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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN LAPFORD WELCOME YOU TO: 
 
 
 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 
 

Vicar: The Reverend Robert Gordon - (e) vicar.ncw@gmail.com 

Churchwarden: Joan Graham -  (e) jemg47@aol.com (t) 01363 83047 
 

1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays – Lay Led Morning Prayer – 9.30 a.m. 
4th Sundays – Common Worship Eucharist – 9.30 a.m. 

5th Sundays – See announcements on Church notice board 
 
 
 

VILLAGE CELEBRATION SERVICE FOR THE CORONATION 
SUNDAY 7TH MAY AT 11.00 A.M. 

 
 

 

May 10th  10.30 a.m. - Holy Communion (BCP 1662)  
May 14th  9.30 a.m. -   Lay Led Morning Prayer 

May 18th ASCENSION DAY 7.00 p.m. -  Mission Community Eucharist at Bow 
May 21st  9.30 a.m. -   Lay Led Morning Prayer 

May 28th PENTECOST 10.00 a.m. -  Mission Community Eucharist at Lapford 
 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME - REFRESHMENTS SERVED AFTER SERVICES  
 

 
 
 
 
 

LAPFORD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

Services every Sunday at 11.00 a.m. 
Communion will be held on the second and fourth Sundays 

Contact: Caroline Gilpin 83674; Peter and Viv Lacey 07775 941505;  
Cat Seymour 884432; Helen Wyatt 07964 855677. 
email: lapfordcongregationalchurch@gmail.com 

www. facebook.com/lapfordcongregationalchurch 
 
 

Services: 
7th May – Joint Coronation Service at the Parish Church 
14th May – All Age Family Service led by Merril Archer 
21st May – Service led by Merril Archer 
28th May – All Age Family Service led by Cat Seymour 
4th June – Service led by Sir Roy Sambles 

 
 
 
 
 

LAPFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 
 

Meets every Sunday morning at 10.30 a.m. in the Victory Hall 
4th Sunday of the month is Family Service 

Fellowship Group on Wednesdays 7.00 p.m. upstairs in The ARK 
Contact: Briony Clinch - Tel: 83666 

https://www.lapfordcc.org.uk/ 
 

Please visit our website for information about the Foodbank and The ARK.   
You will also find lots of information about Church activities and on-line services.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All the Churches welcome everyone to any of their services and social events. 
We look forward to fellowship with you. 

mailto:vicar.ncw@gmail.com
mailto:jemg47@aol.com
mailto:lapfordcongregationalchurch@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/lapfordcongregationalchurch
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   DATES TO LOOKOUT FOR 
 

May 

 

4th  Local elections, Polling station open 7.00am to 10.00pm 
6th- 8th Coronation of King Charles III Celebrations see front 

cover 
9th   Lapford Gardening Club, Woodland Walk, 7.00pm 
14th Copy deadline for June Lapford Lookout, 6.00pm 
16th  Lapford Annual Parish Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
18th   Ladies of Lapford, How to fill a hanging basket, The ARK  

7.30pm 
20th Chulmleigh and District Garden Society, Coffee morning 

and plant stall, Chulmleigh Town Hall, 9.00am - 11.00am 
25th   Lapford Over 60 Club, tba 
27th   Lapford Village Market - cancelled 
27th Lapford Car Boot Sale, Lapford Playing Field. 11.00am 
 

June  

13th  Lapford Gardening Club, Garden visit, 7.30pm 
14th Copy Deadline for July Lapford Lookout 6.00pm 
15th  Ladies of Lapford, A talk about the Lydcott Collection, 

The ARK, 7.30pm 
18th   Open Air Theatre Much Ado About Nothing, Lower 

Town Place, 2.30pm 
18th  Friends of St Thomas AGM, tba 
24th   Lapford Village Market 
29th   Lapford Over 60 Club, tba 
 

July onwards  

7th-9th July -  Lapford Revel 
11th July -  Lapford Gardening Club, Garden visit, 7.30pm 
20th July -  Ladies of Lapford, Town Trail details to follow. 
22nd July -  Lapford Village Market 
27th July -    Lapford Over 60 Club, tba 
8th August -  Lapford Gardening Club, Garden visit, 7.30pm 
26th August -  Lapford Village Market 
31st August -   Lapford Over 60 Club, tba 
2nd Sept. -   Lapford Gardening Club Annual Show, 

 Victory Hall 
23rd Sept. -  Lapford Village Market 
28th Sept. -   Lapford Over 60 Club, tba 
10th October -  Lapford Gardening Club, tba 
26th October -   Lapford Over 60 Club, tba 
28th October -  Lapford Village Market 
14th Nov. -  Lapford Gardening Club, tba 
25th Nov. -  Lapford Village Market 
30th Nov. -    Lapford Over 60 Club, tba 
12th Dec. -  Lapford Gardening Club, Christmas Social, 

 7.30pm 
Dec. -     Lapford Over 60 Club, Christmas meal at The 

   Waie Inn, tba 

LAPFORD LOOKOUT 
 

Contributions welcome 
 

lapfordlookout@gmail.com 
 

Deadline for inclusion in the next issue:  
6.00 p.m. on the 14th May for inclusion in the June issue 

LAPFORD OUTREACH  
POST OFFICE 

 

OPENING HOURS: 
 

Monday  9.00 - 12.00 
Wednesday  9.00 - 12.00 
Friday  9.00 - 12.00 

LAPFORD’S DEFIBRILATOR 
 

is on the outside of  
The Orchard Centre  

in Orchard Way 
 

What 3 Words app location: 
emperor.stated.stapled 

LAPFORD PROJECT 2000  
QUIZZICAL THANKS 

 

Thank you to those that came along to support our Quizzical 
Afternoon Tea on 1st April.  We hope you all enjoyed 
yourselves.  We received feedback that the hall looked lovely, 
the cakes were delicious, the atmosphere was good and you 
certainly all seemed to enjoy the ‘quizzical’ elements.  £148.35 
was raised. 

 

 

LAPFORD WEATHER MARCH 2023 
 

Slightly milder than average, very wet. 
 

The warmest day was the 17th with a maximum of 14.3oC and 
the coolest was the 5th which only managed 4.1oC. The coldest 
night was on the 3rd when the temperature fell to -3.0oC and 
the temperature at grass level fell to a chilly -8.3oC.  
 

Total rainfall was 158.3 mm, more than double the average 
rainfall for March, and the second wettest March in 35 years 
(2018 was wetter). The wettest day was the 8th with a fall of 
41.5mm, my wettest March day on record. 
 

The windiest day was the 30th with a 
gust of 44 m.p.h. March is supposed to 
‘come in like a lion and out like a lamb’ 
but this year it was the other way 
round. You can’t trust these old country 
sayings! 

 

Andy Epstein 

EXETER CATHEDRAL CHOIR 
IN ST PETER’S CHURCH 
ZEAL MONACHORUM 
SATURDAY 20TH MAY 

4.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 
Tichets £10 available online at  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/exetercathedral/t-krynrpo  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/exetercathedral/t-krynrpo
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Invitation 
 
 

Lapford Lookout                                
    Helpers and 

Delivery Volunteers 
 

“Big Help Out” 
 

Monday 8th May 7.30 p.m. The ARK 
 

As part of the Coronation Celebrations 
the Lapford Project 2000 Committee,  
which produces the Lapford Lookout, 

cordially invites all current helpers  
and delivery volunteers to a 

 

Wine & Cheese Social Evening 
 

R.S.V.P. to susanbriantevans@gmail.com or call Lapford 83763 
If you are willing to help with the monthly delivery of the 
Lapford Lookout then please let us know and come along. 

