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Year 25 Issue 5 May 2022 

 

LAPFORD LOOKOUT 

YOUR LOCAL MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

 

FAREWELL MRS WILMOTT 
 

On 8th April, Lapford Community Primary School said 
a sad farewell to Mrs Wilmott, who has been head of 
school for seven years.  Mrs Wilmott will now take 
up her post as Headteacher of Bow Primary School.  
A special assembly took place where children shared 
their memories of Mrs Wilmott, with the youngest 
children painting portraits and the older children 
sharing poems, written memories and creating a play 
based on their experiences with her as both a class 
teacher and the Head of School.  We would like to 
thank Mrs Wilmott for her hard work and dedication 
at Lapford Primary School, and we wish her well with 
her new position.  Goodbye and farewell.  
 

The colouring page this month has been collated 
from all the drawings the children did for her leaving 
gift. 
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER IN LAPFORD WELCOME YOU TO: 
 
 
 
 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 
 

Vicar: The Reverend Robert Gordon - (e) vicar.ncw@gmail.com 

Churchwarden: Joan Graham -  (e) jemg47@aol.com (t) 01363 83047 
 

1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays – Lay Led Morning Prayer – 9.30 a.m. 
4th Sundays – Common Worship Eucharist – 9.30 a.m. 

5th Sundays – See announcements on Church notice board 
 
       Sunday 1st May –    9.30 am –  Lay Led Morning Prayer  
       Sunday 8th May –    9.30 am  –  Lay Led Morning Prayer 
       Sunday 15th May –  9.30 am  –  Lay Led Morning Prayer 
       Sunday 22nd May – 9.30 am  –  Common Worship Eucharist   
       Sunday 29th May – 10.30 am  –  MISSION COMMUNITY EUCHARIST  
                                                        at St Andrew’s, Colebrooke 

  

SUNDAY 5th JUNE – 11.00 am – SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE QUEEN’S JUBILEE 
     

 

ALL ARE WELCOME - REFRESHMENTS SERVED AFTER SERVICES  

 
 
 

 

LAPFORD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

Services every Sunday at 11.00am 
Communion will be held on the second and fourth Sundays 

Contact: Peter and Viv Lacey - Tel: 884230 or Cat Seymour (Youth and Family Worker) - Tel: 884432  
www.facebook.com/lapfordcongregationalchurch  

 
 

Preachers:         Events: 
  Sunday 1st May - Merril Archer     Friday 20th May - Quiz at 7.00pm 
  Sunday 8th May - Rev. Edmonde Openshaw   Tuesday 24th May - Messy Church  from 3.30pm 
  Sunday 15th May - All Age Family Service 
  Sunday 22nd May - All Age Family Service 
  Sunday 29th May - TBA 
 
 
 
 

LAPFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

Meets every Sunday morning at 10.30am in the Victory Hall 
4th Sunday of the month is Family Service 

Bible Study on Tuesdays 7.30pm and Fellowship Group on Wednesdays 7.30pm 
Contact: Briony Clinch - Tel: 83666 

https://www.lapfordcc.org.uk/ 
 

Please visit our website for information about the Foodbank and ARK.   
You will also find lots of information about Church activities and on-line services.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

All the Churches welcome everyone to any of their services and social events. 
We look forward to fellowship with you. 

mailto:vicar.ncw@gmail.com
mailto:jemg47@aol.com
http://www.facebook.com/lapfordcongregationalchurch
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   DATES TO LOOKOUT FOR 
 

 

May 
3  

4th Lapford Parish Council Annual Meeting, 7.30pm 
7th Lapford Gardening Club, Bluebell Walk, 10.30am 
14th Copy deadline for June Lapford Lookout, 6pm 
14th  Lapford Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting, Victory 
 Hall, 10.30 
19th  Ladies of Lapford, Walking Netball 
20th Lapford Over 60s trip to Dartmouth, leaving 9.30am 
20th Closing Date for Queen’s Jubilee Art Competition. 
20th Quiz Night, Lapford Congregational Church, 7pm 
26th Lapford Over 60s “Why New Zealand?” by Jane Epstein, 
 3.00pm 
28th Lapford Village Market, Victory Hall, 10am-1pm 
28th Jubilee Fayre, Lapford School, 2.00-4.00pm 
 

June 
 

1st Lapford Parish Council meeting, 7.30pm 
2nd-5th Platinum Jubilee Celebrations - see back page for 
 full details  
14th Copy deadline for June Lapford Lookout, 6pm 
25th Lapford Village Market, Victory Hall, 10am-1pm 
30th Lapford Over 60s “Old Dartmoor” by Paul Rendell,  
 3.00pm 

 

July 
 

5th Lapford Parish Council meeting, 7.30pm 
12th  Lapford Over 60 Club Trip to Fleet Air Arm Museum 
 Yeovilton and Haynes Motor Museum Sparkford, 
 9.00a.m. 
14th Copy deadline for August Lapford Lookout, 6pm 
16th Coffee Morning an Gift Day, Parish Church, 10.30am 
17th Friends of St Thomas AGM, Parish Church, 10.30am 
30th Lapford Village Market, Victory Hall, 10am-1pm 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

It’s great to see Lapford thriving once 
more with so many events having taken 
place and many more in the pipeline.   
 

