY MARGARET TUCKER (SISTER IN LAW) 
 

George was a very dear brother-in-law.  He was born in Lapford, and had an elder sister Margaret, brother Edwin Ted, and younger 
sister Beatrice.  I have happy memories of holidays we shared in Italy, southern Spain and Sand Bay, Weston Super Mare.  We once 
went to America, and George had a great time in the Casino in the hotel.  He was lucky and won enough on the slots to buy 
himself two new shirts in a shopping outlet!  He came in almost every Sunday until Covid to lunch with us.  We were all very close. 
He really loved my great grandson Jack and grandchildren Ian, and Jessica.  He loved children. 
 

He went to the Primary School in Lapford, leaving I think when he was 14, as it was back then, and worked first for  the family firm 
Tommy Tucker and Sons (Tommy was his grandfather), then for Kitch Pike until he retired.  He learnt everything in the building 
trade, bricklaying, plumbing etc.  He was very, very skilled.  He was a great gardener, tilling many runner beans and veg on the 
Plat, opposite Blackberry Gate.   
 

The Church played a great part in his life, going back to when Revd David White, was there and before.  He was, I believe, a church 
warden.  He was a bell ringer, from about 12 years old, and he and mother used to organise the annual ringers’ trip (I used to type 
out their itinerary).  Ringers David and Stella Drew were great friends with him.  He was the ringers’ captain for many years. 
Besides winding the clock on the church until it went electric, he also always hung the flag on the bell tower, plus he used to cut 
the church grass until his knees gave out and he could no longer do it, or get up the tower.  He also dug the graves for Andy White. 
 

After Blackberry Gate was sold, we helped him to find the bungalow in Prospect Way, and went with him to buy his new furniture. 
We organised his 90th Birthday which we held at our home.  We invited his relations, and a number of his old friends in Lapford 
including Canon Michael and Sandie.  He also played in a local skittles league and darts as well.  
 

He had two nephews, David Smith and Richard Webb.  We shall miss him so much. 

Out of respect for George the village bells that he rang for 75 years were sounded half-muffled for his funeral and the flag he had 
so often raised was flown at half-mast. 
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LAPFORD WEATHER AUGUST 2023 
 

Overall the monthly temperature remained close to average, a 
little cooler by day and a little milder at night than the norm. 
Rainfall was two thirds of average. 
 

The warmest day was the 23rd with a maximum of 25.0oC and 
the coolest was the 27th with achieved 15.8oC. The coolest 
night was on the 25th with a minimum of 9.1oC. The lowest 
grass temperature was 3.6oC on the 6th. 
 

Total rainfall was 51.6 mm, the wettest 
day being the 30th with 10.8 mm.  
 

The windiest day was the 18th with a gust 
of 31 m.p.h. 
 

Andy Epstein 

LAPFORD BOOK CLUB REVIEW  
The Little Old Lady Who Broke All the Rules  

by Catharina Ingelman-Sundberg 
 

The Little Old Lady Who Broke All the Rules is an incredibly 
quirky, humorous and warm-hearted story about growing old 
disgracefully – and breaking all the rules along the way! 79-
year-old Martha Andersson dreams of escaping her care home 
and robbing a bank. 
 

There are five friends living in a care home in Stockholm. They 
become increasingly unhappy with their care as the care home 
make ‘cut backs’.  While watching TV one day, Martha sees a 
programme about the prison system and decides that the lives 
of prisoners is far more cushy than the life in the care home. 
 

So she persuades her four friends to commit a crime with the 
aim of ending up in prison. 
 

They start by staying in The Grand 
Hotel for a few days while planning 
their crimes, after the care home this 
is the height of luxury! 
 

Their crimes are ingenious and mostly 
well thought out. 
 

Our book group were divided as to 
how much they enjoyed it, I thought it 
was fascinating and had to read to the 
end to see what happened! 
 

Jane Epstein 

DISPLAY IN THE ARK 
  

The next display in The ARK will be 
about the First World War.  
 

It will go up on 5th October.  

(WILLIAM) GEORGE TUCKER 1928-2023 
 

For decades George Tucker was part of the fabric of Lapford, 
providing services for the village week in, week out.  Things 
that went unthanked.  Things that went unnoticed.  He never 
sought recognition.  He happily, unassumingly got on with the 
job, and he liked it that way.  But George’s quiet passing 
should not go without a word of praise and gratitude. 
 

So, thank you George … 
for the years of mowing and tending the churchyard; 
for the 75 years of service you gave as a bell ringer; 
for the thousands of changes that you called as tower captain; 
for the hundreds of weekly ascents to oil the bells, ‘til your 
knees could take no more; 
for the sweat you exerted winding the clock and keeping it 
accurate to the second (Lapford’s time was your time); 
for raising the church flag for decades of village festivity, royal 
ascensions and times of national mourning; 
for the tonnes of soil you shifted giving villagers a last resting 
place; 
and, for the thousands of bricks you laid and your hand in 
building the village we know today. 
 

David Garton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George pictured after captaining Lapford bell ringers to a 
competition victory in 1998. 

When life gives you a hundred reasons to break down  
and cry, show life that you have a million reasons to  

smile and to be thankful for.  Stay Strong. 

SOUND FINANCIAL ADVICE? 
 

What happened when the cat swallowed a coin? 
There was money in the kitty. 
 

Don’t marry for money; 
You can borrow it cheaper. 
 

What leads most people into debt? 
Trying to catch up with people who 
are already there. 
 

Money isn’t everything . . . . 
But it sure keeps the kids in touch. 
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VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO GET INVOLVED  
IN THE ROAD WARDENS SCHEME AND  

THE SNOW WARDENS SCHEME 

DUTIES OF ROAD WARDEN VOLUNTEERS: 
Pothole repairs 
Repairing finger posts 
Cleaning signs 
Cleaning drainage 
Cutting hedges 
Cutting grass 
Clearing weeds 
Set up road closures for special events 
 

DUTIES OF SNOW WARDENS: 
Ordering grit supplies 
Keeping a register of local trained volunteers 
Receiving and responding locally to weather alerts 
Organising and deploying volunteers to clear snow 
Organising and deploying volunteers to spread grit when icy 

conditions are forecast 
Encourage responsible use of grit/salt and help minimise 

the abuse of grit/salt within communities 
 

DUTIES OF SNOW WARDEN VOLUNTEERS: 
Spread grit 
Clear snow 
Refill grit bins and bags 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  
Cllr Ian Wilkie, tel no 07484 844899 
Email – ian.wilkie@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL NOTES, JULY 2023 
 

Please note this is a summary of the main points of interest.  A 
copy of the draft minutes will be made available on the Council 
website, www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk  and on the notice 
boards in the Orchard Centre and in The ARK. 
 