RHUBARB COMPOTE 
 

1 lb (500g) rhubarb cut into 
small chunks  
½ teaspoon vanilla extract  
3 tablespoons Demerara 
sugar 
1 orange 
 

Put the rhubarb, vanilla and sugar in a saucepan and add the 
finely grated zest and juice of the orange.  
Cook over a gentle heat until the rhubarb chunks are tender.  
This is good with yogurt or ice-cream. 
For a quickly prepared rhubarb fool, puree the compote and 
add it to Greek style yogurt or ¼ pint (150ml) lightly whipped 
double cream. 
 

Paul Cleave 

LAPFORD VILLAGE MARKET 
 

Please note the May Village Market has been cancelled. 

LAPFORD GARDENING CLUB 
 

Fuchsias were the subject of last month’s 
meeting and the Club welcomed Mike Follett 
who gave a fascinating illustrated talk. 
Originating in the southern hemisphere, many 
varieties are hardy in our climate, indeed some 
make wonderful hedges in the south west.  
There are literally thousands of different cultivated varieties of 
the less hardy varieties that are popular for summer display 
and Mike gave a glimpse of some of these during his talk. 
 

For the next five months meetings will be held in member’s 
gardens. 
 

Our host for next month is David Bragg who has invited 
members, and potential members, to  
 

Enjoy a walk in his Bluebell Wood  
Tuesday 9th May at 7.00 p.m.  

 

Access via Holmefield, Kelland Hill.  Please walk up from village 
or park in area around industrial units and walk. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING  

SUPPORT OF THE FOODBANK 
 

We would be grateful for the  
following donations: 

 

Coffee, Tea, Drinking Chocolate, 
Rice Pudding, Custard, 

Tinned fruit, 
Rice, Pasta, Pasta Sauces, 

Tuna, Baked Beans, Tinned Meats, 
Tinned Tomatoes, Vegetables, Carrots,  

Peas, Sweetcorn, Soups, 
Breakfast cereals (not porridge) 

Toilet Rolls. 

 
 
 
 

LADIES OF LAPFORD MEETINGS (LOL) 

Please come and join us in The Ark at 7.30 p.m. 
 

Thursday May 18th
 

Trish will be demonstrating how to plant a hanging basket  
and we can share our ideas on how to make them  

last the summer long. 
 

Thursday June 15th  
 

Joanna will be bringing the Lydcott Collection,  
a selection of vintage textiles, embroidery,  

books and accessories for us to view. 
All welcome -  there will be coffee and cake! 

mailto:susanbriantevans@gmail.com
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 CHULMLEIGH FLORAL  
ART SOCIETY 

 

We would like to thank everyone who 
donated, helped and supported our 
coffee morning on 18th March 2023 when 
a total of  £482.20 was raised.  We are 
very grateful to everyone who came. 
 

Heather Russell 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL NOTES,  
MARCH 2023 

 

Please note this is a summary of the main points of interest. A 
copy of the draft minutes will be made available on the Council 
website, www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk  and on the notice 
boards in the Orchard Centre and in The ARK. 
 

The Parish Council met on 28th March 2023 in the Victory Hall. 
Twenty-one members of the public attended. 
 

• County Councillor Margaret Squires indicated that the 
Mobile Library service was under threat of being shut 
down and that there was a consultation being 
undertaken on the County website on this matter.  The 
consultation would be running until 26th May 2023. 

• The main topic of discussion was the Youth Club & 
Lower Town Place full report, which had been 
circulated and published before the meeting.  The 
report can be seen either on the Parish Council 
website, www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk or by 
contacting the clerk by email or phone, the details of 
which are below. 

• After an open and lively discussion, including the 
members of the public present, it was concluded that 
the report would be adopted.  There was no need to 
obtain further legal advice on it or its conclusions, and 
in principle to move forward as a community on the 
basis of the report’s conclusions. 

• The Lapford Annual Parish Meeting would be held at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 16th May 2023 at the Victory Hall. 
The hope is that this meeting would enable members 
of the public to come forward with their ideas of how 
the objectives of the community could be met and to 
guide the new councillors in their work for the coming 
year. 

• The Orchard Centre Fire Risk Assessment had identified 
a number of matters that need to be addressed on 
safety grounds.  The clerk would look to make the most 
urgent matters happen as soon as he could. 

• All were reminded that the Parish Council Elections 
were due to happen on 4th May 2023, if more than 10 
people were nominated.  The deadline for nominations 
was 4th April 2023 so time was short for this to take 
place. 

• Sue Briant-Evans reported that the organising of the 
Coronation celebrations for the weekend of 6th to 8th 
May 2023 was going well.  All are welcome. 

• The next meeting would be on Tuesday 11th April 2023. 
 

Rob Martin is the Parish Clerk and his contact details are: 
Email: clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk  
Phone: 07768 829511 

LIST OF NOMINEES FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS 
 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

NOMINEE    PROPOSER  SECONDER 
Roy Andrews   Brian J Madge  Patricia A   
         Gowie  
Sue Briant-Evans  Damien T Fletcher Joan Graham 
John Bimbo Burrows  Stacey A Lumsdon Briony A Clinch 
Julie May Down  Peter J Heal  Caroline M 
         Tithecott 
Steven Fletcher   Gemma C Cran  George D   
         French   
Bill Graham   Briony A Clinch  Susan Briant- 
         Evans 
Malcolm John Hayes  Grace Hill   Jonathan  
         Willatt 
Peter John Heal  Julie M Down  Rita M Heal 
Stacey Ann Lumsdon  Briony A Clinch  William J F  
         Graham 
Alex Shapland   Peter J Heal  Rita M Heal 
Abigail Whittaker  Peter J Heal  William J F 
         Graham 
Ian James Wilkie  Donna Parrott  Briony A Clinch 

 

TAW VALE, MID DEVON DISTRICT COUCIL 
 

NOMINEE    PROPOSER  SECONDER 
Conservative Party Candidate 
Clive Jeffrey Eginton  Peter J Heal  Rita M Heal 
Liberal Democrats Candidate 
Steve Keable   David C Bragg  Susan Briant- 
         Evans 

PARISHIONERS ENCOURAGED TO VOTE 
 

Elections for both Lapford Parish Council and the Taw Vale 
Ward of Mid Devon District Council take place on Thursday 
4th May.  Our polling station will be at the Victory Hall, 
Lapford, and the voting hours are from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
 

Readers are politely requested to celebrate our hard won 
democratic right to vote by voting!  These elections only take 
place every four years so it really is your chance to have a say 
on who runs your Councils. 
 

There are twelve candidates for Lapford Parish Council and we 
each have up to ten votes.  It is important to remember that 
you don’t have to vote for ten candidates, but that you can 
vote for up to ten so this is your opportunity to choose those 
candidates who you think will do their best for Lapford going 
forward. 
 

There are two candidates for Mid Devon District Council and 
we each have one vote.  There is no election for Nymet 
Rowland Parish Council. 
 

Please also note that everyone will need to take 
Photo ID to the Polling Station to be able to vote. 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL NOTES APRIL 2023 
 

At the time of going to print, we had not received any notes 
from the April meeting of the Parish Council.  We hope to be 
able to bring you up to date with the April meeting in the June 
issue of the Lapford Lookout. 

http://www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
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LAPFORD REVEL 7TH - 9TH JULY 2023 
CHOOSING THE ROYAL PARTY 

At the last Revel, two years ago, there were two kings and two queens to appoint 
reflecting the fact that there had been no Revel the previous year.  There is a 
similar situation this time round.  So, the Revel Committee has been scratching its 
head to think of the fairest way of choosing this year’s Royal party, given that not 
all of the children living in the village go to school here.  
 