The Jubilee weekend is shaping up to be 
a busy and fun few days next month with 
plans and events for all ages.  The work and dedication of 
those planning these events is very gratefully appreciated and 
you are all a great credit to this wonderful village.  
 

Beccy 

LAPFORD LOOKOUT 
 

Contributions welcome 
 

lapfordlookout@gmail.com 
 

Deadline for inclusion in the next issue:  
6.00 pm on the 14th May for inclusion in the June issue 

 

TO CONTACT THE EDITOR 
Write to:    
Mrs. Beccy Fletcher, 36 Orchard Way, Lapford, Crediton, EX17 6PR 
Tel:  (01363) 884211 or  07791 989142    
E-mail: lapfordlookout@gmail.com  
By hand: Use the box in The Orchard Centre or the Editor’s letterbox
  

Contributions are welcome, to be used at the Editorial Team’s discretion.  
 

Our Editorial Policy: 
Published monthly, the magazine welcomes contributions on any topic  
of interest. The editorial policy is to exclude anything of a political or 
personal nature and to avoid unnecessary controversy or ill feeling.  

 

Flyers and Inserts must be approved by the Editorial Team 
prior to publication and shall only be included at the  
discretion of the Editorial Team and editorial policy.  

 

The views in this newsletter do not necessarily  
represent the views of the Editorial Team.   

© All information in this newsletter is copyright and may  
not be reproduced without the permission of the Editor. 

MEMORIES OF THE 
CORONATION  

OF QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
 

It would be great to hear from those 
of you who have recollections of the 
Queen’s accession and Coronation.  
It would be wonderful to share these 
memories with everyone.  You could 
do this by contacting us via email or 
by letter (details are shown at the 
bottom of this page).  We will include 
these memories in the June issue of 
the Lapford Lookout. 
 

The Editorial Team 

AVIAN FLU UPDATE  
(from the Government website, April 2022) 

 

‘Avian influenza (bird flu) mainly affects birds. It can also affect 
humans and other mammals. 
 

Avian influenza (bird flu) is a notifiable animal disease.  If you 
suspect any type of avian influenza in poultry or captive birds 
you must report it immediately by calling the Defra Rural 
Services Helpline on 03000 200 301. In Wales, contact 0300 
303 8268. In Scotland, contact your local Field Services Office.  
Failure to do so is an offence. 
 

If you find dead wild waterfowl (swans, geese or ducks) or 
other dead wild birds, such as gulls or birds of prey, you 
should report them to the Defra helpline (03459 33 55 77). Do 
not touch or pick up any dead or visibly sick birds that you 
find. For further information see Defra’s advice to the public. 
 

All bird keepers (whether you have pet birds, commercial 
flocks or just a few birds in a backyard flock) must keep a close 
watch on them for signs of disease and maintain good 
biosecurity  at all times. If you have any concerns about the 
health of your birds, seek prompt advice from your vet. 
 

You should register your poultry, even if only kept as pets, so 
we can contact you during an outbreak. This is a legal 
requirement if you have 50 or more birds. Poultry includes 
chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, pigeon (bred for meat), 
partridge, quail, guinea fowl and pheasants.’ 
 

Locally outbreaks have been confirmed at Moonridge Farm, 
Newton St Cyres, and at Tedburn St Mary, and the flocks there 
were culled.  Dead geese have been reported at Shobrooke 
Park. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/poultry-including-game-birds-registration-rules-and-forms


Lapford Lookout   Page 4 

 

 LAPFORD BOOK CLUB BOOK REVIEW 
— LAMENTATION 

 

Our book for March was ‘Lamentation’ by C.J. Sansom. 
 

This is the 6th book in the Matthew Shardlake series.  The book 
is set during the reign of Henry VIII.  Lamentation refers to a 
book that Queen Catherine Parr has written entitled 
‘Lamentation of a Sinner’.  The book has religious 
connotations and so is rather controversial as the King 
considers himself head of the church and there are many 
different religious factions in England, so the Queen keeps it 
locked up, frightened that the King might take exception to it.  
Then it goes missing – stolen. 
 

Matthew Shardlake is a lawyer and a detective who has a soft 
spot for the Queen, so she asks him to find the book. 
 

There are many twists and turns, murder 
and mystery in this enthralling book.  
Very well written and describes 
excellently, the atmosphere, costumes 
and smells of Tudor London from the 
wealth of Whitehall Place to the 
dungeons of the Tower.  A book I couldn’t 
put down despite its 650 pages! 
 