The Parish Council met on 18th July 2023 in the Orchard 
Centre.  These notes summarise the issues discussed in the 
meeting. 
 

The Post Office attendance times in the Orchard Centre were 
to reduce, with no visit on Wednesdays and starting later on 
the other two days (Monday and Friday) with hours being 9.30 
to 12 noon 
 

A Lapford Neighbourhood Plan was to be started and the 
whole community would be invited to take part. 
 

The requirements for making the Orchard Centre more 
suitable were agreed, involving extensive Fire Regulation and 
other Health and Safety work and the outside was being 
painted with a new sign installed. 
 

A Lapford Facebook information page had been set up and 
was already getting favourable feedback. 
 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL NOTES, AUGUST 2023 
 

The Parish Council met on 15th August 2023 in the Orchard 
Centre.  These notes summarise the issues discussed in the 
meeting. 
 

The Orchard Centre public toilet would need to be locked 
overnight for the future, in order to counter vandalism. The 
precise arrangements still had to be decided, but a timed lock 
was being considered. 
 

The red Telephone Box is to be left where it is and reutilised as 
a book exchange point/swap shop, perhaps in conjunction 
with The Ark.  Details still had to be arranged. 
 

A letter would be sent to the County Council Highways 
Director offering a possible solution to the Highways repairs 
needed over the bridges.  The reaction to this would 
determine whether the matter would be taken further. 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan process had been started with the 
plan area being advertised currently.  Assuming that this was 
accepted, the next stage would be to arrange a public meeting 
inviting anyone with an interest in being part of it. 
 

A Lapford Volunteering Day would be arranged for the 14th 
October 2023, which would again be open to all to take part 
with the potential for bacon sandwiches and tea for the 
workers. 
 

Email: clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk  
Phone: 07768 829511 

2023 POPPY INSTALLATION 
 

The installation of knitted poppies will take 
place at 10.30 a.m. on Monday 30th Octo-
ber.  
 

If anyone would like to help, please feel 
free to just turn up on the day. 
 

Lapford Project 2000 

LADIES OF LAPFORD  
MEETINGS (LOL) 

 

Thursday 19th October 
Ladies visit The Little Red Hen Studio & Pottery  

at Wembworthy 
Come and join us to try your hand at throwing a pot. 

 

Meet at the Orchard Centre car park at 6.00 pm for lift sharing 
 

16th November 
Talk on Driving Safely 
More details to follow 

http://www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
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 LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL -  
LAPFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

 

Lapford Parish Council is looking to 
the whole community to draw up a 
Neighbourhood Plan and is looking for 
volunteers to help with this. To avoid 
confusion, the explanation of what 
this can do is laid out below. 
 

WHAT IS A  
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN? 

 

A Neighbourhood Plan is a legally binding Planning Document 
which determines planning policies just for Lapford. 
 

When Planning Applications are considered it sits alongside 
the Mid Devon Local Plan and influences the decisions made 
by the district council. 
 

It has to comply with some basic rules, but within that a 
Neighbourhood Plan can seriously affect the future of the 
community in the following ways, 
 

• Environment & Biodiversity including Climate Change 
• Jobs, Businesses & Enterprise 
• Open Space Protection 
• Sports & Play Facilities 
• Village Facilities 
• School 
• Highways, Buses and Trains 
• Housing Allocations & Affordable Housing  
• Local Characteristics 
• Assets of Community Value 

 

In order to enable the community to help provide 
improvements, a Community Action Plan will be developed. 
Funding for some of this can come from potential future 
developments using, 
 

• Section 106 funds, negotiated through Mid Devon 
District Council, and 

• Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) – 25% of CIL 
collected from developments within its area result from 
having a made Neighbourhood Plan in place. 

 

There is a lot of work involved and a great deal that can be 
achieved, so please think about what you could add to the 
story. 
 

The Parish Council will shortly be announcing the date for a 
public meeting to explain further what is involved and how 
everyone can help. 

HIGHWAYS, POTHOLES AND STUFF 
 

This is a summary of a recent meeting between Parish 
Councillors, Steve Tucker (Area DCC Highways Officer), County 
Cllr Margaret Squires and District Cllr Steve Keable.  A number 
of points relating to the state of local roads and other matters 
were raised as summarised below: 
 

• The Highways budget is now held centrally so each area 
officer must bid/argue for revenue for their areas. Those 
arguments are put up against each other to decide 
priority. 

• All roads are inspected annually, and defects logged on 
the system.  A roads and gritting routes are inspected 
monthly. 

• A trial is to run where Area Officers can log defects via an 
iPad as they spot them, rather than relying on the same 
system of reporting as used by the public. 

• Policy is centred around saving money versus the priorities 
and logistics of repair work. 

• Identified defects on A roads and gritting routes should be 
made good within 24 hours; within 6 weeks on minor 
roads. 

• Roads are categorised as 1 – motorways down to 12- 
green lanes. 

• A road defect must have a 40mm lip and a pothole must 
be at least 300mm wide to qualify for repair. 

• The road over the bridges coming into Lapford from the 
A377 has no dedicated footway and is therefore 
categorised as a carriageway rather than a pedestrian 
route. 

• Steve Tucker has put all the defects in Lapford’s roads 
between the A377 and Barris Corner into the system for 
repair twice.  The request has been rejected twice but he 
will continue his efforts. 

• The steep drop from the A377 to the river on the left hand 
side travelling towards Crediton which was exposed by the 
removal of trees some time ago is considered safe as 
there is no recorded data to indicate otherwise. 

• Other matters discussed included the lack of fencing by 
the river bridge, flooding across the A377 causing icy 
conditions in winter, water leaking from manhole covers, 
and the need for more grit bins. 

 

As a result of this meeting the Parish Clerk has written to Meg 
Booth (DCC Director of Climate Change, Environment and 
Transport) re the state of the road over the bridges and the 
urgency for repairs to be put in place. 
 

A fuller version of this report can be seen on the Parish 
Council website in the Supporting Papers for the August 2023 
meeting. 
 

To report road defects 
online visit the DCC 
website Road and 
Transport page, open 
the Report a Problem 
page and follow the 
links.  In an emergency 
phone Customer 
Services on 0345 155 
1004. 
 

Lapford Parish Council 
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CREDITON U3A 
 
 
 

 
After a most peculiar summer, perhaps it's the time to go out 
and try new things, explore new places and meet new people 
so why not give the Crediton u3a a try? 
 

Over the coming few months we have a series of talks 
arranged at the Boniface Centre.  They all start at 10.00 a.m. 
and the cost is £1.50 which also includes tea, coffee and 
biscuits. 
 