The proposed solution is that this year and last year’s Year 6 children write a letter of application to the Revel Committee by May 
21st setting out why they would like to be a Revel King or Queen this year.  Letters can be sent via email to the Revel contacts listed 
at the back of this Lapford Lookout or posted through The ARK letter box.  They will then be assessed independently of the 
Committee, parent or any other interested party to choose the successful candidates.  (Please state which Year 6 the child belongs 
to).  Please note that Revel Kings and Queens are asked to undertake official duties other than the Revel Procession, Crowning and 
Fayre Opening later in the year.  Typically, these have included laying a posy at the Remembrance service in November and 
switching on the village Christmas tree lights. 
 

The Revel attendants, two from each school year below year 6, will be chosen by taking names out of a hat, again an independent 
procedure.  Please submit the names of children wishing to take part in this by May 21st stating the school year the child belongs 
to, through the School, via email as above or by hand via The ARK letter box. 
 

Lapford Revel Committee 

NOEL PARRY – LAPFORD HISTORIAN 
 

Noel Parry had a hand in so many different aspects of village life.  I just wanted to pay tribute to one: enthusing an interest in our 
village history.  He left a tremendous legacy in his historical research and writings.  
 

In an article on Lapford, he once made reference to the love song On The Street Where You Live from My Fair Lady: “People stop 
and stare.  They don't bother me, for there's nowhere else on earth that I would rather be”.  He was a Welshman, pleased that 
Lapford had become his home and it remained so for more than half his life.  He loved a song and loved Lapford.  He even wrote 
that the history of Lapford was, for him, a sort of love song.  He imparted this passion for the village to so many people.  
 

As head teacher at Lapford School, he enthused a whole generation in village history in many inventive ways.  He took classes to 
see Professor Malcolm Todd’s excavations of the 2000 year old hill fort at Rudge Farm and to the even more important excavation 
at Bury Barton, Lapford which revealed, in the professor’s words, “the best preserved Roman hill-fort in the South-West”.  How 
fantastic that Lapford School children witnessed the discovery of what is now believed to be the lost fort of Nymetstatio and if 
archaeological digs weren’t every child’s idea of a good afternoon out, you can be sure Noel made it exciting!  
 

Noel wrote numerous articles on Lapford history for the Lapford Lookout, but his best remembered writings are probably his 
books. In 1995 he published Lapford: The 2000 Year Story of a Mid-Devon Village which chronicled the village story through time 
in a way that everybody could understand and enjoy.  He was a teacher and he delivered the ultimate history lesson – educational 
but wondrous.  In 1998 he celebrated the 150th anniversary of the Congregational Chapel with The Light On The Hill, covering over 
200 years of the village’s non-conformist heritage.  In 1999 came 
A Mid-Devon Village, a pictorial record of Lapford from 1880.  And 
in 2006 he published A Potted History of Lapford – succinct, to the 
point and utterly fascinating.  He encouraged others to write too.  
Eric Challice’s Memories of Old Lapford was encouraged and 
published by Noel.  The ten chapters are a detailed real life picture 
of Lapford in the early years of the 1900s. 
 

Noel was key to the establishment of Lapford Village Archive, and 
it was Noel who interviewed numerous villagers for the village’s 
Millennium Project.  The tapes he made captured Noel’s own 
comforting charm, good humour and inquisitive mind –  now 
transferred to a digital format for posterity. 
 

Noel approached me in 2016 regarding setting up a village history 
website.  It was his idea and enthusiasm that got it up and 
running.  He wrote or checked many of the articles.  Shortly before leaving Lapford he passed across a box of hand written articles 
with instructions to put them, and his books and recordings onto the website “when I’m gone”.  Of course, he wanted his work 
preserved to be enjoyed by future generations, but it was Noel’s way that he didn’t want recognition.  In a similar way he quietly 
and generously donated money to village good causes.  
 

He was a kind-hearted man who loved to sing but wanted his own good deeds to go unsung. 
 

David Garton 

Noel Parry opening the new play equipment at the Playing Field in 2015 
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CORONATION REMINDERS 
 

We welcome everyone to Lapford’s Coronation Celebrations 
and look forward to seeing you all at some point during the 
celebrations. 

 

Best Decorated Front Door Competition 
Please decorate your front door for Coronation Day, 6th May. 
 

Coronation Mugs 
Please remember Coronation Mugs will  be for sale on 
Coronation Day, 6th May. 
 

Best Crown Competition 
Don’t forget to bring your Crowns to the 
Victory Hall for judging by 4.00 p.m. on 
Coronation Day, 6th May. 
 

A reminder that the categories are: 

 Under 10 

 11-16 

 Adults 
 

Church Bells 
Listen out for a special set of Coronation Call Changes on the 
Church bells on the 6th May. 
 

Lapford Celebrations Committee 

LAPFORD OVER 60’S MEETING, MARCH 2023 
 

At the March meeting of the 

Over 60’s Club, the members 

were given a fascinating 

introduction to the art of 

Bonsai by expert Paul Tebble 

(amazing what talents there 

are amongst Lapford 

residents!) Paul explained that the art of Bonsai (growing and 

training  miniature trees in containers) was first developed in 

China thousands of years ago and later adopted in other far 

Eastern countries. He then 

proceeded to 

demonstrate how to 

prepare a small tree or 

shrub by removing at least 

half the root system 

before firmly planting in a 

relatively shallow bowl. 

Frequent pruning leads to 

the tree retaining its small stature and it can then be gradually 

manipulated by further pruning to whatever shape is desired. 

Beauty lies in the eye of the beholder. We were all inspired to 

have a go ourselves, and hopefully by the time the Club visits 

Paul’s garden later this year, one or two of us may have our 

own attempts at Bonsai ready to impress him! 
 

Andy Epstein 

LAPFORD & DISTRICT 
OVER 60 CLUB 

 

The first long trip of the year 
took place on 12th April, leaving 
Lapford at 9.30 a.m. and hoping 
for better weather to come. 
 

Despite the inclement weather and a few dodgy jokes from 
the very friendly driver, James, (he would have made a good 
“trolley dolly” with his descriptions of the emergency exits and 
where they are.)  I think everyone enjoyed the day, most 
heading for the shops or Wetherspoons at Bridport and 
Weymouth. 
 

Thank you to Carol and Linda, and Blakes, for organising the 
trip.  Here’s to the next one!   
 

Jeanne Whittaker 
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QUIZZICAL AFTERNOON TEA 

 

I think we all thought that we 
were competing for “Brain of 
Britain” during this fun filled 
afternoon, which included 
everyone remembering facts 
from way back when, 
recognising celebrities when 
they were children and even a 
musical quiz.  Cream teas and 
cake were in abundance and 
begging to be eaten!  It would 
be rude not to wouldn’t it? 
The afternoon was rounded off 
with a draw with wonderful 
prizes including Easter goodies 

and chicken dinners.  Something for everyone.  Well done to 
all who organised the event and the helpers.  
 

Jeanne Whittaker 

HAVE YOU BEEN TO SEE THE LATEST 
EXHIBITION IN THE ARK? 

 

Children who attend Lapford Youth Club have been  
working hard on artwork to celebrate the forthcoming  

Coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camilla. 
Their work will be on display in The ARK until the  

end of May so please pop in to have a look. 

 LAPFORD BOOK CLUB REVIEW: SHAKESPEARE BY BILL BRYSON 
  

How do you write a book about William Shakespeare when the main character lived 500 years 
ago and left very little in the way of hard facts?  Add to this that even Shakespeare scholars agree 
that every biography written is 5% fact and 95% conjecture.  Even his name is rarely spelt the 
same way twice! 
 

Bill Bryson get around the problem by writing a book that is full of well known names from that 
time and is littered with interesting facts – did you know that Shakespeare’s work contains 
138,198 commas, 267,744 colons and 15,785 question marks?  Neither did I until now. 
 