Jane Epstein 

CHULMLEIGH FLORAL ART CLUB 
18TH MAY 2022, 7.30 AT THE PAVILION 

 

BRING A BUCKET!  Please bring everything you need to make 
an arrangement – flowers, foliage and a container for a fun 
evening.  You can swop your bucket with another person or 
make your own arrangement.  Coffee, tea and biscuits will be 
served and we will also be making final plans for our special 
Coral Anniversary. 
 

On 23rd March several members went to a Brownie meeting to 
show them how to make a flower arrangement for Mother’s 
day.  We were so impressed both with their enthusiasm and 
their ability and we hope their Mums were amazed to receive 
such a lovely floral present at the end of the evening.  Well 
done Brownies! 
 

We were very grateful to all the people who came, 
contributed and helped at our Coffee Morning in The Town 
Hall on 26th March when we raised £375.  A special thank you 
to Mary Pickard for her sterling work in the kitchen and for 
keeping the coffee flowing. 
 

Finally a very important date – JUNE 1st.  A celebration of our 
Coral Anniversary and The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  Please 
come to this special event when Christine Harrington will 
demonstrate “TIME TO CELEBRATE WITH FLOWERS AND FUN”.   
Tickets are now available for £12 and include a buffet supper 
provided by Members.  This really 
promises to be a spectacular evening 
and everyone is welcome.  Tickets 
from Heather Russell on 01769 
581258. 
 

For any further information please 
contact Joan Rowland on 01769 
581241. 

FRIENDS OF ST THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 
 

Our AGM this year will be held in church on 
Sunday 17th July, 2022, following a Eucharist 
at 9.30am.  The Eucharist and the AGM will 
be presided over by our own President, 
Reverend Prebendary Anthony Geering. 
 

On the preceding day, Saturday 16th July, 2022, we will be 
holding a Coffee Morning and Gift Day in the church, starting 
at 10.30 am.   
 

We will be delighted to welcome you to any or all of these 
events.  
 

The Friends of St. Thomas provides support to Lapford’s 
parish church through providing additional finance for 
fixtures, fittings and ornaments for the church and its 
precincts, in addition to supporting any other scheme in 
connection with the safety, beauty and utility of the church, 
projects such as the very welcome under-pew heating, comfy 
pew cushions and specialist stained-glass window cleaning. 
We are always delighted to welcome new members. 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL PRECEPT 2022/2023 
 

The Parish Council set its precept for 1st April 2022 at a level to 
balance its budgeted expenditure for the year. The result is 
that a Band D household will pay a parish council charge of 
£55.61 for the year compared with the current year’s charge 
of £53.59. This is an increase for the year of just £2.02, (3.8%) 
or 17 pence per month. 
 

The amount of income received from these charges will 
increase from £20,713.42 in 2021/22 to £22,216 next year 
amounting to an extra £1,500. 
 

To put this in perspective the annual Band D property charges 
for the Parish District and County Councils, combined with the 
Devon & Cornwall Police Authority amounted in 2021/22 to 
£2,121. 
 

The budget has been done at the base level of expenditure, 
assuming no major capital works in the year, with the precept 
set to cover this expenditure. There is the possibility that 
projects will emerge during the year and it is envisaged that 
these will be financed by obtaining grants and using the 
uncommitted reserves it has available currently standing at 
just over £28,000. 
 

Attached is a pie chart which shows the breakdown of what 
the precept will be spent on during the year. 
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BOOK REVIEW - THE SLOW ROAD TO TEHRAN BY 
REBECCA LOWE 

 

In 2015, Rebecca Lowe spent 11 months cycling from London 
to Iran on what was part fact-finder, part act of Stakhanovite 
endurance.  She's a journalist with extensive experience in The 
Middle East.  And probably here, is the first of many points of 
exploration.  At different times, different empires have 
defined the spot at where Europe ends and what we know as 
The Middle East (first used in 1900 by Thomas Edward 
Gordon) begins.   
 

And Lowe is honest about the misgivings and both family and 
fixers.  She eats where she can, but drinking is possibly more 
important in 44-degree heat. You can almost taste that, as 
much as the metre-long kebabs.  Her panniers include GPS, a 
mobile phone and a laptop.  Thankfully, she leaves the 
ukulele. She's reliant on the kindness of strangers and is at 
constant threat of either assault or harassment by some of 
them.    
 

That is the real key to this book's 
enjoyability.  Lowe comes across as an 
engaging, knowledgeable guide to 
countries that are frequently viewed by 
us as rogue states where religion is 
weaponised in acts of hatred. What she 
finds is that most people just want to be 
safe, happy and free. And she's 
absolutely right in saying: we created all 
that for political power, an illusory form 
of safety and cheap oil. It's a human 
book, with a granular, sand-coloured 
level of research.  
 