On Oct 18th there is one giving "The Story of Tin Pan Alley" 
and on November 15th a talk on the “Life & Times of Galileo”.  
Our Christmas meal is at the Waie Inn on December 20th and 
on January 17th there is a talk on “Refugees & Asylum Seekers 
in the UK”. Why not come along, have a listen, and see if any 
of the other activities that we have groups involved in, are of 
any interest to you. We always have details of all the other 
activities that we run available at the back of the hall and 
someone will only be too keen to talk you through the 
opportunities available.  The other activities that our group 
supports are:- Bird watching, Book discussions, Boules in the 
market square, Carpet Bowls in the Elephant on the Green, 
Visits to churches and historic buildings, various craft groups, 
coffee mornings, current affairs, cycling, energy action, 
creative writing, exercise, history, several walking groups 
(different lengths), poetry discussion, mindfulness, theatre or 
cinema visits, two pub lunch groups (Friday and Sunday), 
ukulele playing, whist, walking with dogs and wine 
appreciation. 
 

We are a very friendly organisation open to all who are retired 
or not in full time employment, do not be put off by the name, 
there are no qualifications required to join other than an 
enquiring nature and desire to perhaps get about a bit more 
and meet new friends. 
 

We are always open to new groups so if you have a particular 
interest that is not included in the above and are looking for 
more like-minded people to join with you in pursuing it come 
along and join the u3a and perhaps start a new group yourself 
with the support of the organisation. 
 

The current cost of membership is £12.00 per year. Most of 
the activities are free with only some small costs involved if 
the activities are held somewhere which involves a cost of hire 
of the venue and any costs of materials used in the activity or 
of course the costs of the meals for the pub lunch groups. 

LAPFORD GARDENING CLUB 
 

Did you come to view the exhibits at the Autumn Show?  If not 
you certainly missed a spectacular variety of entries testament 
to the interests of our Club members.  To pick just a couple, 
the tomato classes were well supported, and next year we 
shall include a class for outdoor grown ones as many of our 
members do not have access to a greenhouse. 

On the craft side, the transformation challenge using denim 
produced a number of inventive items, as did the pin cushion.  
Perhaps this will inspire more entries to the 2024 Show, which 
is open to all villagers, not just to Garden Club members.  
Rumour has it that the schedule will also include a baking class 
for men only and one for sloe or flavoured gin.  So don’t drink 
all your sloe gin at Christmas.  Thanks again go to Warren and 
Rachael for all their hard work putting the Show together. 

Our monthly meetings are held on the second Tuesday and 
are open to all, not just members.  From October we will 
return to The ARK; and we welcome 

Alison Bockh 
to talk about 

Garden Design  
Tuesday 10th October at 

7.30pm  

LAPFORD OVER 60’S CLUB 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

Thursday 19th October 2023 - Trip to Plymouth Gin Distillery. Coach price £17 per member, £20 
per non member. Tour of the Distillery is £15. 
 

Thursday 26th October 2023 - Club meeting in The ARK, talk by David Garton on More Lapford. 
 

Thursday 23rd November 2023 - Christmas Shopping at Clarks Shopping Village, Street. Coach for members £17 per person, £20 
per person for non members. 
 

Thursday 30th November 2023 - Club meeting in The ARK - talk to be confirmed. 
 

Wednesday 6th December 2023 - Lapford Over 60s Club Christmas Meal at The Waie Inn. 
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THOUGHTS FROM THE ARK 
 

Putting others first.   
 

Ralph Waldo Emmerson said, “There is 
no limit to what can be accomplished if it doesn’t matter who 
gets the credit.”  Most people know about Isaac Newton’s 
famed encounter with a falling apple; how he introduced the 
law of universal gravitation and revolutionised astronomical 
studies.  But few people know that had it not been for a man 
called Edmond Halley, the world would never have heard of 
Newton. Halley was the one who urged Newton to think 
through his original theories, corrected his mathematical 
mistakes and formulated geometrical figures to help support 
his discoveries.  It was Halley who persuaded a hesitant 
Newton to write his great work The Mathematical Principles of 
Natural Philosophy.  And it was Halley who edited and 
supervised it’s publication and financed its printing, even 
though Newton was wealthier and could better have afforded 
the cost.  Historians have called Halley’s affiliation with 
Newton one of the most selfless cases in science.  Newton 
began almost immediately to reap the rewards of prominence, 
but Halley received little credit.  He did use the principles 
Newton established to forecast the orbit and return of a 
comet that would later bear his name.  But since Halley’s 
comet returns only every seventy-six years, relatively few 
people still hear his name.  
 

However, Halley didn’t care who got the credit as long as the 
cause of science was advanced.  He personified what it means 
to live by this scriptural principle: Be devoted to one another 
in love.  Honour one another above yourselves.  Anytime you 
get to put others first and yourself second, grab it with both 
hands and run with it.  Notes from UCB Word for Today.  
 

I guess you could say that’s what The ARK is about - putting 
others first with the Foodbank and being a volunteer in the 
Cafe.  It’s important to remember too, that ARK stands for 
Acts of Random Kindness, helping where and when we can. 
We have been sending items regularly to Ukraine via a lorry 
that goes from Exmouth.  Serving in the community doesn’t 
always mean just locally, it can go further afield and, with the 
community’s help, we can keep doing just that.  
 

Seeing the good and talent in people, then encouraging that 
gift is so rewarding and we really don’t always need the credit, 
if we’ve done our part.  Just to see it develop is reward in  
itself.  
 

The ARK Team 

SAVE LIFE IN LAPFORD 
 

CPR. Call…Push…Rescue… Help create a Nation of LIFESAVERS. 
Sponsored by The British Heart Foundation. 
 

As you are probably aware the village has a Public Access 
Defibrillator ready for use and located on the wall of the 
Orchard Centre.  This machine, which is very simple to use, 
can greatly assist in saving the life of a person suffering a 
cardiac emergency (Cardiac Arrest).  However, without 
someone giving the patient CPR (Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation) while someone fetches the Defibrillator, their 
chances of survival are greatly reduced. 
 

We are looking for as many people as possible (no age limits) 
from the village to undertake CPR training, which includes the 
use of the Defibrillator. 
 

Training sessions lasting no more than 90 minutes will be held 
upstairs in The ARK on Thursday the 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th 
October 2023 at 7pm.  All you need to do is call or email to 
show your interest in this free training session where you will 
be shown how to help save the life of a friend, family member 
or any member of the public.  The chance to be able to save a 
life is an amazing thing.  This short training session will give 
you that chance. 
 

Please contact Roy or Audrey to indicate your interest.  Roy on 
01363 83742 or email (trelawney29@gmail.com) or Audrey 
(audreysmccormack21@gmail.com) 

LAPFORD’S DEFIBRILATOR 
 

is on the outside of  
The Orchard Centre  

in Orchard Way 
 

What 3 Words app location: 
emperor.stated.stapled 

THE LAPFORD VILLAGE MARKET 
 

I wonder if some people who have recently moved to the area 
are aware of the Village Market.  It is usually held on the last 
Saturday of each month, from 10.00a.m. to 1.00p.m.  
Occasionally that date is changed, when the Victory Hall is 
needed for another reason and there is no Market in 
December. 
 