Shakespeare was born in 1564, only three facts that can be proved are the dates of his baptism, 
wedding and the birth of his three children, a daughter and twin boy and girl.  In fact rather more 
is known of his father, John, as his name appeared frequently in the Public Record Office for 
usury.  William was one of eight children, the only one who married.  He attended the local 
grammar school where he learnt to read and write and a great deal of the education was carried 
out in Latin.  After he left school when he was about 15, William Shakespeare again disappears 
from our view until three years later, when he applied for a licence to marry Anne Hathaway.  
 

It is not known when Shakespeare left his family, perhaps to go to London at some time in the years between 1585 and 1592, 
There is no trace of him as he established himself as an actor and playwright.  Bill Bryson tells us a great deal about London as it 
was then, I found this all fascinating  but some of our reading group were disappointed that t.ere were so few personal facts.  We 
do know that he wrote for the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, amongst the members of this group was John Heminges who, 30 years 
later, co-wrote the First Folio of Shakespeare plays.  I was surprised to learn that there were several plays that I had never heard 
of, let alone read or seen.  According to the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations, William Shakespeare  produced about 1/10 of all the 
most quotable sentences in English.  Many scholars have suggested that a poorly educated country man was incapable of 
producing such complicated works and over 50 candidates have been suggested.  These include many well known names:- Edward 
de Vere (Earl of Oxford) Francis Bacon, Christopher Marlow, Mary Sidney (Countess of Pembroke) and William Stanley (6th Earl of 
Derby).  We do know that, like many others, Shakespeare “borrowed “ from other playwrights, it was the way that he put the 
stories together that made his works so memorable. 
 

The final thing that I found very interesting is that we all think that we know what Shakespeare looked like.  Do we?  There are 
only three likenesses.  First of all, the Chandos portrait bought by the Earl of Ellesmere and gifted to the National Portrait Gallery in 
1856, secondly a Copper Plate Engraving by Martin Doesboutt, used as the frontispiece for the First Folio, generally agreed to be a 
very poor painting and thirdly a painted life size statue, the centre piece  in a wall monument in the Holy Trinity Church, Stratford 
upon Avon by Ghereart Janson who had actually lived near the Globe Theatre so may have seen William Shakespeare (but it is not 
a very flattering image). 
 

If you enjoy reading about the 16th century life, you will really enjoy this book, if you want to learn more about William 
Shakespeare you will have to search elsewhere as there are  not a great deal of actual facts known....just read his plays.  
 

Jill Doe 
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THOUGHTS FROM  

THE ARK  
 

I sometimes wonder if anyone 
remembers the first day The 
ARK Cafe opened - Revel 2015. 
 

The downstairs was finished 
but upstairs had yet to be completed, and the only access was 
a ladder!!  We served cream teas, cake, teas and coffee – 
standing room only.  The Malt Scoop was in the middle of 
refurbishment, so they were not able to open. 
 

I remember someone bringing his grandson in a pushchair and 
basically being stopped in his tracks by the number of people 
in the cafe. 
 

There are some days when things haven’t changed much.  The 
cafe space is not a big space and I’m fairly sure we didn’t 
envisage so many people coming in at one time. 
 

There have been so many highs and lows.  Covid being the 
greatest low, having to shut for such a long time. 
 

When we first started it was all about the Foodbank, and still 
is to a certain extent.  The cafe allows us to use some of the 
money to top up when donations are down. 
 

I wonder how many people remember what the word ARK 
stands for – if you’ve ever seen the film “Evan, Almighty”, you 
will know right away.  It stands for acts of random kindness, 
which has always been the reason for The ARK’s existence. 
 

A place in the village for people to meet, feel welcomed, 
listened to, but sometimes that’s not always possible because 
of the volume of people and the lack of space. 
 

The volunteers are amazing and do their very best, but they 
are volunteers – no-one gets paid, no-one, unless you count 
serving people and enjoying being with people. 
 

Most are retired and not so fast on our feet but all of us enjoy 
being part of the community.  There are times when people 
come in and just want to talk, having some one to listen to 
their story, sadly this is not always possible. 
 

Our opening times and menu have changed over the years and 
so has the layout, we are always trying to find ways to create 
more space, not always easy when the space is small to begin 
with. 
 

The ARK and Foodbank would not be able to function without 
the support and help from the village.  It is getting increasingly 
difficult, particularly with the rising prices of food and 
electricity.  Things are beginning to wear out and need 
replacing, so our budget gets a little more stretched. We are 
grateful for all the donations we have received, this certainly 
helps the Foodbank. 
 

It’s not all doom and gloom, it’s really lovely to hear all the 
laughter and chatter that goes on each Tuesday and Friday, 
with conversations going backwards and forwards across the 
room. 
 

The ARK has an amazing story and perhaps one day it will be 
committed to print for everyone to read and enjoy. 
 

The ARK Team 

LADIES ENJOY  
LIGHT BITES 

 

Our theme for the night was 
Cakes, Custard and Quiz.  
The idea was that we sample 
a few of each other’s ideas for light bites, exchange recipes 
perhaps, and we would test our knowledge with a food quiz.  
Members turned up with a promising array of goodies for us 
to taste and these were set out for us to admire and to tempt 
us while we had a go at the quiz.  Either Sue was very kind 
with her questions or we were all brilliant because everyone 
scored highly.  The answers were all there in the form of 
multiple choice which probably had a lot to do with it.  My 
main problem with quizzes (as I get older) is that even when I 
know the answer, it will not come to mind but sort of floats 
about maddeningly just out of reach.  Hence, I feel I have a 
much better chance with multiple choice!  As usual, there was 
some friendly banter and heckling over the quiz and what was 
the right answer. 
 

After that, the kettle went on and teas and coffees were 
provided to enjoy with a tasting session.  We usually have 
something to nibble with our evenings but on this occasion, 
we were thoroughly spoilt for choice.  I’d like to rattle off a list 
of the offerings that were brought along but I was too busy 
enjoying myself to make a list and, of course, now, I can’t 
remember all of them (memory again!).  I don’t want to 
mention some and not others because what I do remember is 
that they were all gratefully received.  (Note to self, write 
about the next Ladies’ night immediately after the event!)  In 
some cases, portions of cake that we were too full to try were 
popped into the cupboard or freezer to use in The ARK so a 
useful contribution was made and nothing went to waste. 
 

It was a simple evening with the usual chatter and laughter, at 
the end of which I suspect we all went home a little heavier 
than when we arrived. 

 

Sue Raffill 

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE 
 

Over many years, the ancient stone bank which lies between 
the Church Green and Lower Town Place has gradually fallen 
into a poor state of repair.  Most of the stone on the north 
side has disappeared, and part of the bank closest to the 
Church has started to collapse. 
 

The good news is that work is now starting on the restoration 
of the bank, ensuring its survival for generations to come. 
Lapford Church Green Trustees and HOLD are jointly funding 
the work, having secured planning permission from Mid-
Devon District Council. 
 

To ensure the long-term sustainability of the bank, the existing 
stonework will need to be carefully dismantled before being 
rebuilt in the traditional manner.  Stones salvaged from Lower 
Town Place will also be used to replace those that are 
currently missing, including the replacement of unsightly 
modern blockwork close to the Victory Hall.  Finally, the top of 
the bank will be planted with native shrubs and wildflowers, 
ensuring that it continues to provide a home for nature. 
 