However, it's the characters in this book that stand out.  The 
Egyptian medical students who use English textbooks as 
they're easier to understand, the bisexual Iranian woman who 
campaigns for gay rights and the sadly numerous people at 
constant threat of arrest and torture for merely speaking out 
against their own government.   
 

I should also mention the other character in this book.  Her 
bike, Maud (named after a female traveller).  You'll gasp as 
Maud sends Rebecca into a ditch.  You'll wince as she crashes, 
crushing a pint of milk against her laptop.  Slow punctures are 
written with the tension of painful conversations and a week 
long wait for a vital part for a bike chain is tense, gorgeous and 
ultimately satisfying.  
 

Those seven days are spent secretly partying with Iranian 
youth, attending a wedding, before ultimately finding out it is 
rude to immediately accept an invitation; unless someone 
waives your obligation to refuse three times. 
 

In short though, Lowe has created a book which could have 
been a leaden, two-wheeled slog.  She's instead created 
something with kindness, propelled by human energy and 
literary skill.  Accept her invitation to travel.     
  

Kev McCready 

NEW ONLINE COMMUNITY PLATFORM:  
DEVON CONNECT 

 

Involve in partnership with the DeVA CVSs has been 
developing a new online community platform to connect Mid 
Devon’s residents to their community and to local voluntary 
organisations. 
 

Devon Connect is live and we are inviting you to get on board. 
 

This is an opportunity to list your organisation, services, 
activities, events and volunteer opportunities, connect directly 
with your community and strengthen your network. All for 
free! 
 

Devon Connect is a free online resource for anyone wanting to 
share or find information about community groups, events, 
volunteering opportunities and neighbourhood conversations 
across Devon. 
 

It's also a social networking platform for you to connect and 
collaborate around the things that matter in your 
neighbourhood. 
 

Take a look here http://www.devonconnect.org 
 

Want to see how it works? Watch our Zoom Cafe - 
Zoom Access Pass code: U0HAxJ!S 
Or contact us at Involve: office@involve-middevon.org.uk. 
 

Jacquie Cave 

LAPFORD OVER 60’S 
 

The March meeting of the Lapford Over 
60s was held in the small room at the 
Victory Hall, which was much 
cosier.  They were all welcomed by Ron 
Kercher, whilst Mary Brown and Pat 
Bulley did the draw. Their speaker was 
member Margaret Tucker, who spoke on her work as a 
freelance News Correspondent and photographer, telling 
members she had started this in the mid 1970s, for the 
Crediton Gazette.  She had thoroughly enjoyed both the news 
work, and meeting so many interesting people. In earlier years 
she had also been doing the Community news for a Tiverton/
Crediton Freebie, the old Western Times and Gazette, 
Western Morning News, and the Express and Echo.  Until she 
retired she had worked as well for the Inland Revenue. Now 
she just does a little local news, (for the Courier) but sadly 
with Lockdown, many organisations are only just getting back 
to normal, while others have ceased.   
 

Future outings, said Ron Kercher, are planned to Charlestown 
Maritime Museum, Salcombe and Yeovilton, which had been 
arranged before the Lockdown.   The next meeting will be the 
AGM.  The Subs are £7 per year.   New members/visitors 
always welcome.  
 

Margaret Tucker 

Will the lady who asked me (Beccy Fletcher) to adjust a pair of 
curtains and make two bolster cushions for her, please contact  
me on 07791 989142 or 01363 884211. 

What’s the difference between  
a literalist and a kleptomaniac? 

 
A literalist takes things literally. 

A kleptomaniac takes things, literally. 

http://www.devonconnect.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/s8RBaMI73ZIYlOWhPrIcXO5Hzk_f4VRR7YQjmqoRvefUpcM2NbA6zaqJ0csnEBDA.s_3nL1pf3JConIm6
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/s8RBaMI73ZIYlOWhPrIcXO5Hzk_f4VRR7YQjmqoRvefUpcM2NbA6zaqJ0csnEBDA.s_3nL1pf3JConIm6
mailto:office@involve-middevon.org.uk
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Saturday 29th May 

LADIES OF LAPFORD 
 

March saw our LOLs number yet again affected by Covid.  Still we were 11 gathered to listen to our speaker for the evening Pauline 
representing Guide Dogs for the Blind Association.  Pauline arrived accompanied by her husband and their five year old beautiful 
chocolate brown Labrador Frank. Frank had trained as a Guide dog but proved a little too sensitive to work hence he’d stayed on 
with Pauline and hubby. Clearly loved, Frank had calm demeanour and the most beautiful eyes – which I noted did seem focussed 
on Marilyn a good chunk of the evening.  
 

We learned that our speakers had worked as puppy socialisers – that’s the bit where puppies live with families to learn good 
socialisation skills in the community as part of training – but now retired worked as ambassadors to promote the association while 
still keeping their hands in temporarily respite homing guide dogs if there was a need ie if an owner needed a hospital stay. 
 