Stalls are provided for £5.  We try to have a variety of stalls for 
handmade goods, crafts, plants, local meat, cakes, etc.  It is 
not a Farmers’ Market like the one in Crediton.  There is very 
little that couldn’t be brought to fill a stall. 
 

The Victory Hall has beautiful new toilet facilities and a 
kitchen. 
 

Delicious bacon rolls are available with coffee and tea in a 
separate area. 
 

The weather has been against us recently but it would be 
great to have some new stall holders so there is a lot more 
variety. 
 

THE NEXT VILLAGE MARKET IS 
ON THE 28TH OCTOBER. 
 

Ann Trevaskis 

A SERVICE OF COMMEMORATION  

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 5th  
Lapford Parish Church at 2.30 P.M. 

 

 An open invitation to all in the community to remember loved 
ones of any age, now departed, in a short ecumenical service 
to their memory. It doesn’t matter when they passed away or 
where they now rest, whether here in Lapford or elsewhere. 

 

There will be a Book of Remembrance for you to record their 
names; you may wish to remember more than one person. 

 

 Refreshments will be served afterwards  
(November 5th is the first Sunday after All Souls Day,  

the traditional day of Remembering) 

mailto:trelawney29@gmail.com
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FULL FIBRE BROADBAND OPPORTUNITY IN LAPFORD  

 

Chance of ultrafast full fibre broadband for people living in the Lapford exchange area, including Lapford, Coldridge & Nymet 
Rowland.   Openreach is urging residents in the Lapford exchange area to get behind a bid to bring ultrafast, ultra-reliable full fibre 
broadband to local homes and businesses.  
 

If enough people pledge to sign up, residents will join more than 245,000 homes and businesses across Devon who already have 
access to full fibre broadband on the Openreach network.  Full fibre technology provides more reliable, resilient, and future-proof 
internet connectivity, meaning faster speeds and fewer faults.  Having ultrafast, full fibre broadband installed can add value to 
properties, which is more appealing for prospective buyers; both Rightmove and Zoopla allow house hunters to check online for 
broadband speeds at properties on the market.  Residents can check if they qualify and pledge their voucher on the community 
website - https://www.openreach.com/connectmycommunity. 
 

Funding through the Government’s Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme and the deployment of new broadband signal boosting 
technology, which can extend the reach of the full fibre network, means thousands more remote rural communities are now 
within reach of the ultrafast technology.  Openreach identified the Lapford exchange area as being a strong contender for Full 
Fibre and is urging local people to take the next step by applying for and pooling together free Government Gigabit Vouchers to 
help fund the build.  The project needs 240 homes and businesses to sign up.  
 

Using the vouchers, which don’t cost residents anything, enables Openreach to work with local communities to build a 
customised, co-funded network.  The vouchers can be combined to extend the ultrafast, ultra-reliable network to premises in 
outlying rural areas which won’t be covered by private investment.  More details can be found on the Gigabit Voucher website - 
https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/  
 

Once the target for the scheme is reached, residents need to ensure they then validate their vouchers with the Government so 
that Openreach can confirm that building work can get underway.  Residents are asked to commit to ordering a full fibre service 
from a provider of their choice for at least 12 months once the new network is available and confirm they are connected. 
Openreach has an open access network, so customers can choose from a variety of broadband providers, including Sky, Talk Talk, 
EE, Vodafone, BT and others.  The full list of broadband providers offering fibre can be found on the Openreach website -  
https://www.openreach.com/fibre-broadband/fttp-providers  
 

A team from Openreach will be visiting the area over the coming weeks and meeting with residents and handing out leaflets, to 
explain more about the scheme and the benefits. 
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For all your domestic, 

agricultural  
and commercial pest control 

needs.  
 

 

From Rats and Mice to Wasps and Fleas, contact me  
for a quick, convenient solution to pest problems.  

 

I am fully qualified and insured.  
 

Based in Zeal Monachorum covering all of  
Mid Devon and surrounding areas.  

 

www.middevonpestcontrol.co.uk  
Tel. 07725 520466 / 01363 881473  

Email: enquiries@middevonpestcontrol.co.uk 

• Now cutting lawns & 
paddocks up to 4 acres 

The Devonshire Dumpling 

 

Family Pub and Dining 
 

Weds to Sat Lunch Special Menu  
Main course £9.95 

Two courses £12.95  
Three courses £15.95 

Menu runs along side our main menu  
 

Please call 01363 85102 to book or email 
thedevonshiredumpling@gmail.com 

 

See website for opening hours: 
www.devonshire-dumpling.com 

The Old Malt Scoop Inn 
 

Opening Times 
Daily from noon until close. 

Food served from noon till 2.30 pm  
and again from 6.00 pm until 8.30 pm 

 
For details of special events,  
live music and quiz nights,  

please check our website or  
Facebook page….or give us a ring! 

 
www.theoldmaltscoopinn.co.uk 

 
Pop in and see us, email or give us a call: 
eatdrinkstay@theoldmaltscoopinn.co.uk 

01363 83330 
 

Catriona & Jonathan 
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EX17 6QT 
 

TEL: 01363 83373 
 

Our professional workmanship is available  
in all of the following disciplines 

 
MOT class 4 & 7 (motorhomes & transits) 

Servicing 
Diagnostics 

Air conditioning 
Car sales 

Tyres 
Exhausts 
Batteries 

 
We offer a local vehicle collection service or  

courtesy cars for your convenience 
 

ATA & Bosch Accredited Diagnostic Technicians 
 

www.lapfordcrossgarage.co.uk  

 
DOORSTEP MILK DELIVERY 

SERVICE IN LAPFORD  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free range pasteurised  
Whole Milk  

doorstep refills 

Monday Evenings 
 Between 4 - 8pm 

Thursday Mornings 
Before 7.30am 

 

Please call 01363 779134 or 
email milk@kellanddairy.co.uk  

for more information. 

 MOBILE UNISEX HAIR STYLIST  
WITH OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

*  
HOME VISITS  

to Lapford and surrounding areas  
* 

Call JACKIE on 07771 986140  
or email: jawhite125@btinternet.com 

MARTIN DOWN - 07812 513383 
 

GARDEN MACHINERY/ATV 
SERVICE & REPAIR 

 

NEW STIHL/VIKING MACHINES TO ORDER 
 

SECOND-HAND MACHINES 
 

COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY  

SERVICE AVAILABLE 

STEVE WREFORD 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 

 Lawn mowing Hedge cutting 
 Strimming Turf laying 
 Fencing Patios and Decking 
 Pressure washing General garden tidying 

Any other jobs considered 

Tel: 01363 884269 (ans available) 
Mob: 07918 866675 

mailto:milk@kellanddairy.co.uk
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S.J.CARNE 
Independent Family Owned 
Funeral Directors 

Established over 60 years 
Personal Attention Day and Night 
 
 
 

Samantha 
Summerhayes, Ingleigh Green,  
Winkleigh, Devon, EX19 8AT 

Email: samjcarne@outlook.com 
Tel: 01837 680199 
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 Overworked or Stressed?        Achey muscles? 
Tense shoulders?                   Stiff back? 