Peter Todderdill  
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8.00—2.00 

 

Site Works 
Driveways 
Drainage 

Foundations 
Landscaping 

Septic Tanks 
Treatment Plants 
Retaining Walls 
Stone Walling 

Printed Concrete 

Mobile: 07976 641606 
Email: elwynkerry@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like a last resting place  
in beautiful countryside  
overlooking Dartmoor 

phone 01647 24382 and speak to 
Julie or Martin Chatfield 

www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

Your One Stop Country Shop 
• Farm Pet Equine & Farm Supplies 
• Open 6 days a week 
• Lord’s Meadow, Crediton 
• www.edwintucker.com.  
• 01363 772202  
• Free parking, friendly service, competitive prices 

http://www.edwintucker.com
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THE BIG SWEEP 

YOUR LOCAL REGISTERED CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 
 

 FOR A CLEAN AND  
EFFICIENT SERVICE 

PLEASE CONTACT RICHARD 
 

MOB: 07810 116798 
 

EMAIL:  
richard@thebigsweep 

northdevon.co.uk 

NICK TUCKER 
Qualified Carpenter & General Builder 

Working in the village for 25 years 
 

EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS,  
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS,  

DOUBLE GLAZING & CONSERVATORIES, 
DECORATION & GENERAL MAINTENANCE 

 
Prospect House, Lapford 

Tel: (01363) 83601 

The Old Malt Scoop Inn 
 

Opening Times 
Daily from noon until close. 

Food served from noon till 2.30 pm  
and again from 6.00 pm until 8.30 pm 

 
For details of special events,  
live music and quiz nights,  

please check our website or  
Facebook page….or give us a ring! 

 
www.theoldmaltscoopinn.co.uk 

 
Pop in and see us, email or give us a call: 
eatdrinkstay@theoldmaltscoopinn.co.uk 

01363 83330 
 

Catriona & Jonathan 

Quality 
hardwood logs 

cut to order 
and kindling. 
All aspects of 

low impact 
forestry. 

 

Call Josh on  
 01363 83908 or 
  07792 906258 

Located just outside Copplestone, POOCHES PADDOCK, 
provides a safe and secure space for your dog to run and play.  
 

We offer exclusive use of a 5-acre, high fenced field for your 
dog to roam free without any worry of it running off or coming 
into contact with other dogs and livestock.  
 

Visit pooches-paddock.co.uk  
to find out more information and to book your session.  

 

TEN ACRES VINEYARD CAMPING 
 

 
 

• Free local wine deliveries to Winkleigh and surrounding area Fridays or collect 

from us by appointment. 
 

• Guided vineyard tours & wine-tasting  From 1st May - 30th September  every 

Saturday at 4.30 p.m. Private group tours also available (min 6 people/the 

cost of 6 people). Booking essential for all tours. 
 

• Campsite & Devon Wine Shack open 1st May - 30th September. For tents/ small 

campervans. Glamping also available. Booking essential. 
 

•  Order wine/gift vouchers and book glamping/camping on our  website. 

Contact Esther/Toby for tour booking info and availability 
                                                                 

    W: www.tenacresvineyardcamping.co.uk     

E:  tenacrescamping@hotmail.co.uk    T:  (01837) 83892 
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For all your domestic, 

agricultural  
and commercial pest control 

needs.  
 

 

From Rats and Mice to Wasps and Fleas, contact me  
for a quick, convenient solution to pest problems.  

 

I am fully qualified and insured.  
 

Based in Zeal Monachorum covering all of  
Mid Devon and surrounding areas.  

 

www.middevonpestcontrol.co.uk  
Tel. 07725 520466 / 01363 881473  

Email: enquiries@middevonpestcontrol.co.uk 

• Now cutting lawns & 
paddocks up to 4 acres 

The Devonshire Dumpling 

 

Family Pub and Dining 
 

Two course lunch menu 
£12.95 Wednesday to Saturday 

 
 

Please call 01363 85102 to book or email 
thedevonshiredumpling@gmail.com 

 

See website for opening hours: 
www.devonshire-dumpling.com 
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EX17 6QT 
 

TEL: 01363 83373 
 

Our professional workmanship is available  
in all of the following disciplines 

 
MOT class 4 & 7 (motorhomes & transits) 

Servicing 
Diagnostics 

Air conditioning 
Car sales 

Tyres 
Exhausts 
Batteries 

 
We offer a local vehicle collection service or  

courtesy cars for your convenience 
 

ATA & Bosch Accredited Diagnostic Technicians 
 

www.lapfordcrossgarage.co.uk  

 
DOORSTEP MILK DELIVERY 

SERVICE IN LAPFORD  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free range pasteurised  
Whole Milk  

doorstep refills 

Monday Evenings 
 Between 4 - 8pm 

Thursday Mornings 
Before 7.30am 

 

Please call 01363 779134 or 
email milk@kellanddairy.co.uk  

for more information. 

 MOBILE UNISEX HAIR STYLIST  
WITH OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

*  
HOME VISITS  

to Lapford and surrounding areas  
* 

Call JACKIE on 07771 986140  
or email: jawhite125@btinternet.com 

MARTIN DOWN - 07812 513383 
 

GARDEN MACHINERY/ATV 
SERVICE & REPAIR 

 

NEW STIHL/VIKING MACHINES TO ORDER 
 

SECOND-HAND MACHINES 
 

COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY  

SERVICE AVAILABLE 

STEVE WREFORD 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 

 Lawn mowing Hedge cutting 
 Strimming Turf laying 
 Fencing Patios and Decking 
 Pressure washing General garden tidying 

Any other jobs considered 

Tel: 01363 884269 (ans available) 
Mob: 07918 866675 

mailto:milk@kellanddairy.co.uk
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Workshop:  Unit 17 Marsh Lane, Crediton, EX17 1ES 

Memorials in Granite – Marble – Slate & Stone 
New Memorials – Renovations – Additional Inscriptions 

Home visits – Free estimates & brochure on request 

For a caring personal service call our family 
run business which covers all of Devon 
 

Crediton   01363 776816  
Mobile       07850 128413 
Email         fjsmemorials@outlook.com 

F. J. STEVENS & SON Ltd. 
Monumental Masons 

Rug revolution sept 2022 
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 Lapford Lodge  
Boarding Kennels and Cattery 

 

The new owners Neil and Jade and their young 
family will be pleased to welcome old and new 

canine and feline customers.  
 

Fully licensed premises ensuring your pet is not only 
well cared for, but safe.  A secure pet is a happy pet. 
 

Doggy Daycare now available. 
Telephone: 01363 83414 or email: 

neilmanning1973@gmail.com 

A. White & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

 

Albert Road, Crediton, 
Devon. EX17 2BZ 

 

(01363) 772043 
Email: whitesfs@btconnect.com 

 

Members of the N.A.F.D. and S.A.I.F. 
Prepayment Plans Available 

 

 
 

 
 

Special i s t s  in  Digi ta l  Aer ia l  & 
Sate l l i t e  Syst ems  

 
 

•  Aerial Upgrades  
•  All aspects of installation  
•  Extra TV Points  
•  TV Wall Mounting Service  
•  Existing Aerial & Satellite 

Problems Solved  
•  DAB/FM Radio Aerials  
•  Free Telephone Advice  
•  Free Quotation Services  
 

01363 777190               07841 644395 
kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 

www.kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

mailto:neilmanning1973@gmail.com
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S.J.CARNE 
Independent Family Owned 
Funeral Directors 

Established over 60 years 
Personal Attention Day and Night 
 
 
 

Samantha 
Summerhayes, Ingleigh Green,  
Winkleigh, Devon, EX19 8AT 

Email: samjcarne@outlook.com 
Tel: 01837 680199 
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Viv Pulford 

Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Diploma in Foot Health,  
and BSc in Adult Nursing. 
Tel No 01884 861306 or  

07827 779559 
 

Nail Cutting and filing 
Corn Callus Removal 

Deal with Fungal Infections / Thickened Nails 
Discounts for two or more people in same house 

 
For treatment in the comfort  

of your own home 

 Overworked or Stressed?        Achey muscles? 
Tense shoulders?                   Stiff back? 