It was a fascinating talk and we learned so much.  Guide dogs are born in specialist breeding units now. Retrievers along with 
Labradors are considered all round good temperament.  Guide dogs are trained with kindness and reward only, both reinforced, 
never reprimanded – a little bit of amusement here at the thought of teaching puppy to wee outside not on the Axminster.  Guide 
dogs are not bathed or encouraged to enjoy being in water, one doesn’t throw a ball in play with the dog but it’s okay to roll the 
ball - both for obvious reasons when one thinks about it.  
 

It’s a very careful procedure to match trained dog and prospective owner.  It involves a two-week ‘hotel’ stay while they learn to 
know each other. 
 

Fact - the Guide Dog Association petitioned government about the lack of noise Electric cars make and the problems they caused 
for the blind pedestrian at kerbside – now cars are required to make a noise driven below 20 miles an hour after which tyre sound 
kicks in. 
 

A most enjoyable evening enjoyed by all; thanks to our speakers, to Marilyn 
for the delicious, huge, Victoria Sandwich cake, and to Sue B-E who stepped in 
as Barista for the evening. 
 

(I believe I should add a disclaimer here in case my facts aren’t quite accurate 
as there has been ‘a lot of water under my bridge’ since the talk!)  
 

Joy 
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LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL - HIGHWAYS REPORT 
 

Highways Issues. 
The Chairman and other Parish Councillors recently met with 
the local Highways Officer to discuss the many issues 
concerning the roads and drains in the parish.  The main 
points are listed below. 
 

Potholes.  Particularly the road from Blackaditch to Kelland 
Cottages and the access road to the village across the river and 
railway bridges.  Both these problems are on the DCC action 
list to repair, but the timing is unknown. 
Flooding, particularly on the road from Kelland Cottages to the 
football field.  The drain there has now been cleared. 
Lack of fencing to protect the gap in the hedge by the river 
bridge.  This had been added to the County list two years ago, 
but no action was taken, despite many requests from the 
Parish Council.  The matter to be revisited and new evidence 
presented. 
A377 danger presented by the felling of trees on the left hand 
side as there is no verge or hedge between the road and the 
drop to the river below.  The DCC Road Safety Officer will 
investigate and recommend any action necessary. 
 

How can we help? 
The Parish Council volunteer Road Warden in Training will be 
able to address some local issues, but the main advice to the 
public is to report issues to DCC via the Highways pages of the 
website.  
Go to www.devon.gov.uk>roadsandtransport  Click on the 
‘Report a problem’ box and then choose the appropriate 
option from potholes or flooding or streetlights or whatever 
else concerns you.  An interactive map will allow pinpointing 
of the issue(s).  
In an emergency call 0345 155 1004. 
 

Pothole repairs are only carried out on those identified up to a 
month in advance and logged on the GPS tracking system the 
repair gangs work from.  The advice therefore is to keep on 
reporting issues which have not been dealt with.  (The local 
Highways Officer has no more influence than a member of the 
public over this process.) 
Streetlight failures.  Report using the process above.  Each 
problem light must be identified and reported on individually. 
Planned road closures.  These can be checked on, anywhere in 
the country and up to two weeks in advance, by looking online 
at one.network  (make sure you look at the UK version). 
 

Lapford Parish Council 

APRIL’S PUZZLE CORNER ANSWERS 
WHICH DISNEY FILMS ARE THESE CLOCKS FROM? 

 

1. It’s a Small World Clock, It’s a Small World 
2. Cogsworth, Beauty and the Beast 
3. Clock Tower, Cinderella                   
4. The Mine Cuckoo Clock, Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs 
5. 13- Hour Clock, Haunted Mansion          
6. The White Rabbit’s Pocketwatch, Alice in Wonderland 
7. The Crocodile, Peter Pan  
8. Pooh-koo Clock, Winnie the Pooh 
9. Geppetto’s Cuckoo Clocks, Pinocchio           
10.  Big Ben, Peter Pan or The Great Mouse Detective 
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LAPFORD VILLAGE ARCHIVE 
 

Lapford Village Archive is an 
important collection of original 
material that explores the history of 
our community. 
 

We collect materials from current and former community 
members which tell the stories, achievements and memories 
of those involved with associations, village support groups and 
leisure activity groups. 
 

Many villages have archive collections and Lapford is putting 
together its own.  It is there for the purpose of capturing and 
preserving oral history recordings of reminiscences of events 
in history and of Lapford village life that has changed over the 
years.  
 

We welcome large and small donations from individuals and 
organisations relating to the village, Lapfordians and people 
who have moved into the village.  You or someone you know 
maybe doing some Spring-cleaning or de-cluttering and may 
find that the archive is the place to off-load some items.  If you 
do then please get in touch.  In collaboration with you we can 
either photograph the item of interest or you may want to 
give it to us.  
 