  

 Massage Therapy in Lapford. 
 

Penny King 
VTCT level 3 diplomas in Holistic Therapies,  

Aromatherapy, Sports Massage 
 

Please feel free to contact me to find out more,  
discuss your needs or book an appointment. 

 

FB page 
'Penny King Complementary Therapist MFHT' 
Tel 01363 83091 
Mob  07851 726791 

WEST COUNTRY PICTURES 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture Framing Service  
Available Locally 

Please telephone for an appointment 
Local collection and delivery  

can be arranged 

Rull Farmhouse 
East Worlington 

Tel: 01884 860978 
Email: brook@rullfarm.fsnet.co.uk 
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Workshop:  Unit 17 Marsh Lane, Crediton, EX17 1ES 

Memorials in Granite – Marble – Slate & Stone 
New Memorials – Renovations – Additional Inscriptions 

Home visits – Free estimates & brochure on request 

For a caring personal service call our family 
run business which covers all of Devon 
 

Crediton   01363 776816  
Mobile       07850 128413 
Email         fjsmemorials@outlook.com 

F. J. STEVENS & SON Ltd. 
Monumental Masons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like a last resting place  
in beautiful countryside  
overlooking Dartmoor 

phone 01647 24382 and speak to 
Julie or Martin Chatfield 

www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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 Lapford Lodge  
Boarding Kennels and Cattery 

 

The new owners Neil and Jade and their young 
family will be pleased to welcome old and new 

canine and feline customers.  
 

Fully licensed premises ensuring your pet is not only 
well cared for, but safe.  A secure pet is a happy pet. 
 

Doggy Daycare now available. 
Telephone: 01363 83414 or email: 

neilmanning1973@gmail.com 

A. White & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

 

Albert Road, Crediton, 
Devon. EX17 2BZ 

 

(01363) 772043 
Email: whitesfs@btconnect.com 

 

Members of the N.A.F.D. and S.A.I.F. 
Prepayment Plans Available 

 

 
 

 
 

Special i s t s  in  Digi ta l  Aer ia l  & 
Sate l l i t e  Syst ems  

 
 

•  Aerial Upgrades  
•  All aspects of installation  
•  Extra TV Points  
•  TV Wall Mounting Service  
•  Existing Aerial & Satellite 

Problems Solved  
•  DAB/FM Radio Aerials  
•  Free Telephone Advice  
•  Free Quotation Services  
 

01363 777190               07841 644395 
kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 

www.kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

mailto:neilmanning1973@gmail.com
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Your One Stop Country Shop 
• Farm Pet Equine & Farm Supplies 
• Open 6 days a week 
• Lord’s Meadow, Crediton 
• www.edwintucker.com.  
• 01363 772202  
• Free parking, friendly service, competitive prices 

 

Site Works 
Driveways 
Drainage 

Foundations 
Landscaping 

Septic Tanks 
Treatment Plants 
Retaining Walls 
Stone Walling 

Printed Concrete 

Mobile: 07976 641606 
Email: elwynkerry@hotmail.com 

 

TEN ACRES VINEYARD CAMPING 
 

 
 

• Free local wine deliveries to Winkleigh and surrounding area Fridays or collect 

from us by appointment. 
 

• Guided vineyard tours & wine-tasting  From 1st May - 30th September  every 

Saturday at 4.30 p.m. Private group tours also available (min 6 people/the 

cost of 6 people). Booking essential for all tours. 
 

• Campsite & Devon Wine Shack open 1st May - 30th September. For tents/ small 

campervans. Glamping also available. Booking essential. 
 

•  Order wine/gift vouchers and book glamping/camping on our  website. 

Contact Esther/Toby for tour booking info and availability 
                                                                 

    W: www.tenacresvineyardcamping.co.uk     

E:  tenacrescamping@hotmail.co.uk    T:  (01837) 83892 

http://www.edwintucker.com
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Midmoors Electrical  

Services 
 

• House rewires 
• EV chargers 
• EICRs 
• Consumer unit replacements 
• Lighting solutions 
• Outdoor socket installations 
• Fault finding  

 

Fully qualified and insured electricians 
 

Tel: 07954 110569 
       07581 057191 

 

Email: wbellfield@gmail.com 
     nbellfield@gmail.com 

 

https://midmoorsdevelopments.co.uk 
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THE BIG SWEEP 

YOUR LOCAL REGISTERED CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 
 

 FOR A CLEAN AND  
EFFICIENT SERVICE 

PLEASE CONTACT RICHARD 
 

MOB: 07810 116798 
 

EMAIL:  
richard@thebigsweep 

northdevon.co.uk 

NICK TUCKER 
Qualified Carpenter & General Builder 

Working in the village for 25 years 
 

EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS,  
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS,  

DOUBLE GLAZING & CONSERVATORIES, 
DECORATION & GENERAL MAINTENANCE 

 
Prospect House, Lapford 

Tel: (01363) 83601 

 
 
 

Quality hardwood 
logs cut to order 

and kindling 
 

All aspects of low 
impact forestry 

 
 
 

 

Call Josh on 01363 83908 or 07792 906258 
Email:  josh@mdff.co.uk 

www.mdff.co.uk 
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ALL ABOUT SWEETS  -  Answers to last month’s puzzle 

 PUZZLE CORNER - MISSING LINKS  
Each clue consists of three words which have a fourth word in common.   

You must find the missing link and put it in the grid. 