  

 Massage Therapy in Lapford. 
 

Penny King 
VTCT level 3 diplomas in Holistic Therapies,  

Aromatherapy, Sports Massage 
 

Please feel free to contact me to find out more,  
discuss your needs or book an appointment. 

 

FB page 
'Penny King Complementary Therapist MFHT' 
Tel 01363 83091 
Mob  07851 726791 
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Midmoors Electrical  

Services 
 

• House rewires 
• EV chargers 
• EICRs 
• Consumer unit replacements 
• Lighting solutions 
• Outdoor socket installations 
• Fault finding  

 

Fully qualified and insured electricians 
 

Tel: 07954 110569 
       07581 057191 

 

Email: wbellfield@gmail.com 
     nbellfield@gmail.com 

 

https://midmoorsdevelopments.co.uk 
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PART-TIME 

HOUSEKEEPER/ 
CLEANER NEEDED 

 

For Holiday Cottage in Lapford 
Reliable, practical, person required  

to carry out domestic cleaning  
to a high standard (including linens)  

Good rate paid.   
Work Hours:  

typically 3 hours in cottage  
(+ time for linens)  

starting at 10am on changeover day 
(usually Friday) 

 

Contact Nicola to find out more 
01403 240024 or 07958 230573 
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THE QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY  
 

The planting of an English Oak (Quercus robur) took place on Lapford Playing Field. The Queen's 
Green Canopy is an initiative that began in May 2021 in the United Kingdom in honour of the 
Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II in 2022.  To increase and protect the native tree cover, people 
were urged to create this 'special gift' for the Queen, to mark her 70 years on the throne.  The first 
Green Canopy tree was planted in Windsor in March 2021 by Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Charles, 
although the initiative was not officially opened until May 2021.  
One million trees were planted between October 2021 and March 
2022.  Lapford joined this initiative, and the planting of an English 

Oak which supports over 2,300 species of wildlife, providing space to shelter, feed and breed, on 
the boundary between the Playing Field and the small playground was arranged by the Parish 
Council and Lapford Youth Playing Field Trust.  Florence Mills was first to wield the spade, 
followed by Peter Heal, Sue Briant-Evans and Roy Andrews.  The event was well attended by many 
local residents who turned up to observe the planting of the tree, and we looking forward to 
watching this tribute to Her Majesty grow over the coming years.  
 

Jeanne Whittaker  

CHURCH GREEN FACE LIFT AND FENCE RENEWAL  
UPDATE 

 

Grateful thanks to all who have already become MATCHERs [more needed please] and sponsored Posts and Rails. 
Thanks to the MOLEs and MUCKERs offering voluntary assistance. 

Together we will be the MAKERS of a restored ‘Church Green.’ 
 

When will all this happen? 
Last two weeks of June so hopefully completed in time for Revel. 

 

What is actually going to happen? 
 

FENCE RENEWAL 
 

• The Fence will be renewed using Oak donated from a local woodland. [Same as The ARK fence] 
• The entrance gates from the road giving access to the path across the Church Green into the Church will be properly rehung 

on new posts.  
 

RESTORATION of the BANK between Church Green and Lower Town Place (LTP). 
 

• Church Green Trustees (CGT) and Heart Of Lapford Development (HOLD) Assoc. are working together and responding to a 
recent community campaign to retain the bank. 

• CGT have been granted planning permission to fully RESTORE the stone faced banking on the Church Green side. 
• HOLD is fully committed to creating a stone faced bank on the LTP side where there was no bank before LTP was developed 

as public space. 
• All the stone needed will come from the stone reclaimed from LTP site. 
• Together this will create a visually attractive Stone Faced Devon Bank that significantly adds to our Lapford Heritage. 
• Planning Permission also allowed for the replacement of the concrete block section of the current bank with a wooden 

pedestrian accessible gate from the Church Green into LTP. This will give safe pedestrian access from the car park to The 
ARK 

NB Any mechanical preparation needed to enable all the above will be undertaken carefully, sensitively, expertly and with public 
safety in mind. 
 

Any questions or further donations or volunteer offers please contact: 
 

Abi Whittaker (CGT Chair] 07565 768386 abigail.whittaker@lapfordparishcouncil.org   
Peter Norman (HOLD Chair) 07470 408884  

CHULMLEIGH & DISTRICT GARDEN SOCIETY 
 

 Coffee Morning on Saturday 20th May between 9.00 a.m. – 11.00 a.m.  

at the Town Hall, Chulmleigh, EX18 7BR.   
 

There will be a plant stall, as well as a baked goods sale table, raffle and refreshments.  The Garden Society meets monthly, usually 
in the evening.  Meetings include visiting speakers who cover a wide range of subjects and Summer outings.  Annual membership 
is £10 and guests are very welcome to attend our meetings at £3 per session. 

mailto:abigail.whittaker@lapfordparishcouncil.org
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LAPFORD’S THRIVING YOUTH CLUB 
 

While the restrictions of the pandemic years fade from memory the importance of social activity for our 
children and young people has never been so great.  Lapford Youth Club continues to thrive and, in this our 
second full year of running since Covid, we as a group have extended to three different types of sessions in any 
month.  Thursday Hi Fives with attendances circa 30 per session, while down slightly on this time last year, 
means that we don’t have to impose a “cap” of 40.  Friday Night Drop-in continues to be circa 10 that we 
anticipate will pick-up with the warmer weather and lighter evenings.  Saturday Hi Five Juniors for mums and 4
- to 7-year-olds has been this year’s innovation. 
 

All made possible by our great volunteer base of 20+ adults and the terrific energy and dedication of Cat Seymour.  In a very long 
career of working with organisations who work with young people I am impressed with the commitment of so many helpers.  In 
the background there is the additional support given by the Management Committee, banking the income and paying the bills, 
where our finances are kept in order by Treasurer Sue Briant-Evans.  Thank you everyone. 
 

At last, after four years in the doldrums, we can turn our attention to positively working out what facilities can be provided for 
children and young people around the Hall and Lower Town Place.  I am delighted to say that last week Lapford Parish Council,  
with only one Councillor against, voted to accept the Clerk’s Report.  At a cost of circa £10k to Lapford Council Taxpayers the 
report concludes: 
 

Youth Club Management Committee did nothing wrong and there is no missing money; 
Lower Town Place is owned by the community; 
There is a thriving Youth Club, draw a line, move on and plan. 

 

Planning next steps is on the agenda for the Committee meeting that follows.  We need to recreate the momentum that was 
started in 2019 and stopped by a few who opposed the wishes of the many.  This Committee tried to re-boot this drive last year 
with the “Youth Club of the Future” document that set the statistical demand by our children, identified the current shortcomings, 
and outlined three Exeter projects for new buildings at circa £800k to construct.  The Council declined to receive this paper until 
the Clerk’s Report had been written and voted upon.  This is now done and dusted and with elections in May ‘hope is eternal’ that 
progress will start in earnest from June. 
 

Steve Keable – Lapford Youth Club Chair’s Annual Report 4 April 2023 

 

THE BIG (LAPFORD) HELP OUT 
Monday 8th May at 10-00 a.m. 

 
Meet at the Orchard Centre for: Litter-picking, Car Park Weeding,  

Gardening/Tidying at Lower Town Place. 
(All children to be accompanied and supervised by an accompanying adult) 
Free Thank You Lunch to be served in the Victory Hall from 12-00 noon. 

 

It would really help to know the numbers for lunch in advance so: 
 

To book lunch please contact Julie Down (Parish Council) or Mark Tanner/Sue Briant-Evans 
(Celebrations Committee).  Contact details at the back of this Lapford Lookout.  Or fill in the 
slip below and return to The ARK. 
 