There will be one of the team in the Orchard Centre each 
Tuesday morning from 10.30 until 1 pm.  If you wish for one of 
us to come along to look at the information or to have a 
reminisce about your memories then do email or come along 
and we can make a date. 
 

We would be honoured to share your memories of the 
Coronation 1953 or any part of your life that you would like to 
share with us.  Do you have a memory? 
 

Lapford Village Archive 
archivelapford2022@gmail.com  

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING 
 

After an unsettled couple of years, 
we are hoping to get back out into 
our communities and make ourselves 
more available to our residents. Local officers will be at 
various locations over the coming months and we welcome 
anyone who wants to seek advice, ask questions or just have a 
general chat. Whilst we will have a theme to our sessions, 
please do take the opportunity to raise any issues you feel 
Police can help with.   
 

Friday 29th April 2022 – Lapford, Car Park, 5.30 – 6.30pm 
Wednesday 4th May 2022 – Cheriton Bishop, Doctors 
Surgery Car Park, 12 – 2pm 
Thursday May 19th 2022 – Crediton Library, 10 – 11am 
Wednesday 1st June 2022 – Crediton Town Square, 12 – 2pm 

 

There will be more locations, dates and times added over the 
coming weeks. If you struggle to get to a session but want to 
speak to us you can call us on 101, email us on 
crediton@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk or via www.devon-
cornwall.police.uk. All urgent calls must be made via 999.  
 

PCSO 30030 Nicola PAYNE 
Crediton Neighbourhood Policing Team 
Crediton Police Station 
 

Report a non-emergency crime: 
https://services.devon-cornwall.police.uk/crimereporting/ 

 
 
 
 
 
LADIES OF LAPFORD MEETINGS (LOL) 

 

Please come and join us  
 

************** 
 

Thursday 19th May 
 

Walking netball – North Tawton   
Details will be emailed to members or contact Joy  

(details at the back of the Lapford Lookout) 

 
 

Thursday 16th June 
Treasure Hunt - further details to follow 

 

Thursday 21 July 
A summer evening meal 

LAPFORD GARDENING CLUB 
 

Saturday 
7th May 

10.30am - 1pm 
 

David Bragg has invited members, 
and potential members, 

 to enjoy a walk in his bluebell wood.  
Access via Holmefield, Kelland Hill. 

Please walk up from village or park in area 
around industrial units and walk. 

 

Members meeting fees  
will be donated to Ukraine Relief. 

LAPFORD & DISTRICT OVER 60 CLUB 
 

Thursday 28th April, 3pm AGM Victory Hall. 
Friday 20 May, 0930 Dartmouth. 
Thursday 26 May, 3pm "Why New Zealand?" Jane Epstein. 
Thursday 30 June, 3pm "Old Dartmoor" Paul Rendell. 
Tuesday 12 July, 0900 Fleet Air Arm Museum Yeovilton and 
Haynes Motor Museum Sparkford. 
 

PLEASE NOTE DATES AND TIMES.  
Bookings and payment for outings taken at meetings.  

Members £12 Non-Members £15 plus entry fees. 

mailto:archivelapford2022@gmail.com
mailto:crediton@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon-cornwall.police.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNicola.PAYNE%40devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk%7C6e696018b2464b44624a08da14c59055%7C4515d0c5b4184cfa9741222da68a18d7%7C0%7C0%7C637845136008262549%7C
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon-cornwall.police.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNicola.PAYNE%40devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk%7C6e696018b2464b44624a08da14c59055%7C4515d0c5b4184cfa9741222da68a18d7%7C0%7C0%7C637845136008262549%7C
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fservices.devon-cornwall.police.uk%2Fcrimereporting%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNicola.PAYNE%40devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk%7C6e696018b2464b44624a08da14c59055%7C4515d0c5b4184cfa9741222da68a18d7%7C0%7C0%
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LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL NOTES, MARCH 2022 
 

Please note this is a summary of the main points of interest.  A copy of the draft minutes will be made available on the Council 
website, www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk  and on the notice boards in the Orchard Centre and in The Ark. 
 

The Parish Council met on 15th March in the Victory Hall. 
Five members of the public attended. 
The meeting stood in silence as a mark of respect for the people of Ukraine. 

• The Church Green Trustees had met.  The health of the Chestnut tree by the Melissa Lake shelter to be reassessed.  MDDC 
now considered that Planning Permission would probably be needed for work to the bank between the Green and Lower 
Town Place. 

• A meeting had taken place between Parish Councillors, the County Councillor, and the area Highways Officer to discuss 
local Highways issues.  (See separate report). 

• The Council agreed to underwrite costs for the Jubilee celebrations up to the limit of £500.  It was hoped that the event 
would break even. 