Kindly contributed by Mary Chappell  
Answers next month 

Across 
 

1. Ordinary – Large – Film (5)  12. Laughing – Market – Pile (5)  24. Director – Present – Good (7) 
4. Working – Letter – City (7)  14. Heavy – Scrap – Base (5)   25. Grinder – Mouth – Sense (5) 
8. Team – Pipe – Day (5)   15. Politics – Search – Garden (5)  26. Keyhole – Hours – Brain (7) 
9. Double – Meter – No (7)   20. Back - Over – In (5)    27. Safety – Stick – Test (5)  
10. Front – Horse – Food (3)   21. Sliding – Next – Bell (4) 
11. Bank – Sick – Pad (4)    22. Pressure – Guitar – Fresh (3) 

Down 
 

1. Nerve – Happy – Never (6)    
2. Operating – Lecture – Company (7)   
3. Control – Small – Bear (4)     
5. Assistant – Computer – Trainer (8)  
6. Question – Card – Hat (5)   
7. Traffic – Fairy – Foot (6) 
9. Mountain – Word – Bus (4) 
13. Under – Clock – Way (8) 
16. Provoking – Process – Second (7) 
17. Travelling – Media – Act (6) 
18. Straight – Hide – Cast (4) 
19. Manager - Olive – Out (6) 
20. Part – Egg – Two (5) 
23. Temperature – Elbow – Bath (4) 



Lapford Lookout   Page 21 

 

 

CREDITON ARTS CENTRE 
East Street, Crediton, Devon, EX17 3AX 01363 773260 

info@creditonartscentre.org 
www.creditonartscentre.org 

Fri 13 October  
Theatre: Hags (Scratchworks)  
A show packed full magic tricks, Physical comedy& live music 
 

Fri 20 October Film: Alien / Aliens (18) 
 

Sat 28 October Family Theatre: Stories from the Dust (Anna 
Harriot and Iona Johnson).  With live music and puppetry, a 
family show that’s funny heartfelt and hopeful from our two 
travellers 
 

Tickets for Arts Centre events can only be bought directly from 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/creditonartscentre or from Crediton 
Arts Centre 01363 773260 (Mobile: 07719 903643) 
 

We also have a number of Artistic groups running, subject to 
available space there are classes in: 
 

MONDAYS 
Drawing and Imagination    10.00am - 12.30pm 
Book art Siobhan Martin      2.00 -5.00pm 
Vin Jelly Watercolour          7.30 - 9.30pm 
TUESDAYS  
Drawing and Painting, in Watercolour, Acrylic and Mixed 
Media 2.00 - 4.00pm 
Life Drawing with Ruth Vails      7 - 9pm 
Crediton Strummers     7.15 - 8.45pm 
WEDNESDAYS 
Expressive Drawing with Penny Somerville 10am - 12.30pm 
THURSDAYS 
Artists Freedom Fundamentals with Lesa Gray 2pm-4pm 
Crediton Youth Theatre Thursdays 5.30 – 7.00pm 
FRIDAYS 
Portrait Club 10am - 12noon 
 

CHESTNUT TREE 
 

Those of you who have passed the Church Green and Village 
Hall in recent months can’t but help to have noticed the 
declining health of the old Chestnut tree by the Melissa Lake 
shelter.  It’s bark is peeling; it looks most unhappy. 
 

The Church Green Trustees consulted Tim Jarrett from Mid 
Devon District Council about the state of the chestnut tree.  
 

Unfortunately the tree is dying and there are signs of disease.  
The Church Green Trustees believe the best thing to do would 
be to cut the tree down.  
 

There has been a suggestion that the wood could be relocated 
to public land to decompose.  
 

Depending on the state of the wood a sculpture or bench may 
be able to be made out of the wood.  Please let the Church 
Green Trustees know your thoughts and suggestions.  
 

Church Green Trustees 

Recent articles on 
lapfordhistory.co.uk 

 

THE PARSON & THE PORCUPINE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tales of Lapford’s infamous Rector, Jack Radford, have been 
recounted in numerous books and journals.  It is widely believed that 
'Parson Jack' committed at least two murders in the village.  He got 
away with murder, but he did spend time in prison for striking a 
police constable four times in the parsonage yard, and also for 
attempting to knife a tollgate keeper who had refused him free 
passage.  But what was it that had ignited his rage? 
 

New research reveals the part that his father, Rev William Radford 
(Rector of Lapford 1779-1824) may have played. 
 

The Parson and the Porcupine can be found in ten parts on 
lapfordhistory.co.uk (under Articles).  It looks at the war of words 
exchanged in the 1820s between William Radford and one of the 
most famous men of the day, the satirist and political reformer 
William Cobbett (who wrote under the pen name of Peter 
Porcupine).  
 

Go back to a time before Parson Jack, when the cure of Lapford souls 
was in the hands of a man labelled a blasphemer, a blaggard and a 
dealer in Billingsgate scurrility — a time when trampled down 
villagers began to fight back against the corruptness of the British 
system. 
 

Cobbett’s vehement outing of William Radford as a scoundrel begins 
a trail of investigation into the parson’s troubles and temperament. 
Actions in the last years of his life may well have been responsible for 
igniting his son’s anger … and so began Parson Jack’s notorious 
torment of Lapford. 
 

WITH LOVE FROM LAPFORD 

In the early 1940’s a soldier walked into Lapford Stores and 
purchased nine postcards of the village.  He had recently been 
stationed at the military base in the village centre and was keen to 
write home to describe his new surroundings.  He pencilled notes on 
the back of each card.  More than eighty years later, the postcards 
still reside in Lapford (in the Village Archive).  They provide a 
fascinating outside view of Lapford at a time before the village’s post 
war expansion. 
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ART IN THE ARK 

Book your space to sell and exhibit your artwork 
throughout December and January in The ARK 

 

All artwork to be for sale, under £50,  
and made by locals. 

 

We have limited space so only asking  
for a few pieces per artist. 

 

For more information and booking  
contact Rebecca on: 

 07941 648087 or 

rebeccaholleyartworks@gmail.com 

CHRISTMAS FAYRES  
IN THE ARK 

(run by Friends of Lapford Foodbank  
 - all proceeds to the Foodbank) 

 
 

Saturday 2nd December 2023 
Saturday 16th December 2023 

10.00-1.00 PM 
 

By special request there will  
be an evening opening on  
Friday 1st December 2023 

6.00pm – 8.00pm 
 
 

We will be serving Coffee, Tea, 
Hot Chocolate and Cake 

 

Mulled Wine and Mince Pies also available 
 

Come and buy your 
Christmas gifts, Christmas Decorations, 

Cakes, Jams, and Preserves 

Charity Crafty  

Christmas Coffee 
Morning 

 

Jean and Carol would love  

to welcome you to a  
 

Charity Coffee Morning 

with a chance to buy some lovely 
handcrafted Christmas decorations  

and take part in a Tombola 

whilst having a chat and a cuppa. 
 

10am to 2pm,  

4th November 

15 Highfield, Lapford 

01363 83655 
 

Cash only 

All proceeds will be divided equally between 
 

The British Heart Foundation 

 &The Kidney Foundation 
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LAPFORD LOOKOUT 
TO CONTACT THE EDITOR 

 

Write to:    
Mrs. Beccy Fletcher, 36 Orchard Way, Lapford, Crediton, EX17 6PR 
Tel:  (01363) 884211 or  07791 989142    
E-mail: lapfordlookout@gmail.com  
By hand: Use the box in The Orchard Centre or the Editor’s letterbox
  

Contributions are welcome, to be used at the Editorial Team’s discretion.  
 