THE BIG HELP OUT 
 

I would like to book lunch on Monday 8th May for: 
 

Myself………………………...………………………   Accompanied children …………………………………..….. 
Name………………………...………………………..  Contact details …………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………...……... 



Lapford Lookout   Page 24 

 

 



Lapford Lookout   Page 25 

 

 

 

LAPFORD LOOKOUT 
TO CONTACT THE EDITOR 

 

Write to:    
Mrs. Beccy Fletcher, 36 Orchard Way, Lapford, Crediton, EX17 6PR 
Tel:  (01363) 884211 or  07791 989142    
E-mail: lapfordlookout@gmail.com  
By hand: Use the box in The Orchard Centre or the Editor’s letterbox
  

Contributions are welcome, to be used at the Editorial Team’s discretion.  
 

Our Editorial Policy: 
Published monthly, the magazine welcomes contributions on any topic  
of interest. The editorial policy is to exclude anything of a political or 
personal nature and to avoid unnecessary controversy or ill feeling.  

 

Flyers and Inserts must be approved by the Editorial Team 
prior to publication and shall only be included at the  
discretion of the Editorial Team and editorial policy.  

 

The views in this newsletter do not necessarily  
represent the views of the Editorial Team.   

© All information in this newsletter is copyright and may  
not be reproduced without the permission of the Editor. 

NATIONAL BLOOD SERVICE 
 

Donations can be made at 
Boniface Centre, Crediton, 
on 23rd May or 6th June 

from 1.10am-7.15pm 
 

Call the donor helpline on 0300 123 23 23 
for more information or to check for cancellations 

 

Do something amazing - Give Blood! 

DEVON MOBILE LIBRARY STOPS 
 
 

 
 

Lapford 
Yeo Vale Cross: 11.50-12.10 
Orchard Way: 13.45-14.55 

School: 15.00-16.00 
 

Nymet Rowland 
Opposite Village Hall: 12.30-12.50 

 

Every 4 weeks on Tuesdays 
 May 23rd, June 20th, July 18th,  

August 18th, September 12th, October 10th,  
November 7th and December 5th 

LIBRARIES UNLIMITED 
BOOKS ON WHEELS 

 

Do you have difficulty in getting to Crediton Library and 
carrying heavy books home to read?  Or even reaching the 
mobile library?  Would you like us to collect and deliver talking 
books, or large and normal printed ones of the 
kind that you enjoy, directly to your home free 
of charge?  If so, I will be happy to help.   
 

Peter Westcott - Telephone: 01363 83525 

10.00am to 2.00pm 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE COPY DEADLINE FOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LAPFORD LOOKOUT  

IS THE 14TH OF EACH MONTH 
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LAPFORD WEBSITES 
 

www.lapfordhistory.co.uk 
www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

www.lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk 
www.lapfordvictoryhall.co.uk 

www.lapfordvillage.co.uk 

LAPFORD LOOKOUT  
ADVERTISING RATES AND POLICY 

 

Lapford Lookout has a circulation of 600 copies and the advertising of 
village events is free of charge.  There is a charge for all other 
advertisements and current advertising rates, payable in advance, 
are: 

 One eighth page:    £7 per month. 
 One quarter page:  £14 per month. 
 One half page:   £28 per month. 
 Whole page:   £56 per month. 

Pay for twelve months and you get one extra month, FREE!  Please 
send all advertising requests to the Editor in time to make the 
deadline of the 14th of each month for inclusion in the next issue.  
Please allow sufficient time to make your advance payment which 
may be by BACS or cheque.  Payment details will be on your invoice. 

LAST POSTING TIMES AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 

            Mon-Fri Saturday 
Eastington Cross 9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Woodland Cottage 9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Industrial Estate 9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Highfield   9.00 a.m.  7.00 a.m. 
Orchard Way  9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Saxtons   9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Morchard Road  9.00 a.m. 7.00 a.m. 
Copplestone  4.30 p.m.  11.15 a.m. 

 

In addition, items left at the Post Office during opening hours 
will be posted that day via North Tawton. 

 

        USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

• Emergency numbers ~ 999 or 112 

• Childline ~ 0800 1111  

• Churches House Action Team ~ 01884 255606  

• Citizens Advice Bureau ~ 03444 111 444  
CAB Crediton ~ 01363 776210 (M, W, Th, 9-3) 

• Crediton Ring and Ride ~ 01363 773303 

• Crimestoppers ~ 0800 555 111 

• Dog Fouling/Fly Tipping 01884 255255 

• Environment Agency Floodline ~ 0845 9881188 

• Farming Community Network ~ 03000 111 999 

• Gas Emergency ~ 0800 111999  

• Highways (roads/lights/potholes) ~ 0345 155 1004 

• Mental Health Support Out of Hours ~ The Moorings 
@Devon ~ Exeter:   07990 790 920 or  

 Barnstaple: 07850 927 064   

• NHS for non urgent medical needs ~ 111 

• Patient Participation Group ~ Bill Graham ~ 01363 83047 

• Police Non-emergency ~ 101 

• Power cut ~ 105 or 0800 6783 105 

• RABI 24/7 Support Line ~ 0800 188 4444 

• RSPCA ~  0300 1234 999 

• Safeguarding concerns and Social Services ~ 0845 6000388 

• Samaritans ~ 116 123, 01271 374343, 01392 411711 

• SHOUT ~ Text 85258 for help from crisis volunteers 

• Water leaks or burst mains ~ 0800 230 0561 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL — www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

Cllr Peter Heal (Chair) 

 

Cllr Julie Down (Vice Chair) 

Cllr Roy Andrews 

Cllr Steven Fletcher 

Cllr Bill Graham 

Cllr Ivan Hall 

Cllr Malcolm Hayes 

Cllr John Parsley 

Cllr Alex Shapland 

Cllr Abigail Whittaker 

Parish Clerk - Rob Martin 

District Cllr Clive Eginton 

County Cllr Margaret Squires 

Mel Stride MP 

Ashlands, Lapford, EX17 6AE 

 

Rafters, Lapford, EX17 6QP 

Old Bakery, Park Road, Lapford, EX17 6QJ 

36 Orchard Way, Lapford, EX17 6PR 

Pear Tree House, Lapford, EX17 6PZ 

Ardea House, Lapford, EX17 6PU 

Bella Vista, Lapford, EX17 6QE 

The Lindens, Lapford, EX17 6PU 

Homelands, Eastington Ln, Lapford. EX17 6QE 

26 Orchard Way, Lapford. EX17 6PR  

~ 

6 Moortown, Chawleigh, Chulmleigh, EX18 7EU 

Frostland Farm, Copplestone, EX17 5NY 

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 

Home - 01363 884277 / Office - 01363 775467 

peter.heal@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83356 / julie.down@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07969 823256 / roy.andrews@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07891 142436 / steven.fletcher@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83478 / bill.graham@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83728 / ivan.hall@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83777 / malcolm.hayes@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07889 168680 / john.parsley@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07738 690937 / alex.shapland@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07565 768386 /abigail.whittaker@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07768 829511 / clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01769 580830 / ceginton@middevon.gov.uk  

01363 84337 / margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 

02072 197037 / mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

 

NEED TRANSPORT 
TO YOUR 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENT? 
 

Lapford Voluntary Car Aid provides the residents of the village 
(including friends and family staying with you) with courteous, 
reliable, fully insured drivers to get you to your appointment 
safely and on time.  Bookings can be made by telephoning 
Grace Hill on 83178.  Current fares are as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have LVCA drivers available to take anyone to have their 
Covid/flu vaccinations.  Please contact Grace as above. 