• Section 106 funding possibilities were discussed further including the bid from the Football Club. 
• Invitation to quote for the next twelve months’ grass cutting in the village to be advertised. 
• No objections were registered to the planning applications for 31 Highfield and Higher Eastington Farmhouse. 
• A litter pick to be arranged for Saturday 9th April. 

 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL NOTES, APRIL 2022 
 

The Parish Council met again on 6th April 2022. 
Three members of the public attended. 

• The Church Green Trustees had met.  The Chestnut tree by the Melissa Lake shelter had been reassessed as safe for the 
present.  The treatment of the planned entrance from the frontage of The Ark to The Green was agreed as proposed.  No 
firm advice was forthcoming from MDDC re Planning Permission for the bank. 

• The spending of the remaining Calor Gas grant money was being investigated with a proposal that it could pay for 
broadband connections to the Victory Hall, the Congregational Church and the Parish Church. 

• A date was set for a Parish Council group to look at the future of the Orchard Centre. 
• A meeting to be set up with representatives of Heart for Lapford Development. 
• Exeter Community Energy to stage an event on the Church Green on 26th April. 
• In-house training for the Parish Councillors is being arranged. 
• Those responsible for staging the Village Clock exhibition in the Ark were thanked.  Responses received have been in 

favour of complete restoration.  The future of the clock to be looked at again shortly. 
• £400 has been received for work to the parish footpaths. 
• A replacement bench for the one removed for safety reasons will be purchased.  It will commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee. 
• The revised Asset Register was adopted. 
• A Grant-giving policy was adopted. 
• The planning application for Court Barton Farm was supported.  A site visit will be requested re the application to build 

houses on land off Eastington Lane. 
• The Council will meet again on 4th May.  This will be the Annual Meeting of the Council.  The Annual Parish Meeting was 

set for Saturday 14th May at 10-30am in the Victory Hall. 

 

LAPFORD WEATHER MARCH 2022 
 
 

Milder than average and dry. 
 

The mildest day was the 24th with a maximum of 17.5o
 C, and 

the coolest was the 7th which reached 7.1oC.  The joint coldest 
nights were the 5th and the 7th, both of which had air 
minimums of -0.9oC.  The lowest grass frost was on the 5th, 
when the temperature fell to -5.5oC.  
 

Total rainfall was 39.7 mm, nearly half the average for March. 
There was no measurable rain from the 17th to the end of the 
month.  Dry spells are really quite common in 
Spring. 
 

The windiest day was the 12th with a gust of 
44 m.p.h. 
 

Andy Epstein 

LAPFORD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
14th May 2022 - 10-30 a.m. in the Victory Hall 

 

This is a meeting chaired by the Chair of the Parish Council and 
is a way for electors in the Parish to meet to hear the 
Chairman’s report for the past year, and to discuss Parish 
affairs.  It also provides an opportunity for local organisations 
to report on their own activities over the past twelve months, 
showcase what they do, and attract new members.  So: 
 

Local organisations, clubs and societies in the village are 
invited to present a report to the meeting, and/or showcase 
what they do by asking for a table to display information. 
The headline local report this year will be on the work of the 
Youth Club. 
 

To request a table please email the Clerk of Lapford Parish 
Council: clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk  
 

Lapford Parish Council 

http://www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
mailto:clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
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DOORSTEP MILK DELIVERY 
SERVICE IN LAPFORD  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free range pasteurised  
Whole Milk  

doorstep refills 

Monday Evenings 
 Between 4 - 8pm 

Thursday Mornings 
Before 7.30am 

 

Please call 01363 779134 or 
email milk@kellanddairy.co.uk  

for more information. 

LAPFORD VILLAGE CLOCK QUIZ 

AVAILABLE AT THE Ark - £2.00 
 

Closing Date 31st May  
so you still have plenty of time! 

 

134 Questions relating to clocks or time.   
No prize money so that every penny raised  

can go towards the village clock. 
 

Supported by  
Lapford Project 

2000 and  
The ARK 

   PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY 
 

There is currently one vacancy for a Councillor on Lapford 
Parish Council.  The Parish Council invites anyone who wishes 
to apply to be considered as a Councillor to contact Rob 
Martin, the Clerk, at clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk or on 
07768 829511.  He will then send you more information and a 
short application form. 
 

The main responsibilities of a Councillor include: 

 The duty to attend meetings when summoned to do so. 

 To consider the agenda and any related documents 
ahead of meetings. 

 Take part in meetings and considering all relevant facts 
and issues on matters which require a decision. 

 Take part in voting and respect decisions made by the 
majority of those present and voting. 

 Ensure, with other Councillors, that the Council is 
properly managed. 

 Represent the whole electorate. 

 Comply with the Members Code of Conduct. 
 

Lapford Parish Council meets once a month, and might hold 
additional planning meetings occasionally as and when 
required.  
 

It is hoped that applications will be considered at the May 
Council meeting, so there is a deadline for completed 
applications of Tuesday 26th April 2022. 
 