Our Editorial Policy: 
Published monthly, the magazine welcomes contributions on any topic  
of interest. The editorial policy is to exclude anything of a political or 
personal nature and to avoid unnecessary controversy or ill feeling.  

 

Flyers and Inserts must be approved by the Editorial Team 
prior to publication and shall only be included at the  
discretion of the Editorial Team and editorial policy.  

 

The views in this newsletter do not necessarily  
represent the views of the Editorial Team.   

© All information in this newsletter is copyright and may  
not be reproduced without the permission of the Editor. 

DEVON MOBILE LIBRARY STOPS 
 
 

 

 
Lapford 

Orchard Way: 13.45-14.55 
School: 15.00-16.00 

 

Nymet Rowland 
Opposite Village Hall: 12.20-12.40 

 

Every 4 weeks on Tuesdays   
October 10th, November 7th and December 5th 

LIBRARIES UNLIMITED 
BOOKS ON WHEELS 

 

Do you have difficulty in getting to Crediton Library and 
carrying heavy books home to read?  Or even reaching the 
mobile library?  Would you like us to collect and deliver talking 
books, or large and normal printed ones of the 
kind that you enjoy, directly to your home free 
of charge?  If so, I will be happy to help.   
 

Peter Westcott - Telephone: 01363 83525 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE COPY DEADLINE FOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LAPFORD LOOKOUT  

IS THE 14TH OF EACH MONTH 

NATIONAL BLOOD SERVICE 
 

Donations can be made at 
Boniface Centre, Crediton, 

on Tuesday 28th November 
from 1.10am-7.15pm 

 

Call the donor helpline on 0300 123 23 23 
for more information or to check for cancellations 

 

Do something amazing - Give Blood! 

LAPFORD OUTREACH  
POST OFFICE 

 

OPENING HOURS: 
 

Monday  9.30 - 12.00 
Friday  9.30 - 12.00 

LAPFORD VILLAGE ARCHIVE 
 

Local people have walked in on a Tuesday 
morning with memories that they share 
and we have written these down with their 
consent.  Anyone who is compiling a history or needs 
information regarding Lapford is very welcome and we would 
do our best to help. 
  

Questions that may prompt memories: 
 

Do you have memories of wartime children evacuees in 
the village? 
What was the best school memory you have? 
Who was your favourite village character? 
A famous event that happened in Lapford that you can 
remember? 
Can you remember the cattle being driven up through the 
village? 

 

We work in the Orchard Centre on a Tuesday from 10.00hrs to 
12.30hrs.  Please be aware that there are times we are not 
there and a sign will be in the window indicating the Archive is 
closed. 
 

You are welcome to email archivelapford2022@gmail.com 
or ring 01363 83103 for further information about the Archive 

mailto:archivelapford2022@gmail.com
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LAPFORD WEBSITES 
 

www.lapfordhistory.co.uk 
www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk 
www.lapfordvictoryhall.co.uk 

www.lapfordvillage.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/laofordparishcouncil 

LAPFORD LOOKOUT  
ADVERTISING RATES AND POLICY 

 

Lapford Lookout has a circulation of 600 copies and the advertising of 
village events is free of charge.  There is a charge for all other 
advertisements and current advertising rates, payable in advance, 
are: 

 One eighth page:    £7 per month. 
 One quarter page:  £14 per month. 
 One half page:   £28 per month. 
 Whole page:   £56 per month. 

Pay for twelve months and you get one extra month, FREE!  Please 
send all advertising requests to the Editor in time to make the 
deadline of the 14th of each month for inclusion in the next issue.  
Please allow sufficient time to make your advance payment which 
may be by BACS or cheque.  Payment details will be on your invoice. 

LAST POSTING TIMES AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 

            Mon-Fri Saturday 
Eastington Cross 9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Woodland Cottage 9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Industrial Estate 9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Highfield   9.00 a.m.  7.00 a.m. 
Orchard Way  9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Saxtons   9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Morchard Road  9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Copplestone  4.30 p.m.  11.15 a.m. 

 

In addition, items left at the Post Office during opening hours 
will be posted that day via North Tawton. 

 

        USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

• Emergency numbers ~ 999 or 112 

• Childline ~ 0800 1111  

• Churches House Action Team ~ 01884 255606  

• Citizens Advice Bureau ~ 03444 111 444  
CAB Crediton ~ 01363 776210 (M, W, Th, 9-3) 

• Crediton Ring and Ride ~ 01363 773303 

• Crimestoppers ~ 0800 555 111 

• Dog Fouling/Fly Tipping ~ 01884 255255 

• Environment Agency Floodline ~ 0845 9881188 

• Farming Community Network ~ 03000 111 999 

• Gas Emergency ~ 0800 111999  

• Highways (roads/lights/potholes) ~ 0345 155 1004 

• Mental Health Support Out of Hours ~ The Moorings 
@Devon ~ Exeter:   07990 790 920 or  

 Barnstaple: 07850 927 064   

• NHS for non urgent medical needs ~ 111 

• Patient Participation Group ~ Bill Graham ~ 01363 83047 

• Police Non-emergency ~ 101 

• Power cut ~ 105 or 0800 6783 105 

• RABI 24/7 Support Line ~ 0800 188 4444 

• RSPCA ~  0300 1234 999 

• Safeguarding concerns and Social Services ~ 0845 6000388 

• Samaritans ~ 116 123, 01271 374343, 01392 411711 

• SHOUT ~ Text 85258 for help from crisis volunteers 

• Water leaks or burst mains ~ 0800 230 0561 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL — www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

Cllr Roy Andrews 

Cllr Sue Briant-Evans  

(Vice-Chair) 

Cllr John Burrows 

Cllr Julie Down  (Chair) 

Cllr Steven Fletcher 

Cllr Bill Graham 

Cllr Stacey Lumsdon 

Cllr Alex Shapland 

Cllr Abigail Whittaker 

Cllr Ian Wilkie 

Parish Clerk - Rob Martin 

District Cllr Steve Keable 

County Cllr Margaret Squires 

Mel Stride MP 

Old Bakery, Park Road, Lapford, EX17 6QJ 

Edgerley Cottage, Lapford, EX17 6AH 

 

7 Park Meadow Close, Lapford, EX17 6QY 

Rafters, Lapford, EX17 6QP 

36 Orchard Way, Lapford, EX17 6PR 

Pear Tree House, Lapford, EX17 6PZ 

Woodleigh, Lapford, EX 17 6PW 

Homelands, Eastington Ln, Lapford. EX17 6QE 

26 Orchard Way, Lapford. EX17 6PR  

~ 

~ 

~ 

Frostland Farm, Copplestone, EX17 5NY 

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 

07969 823256 / roy.andrews@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83763 / sue.briantevans@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

01363 83985 / john.burrows@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83356 / julie.down@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07891 142436 / steven.fletcher@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83047 / bill.graham@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07891 556884 / stacey.lumsdon@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07738 690937 / alex.shapland@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07565 768386 /abigail.whittaker@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83437 / ian.wilkie@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07768 829511 / clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07967 655045 / skeable@middevon.gov.uk  

01363 84337 / margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 

02072 197037 / mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

 

NEED TRANSPORT 
TO YOUR 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENT? 
 