Bow Medical Centre - £6 
Chulmleigh Dental Practice - £6 

Chulmleigh Health Centre - £6 
Crediton (Breast Screening) - £7 

Crediton Community Hospital - £6 
Morchard Bishop Surgery - £5 

Redlands Health Centre - £7 
Witheridge Surgery - £6 

http://www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
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 NAME OF SOCIETY CONTACT TELEPHONE / EMAIL 

 

Adventure Gaming 

Beginners Ballroom Dancing 

Books on Wheels 
 

Friends of Langannerie (twinning) 

Friends of Lapford Mill 

Friends of Lapford School  
 

Heart for Lapford Strategy Group (H4L)  

HOLD  
 

Ladies of Lapford (LOL) 

Lapford Allotment Society 

Lapford Amateur Dramatic Society 

Lapford and District Pre-school Playgroup 

Lapford ARK 

Lapford Association Football Club 

Lapford Book Club 

Lapford Celebrations Committee 

Lapford Choir 

Lapford Church Green Trust 

 

Lapford Community Church 

Lapford Community Primary School 

Lapford Congregational Church 

 

Lapford Dog Club 

Lapford Emergency Action Plan Committee 

Lapford Emergency Response Team 

Lapford Foodbank  

Lapford Handbell Ringers 

Lapford High 5 (ages 7-12) 

Lapford Gardening Club 

Lapford Lookout 

Lapford Over 60 Club 

Lapford Parish Church  

Lapford Poppy Appeal Organiser 

Lapford Project 2000 (LP2K) 

Lapford Regeneration Committee 

Lapford Revel 

 

Lapford Victory Hall & Lower Town Place  

Lapford Village Archive 

Lapford Village Market 

Lapford Voluntary Car Aid 

Lapford Youth Club Management Committee 

Lapford Youth and Playing Field Trust 

Lower Town Place Gardening Group 
 

North Creedy Choral Society 

Nymet Rowland Village Pump 
 

Save Our Heritage Lapford 

Springers 4’s and under 
 

The Friends of St Thomas of Canterbury 

 

Mr Warren Clayburn 

Mr Steve Munday 

Mr Peter Westcott 
 

Mr Peter Henshaw 

Mr Alex Gater 

Mrs Stacey Lumsdon 
 

Secretary 

Mr Bill Graham 
 

Mrs Joy Quickenden 

Mr Raymond Waldron 

Mr Ian Wilkie 

Mrs Lorraine Kigongo 

Miss Briony Clinch 

~ 

Mrs Jill Doe 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

Mrs Cat Seymour 

Mrs Abigail Whittaker 

 

Miss Briony Clinch 

~ 

Mr Peter Lacey 

 

Mrs Sara Thurgood 

~ 

~ 

Miss Briony Clinch 

Mr Steve Munday 

Mrs Cat Seymour 

Mrs Trish Mumford 

Mrs Beccy Fletcher 

Mrs Carol Worsdell 

Mrs Joan Graham 

Mrs Caroline Noon 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

~ 

Mr Mark Tanner or 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

Mr Darren Crump 

Ms Audrey McCormack 

Mrs Stacey Lumsdon 

Mrs Grace Hill  

Mr Steve Keable 

Mr Roy Andrews 

Mr Andy Epstein 
 

Mrs Patricia Robottom 

Liz and Roland Smith 
 

Mrs Donna Egan 

Mrs Cat Seymour 
 

Mrs Prue Lambert 

 

01363 83095 / wmclayburn@gmail.com  

07798 684225 / steve@lowerfieldhouse.co.uk  

01363 83525 / pj.westcott@btinternet.com  
 

01837 89070 / petehenshaw@yahoo.co.uk  

07815 795918 / alex@lapfordmill.uk 

07891 556884 / staceyannlumsdon@gmail.com 
 

heart4lapford@aol.com  

01363 83047 / bg4847@aol.com 
 

01363 83245 / joyquickenden@gmail.com 

01363 83894 / ednawaldron@btinternet.com 

01363 83437 / i.wilkie45@btinternet.com 

01363 83162 / lkigongo@catpreschools.co.uk  

01363 83788  

lapfordafc@gmail.com 

01363 83410 / sunnyside@jilldoe45.plus.com 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

01363 884432 / cathryn_seymour@outlook.com 

07565 768386 /
abigailwhittaker@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83666 / admin@lapfordcc.org.uk 

01363 83292 / admin@lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk 

07775 941505 /  

lapfordcongregationalchurch@gmail.com 

01363 83081 / info@lapforddogclub.co.uk 

~ 

~ 

01363 83788  

07798 684225 / steve@lowerfieldhouse.co.uk  

01363 884432 / cathryn_seymour@outlook.com 

01363 83911 / james@mumfordj.plus.com 

01363 884211 / lapfordlookout@gmail.com 

07376 129192 

01363 83047 / jemg47@aol.com 

01363 83863 / lapford.pao@gmail.com 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

~ 

Gryff_raven@hotmail.co.uk or 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

 07960 715553 / darrencrump99@hotmail.co.uk 
01363 83103 / archivelapford2022@gmail.com  
07891 556884 / lapfordvillagemarket@gmail.com  

01363 83178 / lvca2011.19@gmail.com  

07967 655045 / lapfordyouthclub@gmail.com 

07969 823256 / roy.andrews1950@icloud.com  

amepstein55@gmail.com 
 

01363 884495 / patricia@serafim.eclipse.co.uk 

01363 884446 / pump@incywincyweb.com 
 

01363 83732 / donnaegan84@gmail.com 

01363 884432 / cathryn_seymour@outlook.com 
 

01363 83150 / pruelambert@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:wmclayburn@gmail.com
mailto:petehenshaw@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:heart4lapford@aol.com
mailto:archivelapford2022@gmail.com
mailto:lvca2011.19@gmail.com
mailto:r.andrews1950@icloud.com
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“A great man who left behind a hallmark, a legacy.” Words 
echoed by Mervyn Burd at Noel Parry’s Funeral on Tuesday 11th 
April.  
 

It is not surprising with Noel’s popularity that there were about 
150 attendees to the service.  All people from different walks of 
life who had been impacted by Noel in his wonderful life. Thomas 
Edward Noel Parry passed away peacefully on the 18th of March 
2023, aged 92.  
 

Whether you knew Noel since his move to Lapford in the 70’s, 
growing up with him and being taught by him, by the many clubs 
he participated in or maybe you have just heard of Noel’s 
legendary status, the majority of Lapfordians would consider him 
one of the Greats.  
 

During his time at Lapford, Noel was the head teacher for nearly 
20 years.  Many of his ex-pupils have many humorous anecdotes, 
but the one that is continually repeated is the story of Noel 
throwing buckets of water on the playground during a bout of 
winter weather to make an ice rink! 
 

As well as a teacher he was a member of the Congregational 
Church, L.A.D.S, the Village Archive group, supporter of Lapford 
A.F.C., to name just a few.  
 

He also wrote a lot about Lapford’s history and published books 
on the subject.  Noel was a great sportsman during his time and 
enjoyed playing cricket, rugby (of course) and surprisingly, 
boxing!  
 

It was very touching but no surprise to hear about how special he 
was to his family; three sons and their wives, many grandchildren 
and four great grandchildren.  They shared their special 
reflections of summer days spent with Noel in his garden and 
other precious memories.  After being married for over 40 years, 
his beloved wife June passed away from cancer in 1999 and Noel 
then married the lovely Beryl in 2001.  
 

Whether you knew him for his sense of humour, Christian 
discipleship, or simply from good conversations in passing, Noel 
was a kind, funny man who had a love of life.  Let it be in no 
doubt that Noel Parry will always be known as a true Lapford 
Legend! 

In Loving Memory of Noel Parry  
1930-2023 