Lapford Voluntary Car Aid provides the residents of the village 
(including friends and family staying with you) with courteous, 
reliable, fully insured drivers to get you to your appointment 
safely and on time.  Bookings can be made by telephoning 
Grace Hill on 83178.  Current fares are as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have LVCA drivers available to take anyone to have their 
Covid/flu vaccinations.  Please contact Grace as above. 

Bow Medical Centre - £6 
Chulmleigh Dental Practice - £6 

Chulmleigh Health Centre - £6 
Crediton (Breast Screening) - £7 

Crediton Community Hospital - £6 
Morchard Bishop Surgery - £4 

Redlands Health Centre - £7 
Witheridge Surgery - £6 

http://www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
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 NAME OF SOCIETY CONTACT TELEPHONE / EMAIL 

 

Adventure Gaming 

Books on Wheels 
 

Friends of Langannerie (twinning) 

Friends of Lapford Mill 

Friends of Lapford School  
 

Heart for Lapford Strategy Group (H4L)  

HOLD  
 

Ladies of Lapford (LOL) 

Lapford Allotment Society 

Lapford Amateur Dramatic Society 

Lapford ARK 

Lapford Association Football Club 

Lapford Book Club 

Lapford Celebrations Committee 

Lapford Choir 

Lapford Church Green Trust 

 

Lapford Community Church 

Lapford CP School and Nursery 

Lapford Congregational Church 

 

Lapford Dog Club 

Lapford Emergency Action Plan Committee 

 

Lapford Foodbank  

Lapford Handbell Ringers 

Lapford High 5 (ages 7-11) 

Lapford Gardening Club 

Lapford Lookout 

Lapford Over 60 Club 

Lapford Parish Church  

Lapford Poppy Appeal Organiser 

Lapford Project 2000 (LP2K) 

Lapford Regeneration Committee 

Lapford Revel 

 

Lapford Victory Hall & Lower Town Place  

Lapford Village Archive 

Lapford Village Market 

Lapford Voluntary Car Aid 

Lapford Youth Club Management Committee 

Lapford Youth and Playing Field Trust 

Lower Town Place Gardening Group 
 

North Creedy Choral Society 

Nymet Rowland Village Pump 
 

Save Our Heritage Lapford 

Springers 4’s and under 
 

The Friends of St Thomas of Canterbury 

 

Mr Warren Clayburn 

Mr Peter Westcott 
 

Mr Peter Henshaw 

Mr Alex Gater 

Mrs Stacey Lumsdon 
 

Secretary 

Mr Bill Graham 
 

LOL Team 

Mr Raymond Waldron 

Mr Ian Wilkie 

Miss Briony Clinch 

~ 

Mrs Jill Doe 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

Mrs Cat Seymour 

Mrs Abigail Whittaker 

 

Miss Briony Clinch 

~ 

Mr Peter Lacey 

 

Mrs Sara Thurgood 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

 

Miss Briony Clinch 

Mr Steve Munday 

Mrs Cat Seymour 

Mrs Trish Mumford 

Mrs Beccy Fletcher 

Mrs Carol Worsdell 

Mrs Joan Graham 

Mrs Caroline Noon 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

~ 

Mr Mark Tanner or 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

Mr Darren Crump 

Ms Audrey McCormack 

Mrs Stacey Lumsdon 

Mrs Grace Hill  

Mr Steve Keable 

Mr Roy Andrews 

Mr Andy Epstein 
 

Mrs Patricia Robottom 

Liz and Roland Smith 
 

Mrs Donna Egan 

Mrs Carol Worsdell 
 

Mrs Prue Lambert 

 

01363 83095 / wmclayburn@gmail.com  

01363 83525 / pj.westcott@btinternet.com  
 

01837 89070 / petehenshaw@yahoo.co.uk  

07815 795918 / alex@lapfordmill.uk 

07891 556884 / staceyannlumsdon@gmail.com 
 

heart4lapford@aol.com  

01363 83047 / bg4847@aol.com 
 

ladiesoflapford@gmail.com 

01363 83894 / ednawaldron@btinternet.com 

01363 83437 / i.wilkie45@btinternet.com 

01363 83788  

lapfordafc@gmail.com 

01363 83410 / sunnyside@jilldoe45.plus.com 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

01363 884432 / cathryn_seymour@outlook.com 

07565 768386 /
abigailwhittaker@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83666 / admin@lapfordcc.org.uk 

01363 83292 / admin@lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk 

07775 941505 /  

lapfordcongregationalchurch@gmail.com 

01363 83081 / info@lapforddogclub.co.uk 

01363 83763 / 
sue.briantevans@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83788  

07798 684225 / steve@themundays.org 

01363 884432 / cathryn_seymour@outlook.com 

01363 83911 / james@mumfordj.plus.com 

01363 884211 / lapfordlookout@gmail.com 

07368 860835 

01363 83047 / jemg47@aol.com 

01363 83863 / lapford.pao@gmail.com 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

~ 

Gryff_raven@hotmail.co.uk or 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

 07960 715553 / darrencrump99@hotmail.co.uk 

01363 83103 / archivelapford2022@gmail.com  

07891 556884 / lapfordvillagemarket@gmail.com  

01363 83178 / lvca2011.19@gmail.com  

07967 655045 / lapfordyouthclub@gmail.com 

07969 823256 / roy.andrews1950@icloud.com  

amepstein55@gmail.com 
 

01363 884495 / patricia@serafim.eclipse.co.uk 

01363 884446 / pump@incywincyweb.com 
 

01363 83732 / donnaegan84@gmail.com 

07368 860835 
 

01363 83150 / pruelambert@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:wmclayburn@gmail.com
mailto:petehenshaw@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:heart4lapford@aol.com
mailto:archivelapford2022@gmail.com
mailto:lvca2011.19@gmail.com
mailto:r.andrews1950@icloud.com
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 LYPFT THANKS 
 

Despite the inclement weather there were still lots of bargains to be had at our second Car Boot Sale of this 
year in the Playing Field.  We would like to thank everyone who came and supported us - we raised £105 
which will go towards equipment and ongoing maintenance. 
 

Our events this year have generated £925, which is an excellent result, and we hope to do it all again next 
year, so watch this space!! 
 

Thanks again. 
 

Roy Andrews, Chair, Lapford Youth Playing Field Trust  
 

Photographs by Grace Hill 