If you believe you can make a difference, take the plunge and 

become a Lapford Parish Councillor. 

LAPFORD QUEEN’S JUBILEE ART COMPETITION 
 

For the Queen's Jubilee, the 
Jubilee Committee is running an 
art competition for the residents 
of Lapford.   
 

They are calling all budding artists 
from 0-100 to submit portraits of 
the Queen, which can be in any 
medium but must be A4.  
 

There are six age categories   for 
this: 
 
• Preschool 
• Key Stage 1 children 
• Key Stage 2 children 
• Key Stage 3 children  
• Key Stage 4 children 
• Adults 
 

Workshops will also be taking place at Lapford Youth Club's 
High Five Thursdays during May.  
 

Entries need to be submitted by 20th May.  Entries can be 
handed into The ARK.  Your artwork may be used in The ARK's 
June/July exhibition celebrating the Queen's Jubilee.  Please 
make sure your name and category/age are written on the 
back or attached to your entry. 
 

For any further information please contact Cat Seymour on 
01363 884432 or email cathryn_seymour@outlook.com. 

mailto:milk@kellanddairy.co.uk
mailto:clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
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The Devonshire Dumpling 

 

Family Pub and Dining 
 

Homemade Food 
 

Covid Safe Environment  
 
 

Please call 01363 85102 to book or email 
thedevonshiredumpling@gmail.com 

 

See website for opening hours: 
www.devonshire-dumpling.com 

MARTIN DOWN - 07812 513383 
 

GARDEN MACHINERY/ATV 
SERVICE & REPAIR 

 

NEW STIHL/VIKING MACHINES TO ORDER 
 

SECOND-HAND MACHINES 
 

COLLECTION AND 
DELIVERY  

SERVICE AVAILABLE 
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For all your domestic, 

agricultural  
and commercial pest 

control needs.  
 
 

From Rats and Mice to Wasps and Fleas, contact me  
for a quick, convenient solution to pest problems.  

 

I am fully qualified and insured.  
 

Based in Zeal Monachorum covering all of  
Mid Devon and surrounding areas.  

 

www.middevonpestcontrol.co.uk  
Tel. 07725 520466 / 01363 881473  

Email: enquiries@middevonpestcontrol.co.uk 

 MOBILE UNISEX HAIR STYLIST  
WITH OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 

*  
HOME VISITS  

to Lapford and surrounding areas  
* 

Call JACKIE on 07771 986140  
or email: jawhite125@btinternet.com 

• Now cutting lawns & 
paddocks up to 4 acres 
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EX17 6QT 
 

TEL: 01363 83373 
 

Our professional workmanship is available  
in all of the following disciplines 

 
MOT class 4 & 7 (motorhomes & transits) 

Servicing 
Diagnostics 

Air conditioning 
Car sales 

Tyres 
Exhausts 
Batteries 

 
We offer a local vehicle collection service or  

courtesy cars for your convenience 
 

ATA & Bosch Accredited Diagnostic Technicians 
 

www.lapfordcrossgarage.co.uk  
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Workshop:  Albert Road, Crediton, EX17 2BX 

Memorials in Granite – Marble – Slate & Stone 
New Memorials – Renovations – Additional Inscriptions 

Home visits – Free estimates & brochure on request 

For a caring personal service call our family 
run business which covers all of Devon 
 

Crediton   01363 776321  
Mobile       07850128413 
Email  stevenscrediton@yahoo.co.uk 

F. J. STEVENS & SON 
Monumental Masons 
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Jonathan Wood Veterinary Surgeon Ltd. 

01363 772319 
www.jwoodvet.co.uk 

24hr Emergency Service. 
 

As an RCVS accredited practice, we provide a friendly, caring, 
professional service for companion animals,  

equine and farm patients. 
We offer hydrotherapy and rehabilitation, modern ultrasound 

equipment, in house laboratory service and much more.  
For full details visit our website. 

We are proud to be accredited by the international cat care 
organisation as silver level cat friendly clinic. 

Lapford Lodge  
Boarding Kennels and Cattery 

 

The new owners Neil and Jade and their young 
family will be pleased to welcome old and new 

canine and feline customers.  
 

Fully licensed premises ensuring your pet is not only 
well cared for, but safe.  A secure pet is a happy pet. 
 

Doggy Daycare now available. 
 

Telephone: 01363 83414 or email: 
neilmanning1973@gmail.com 

EGGESFORD 

CROSSING 

CAFÉ 
 

A Dog Friendly Café situated in 
Eggesford Station Yard 

 
 

Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
9am-2pm, serving our  

breakfast menu till 12.30pm 
 

Every Thursday evening is  
Pizza night (eat in or takeaway)  

Every Friday evening is  
a booking only,  

pre ordered dinner menu 
 

Please follow our Facebook page or 
give us a call for more details. 
01769 581427 / 07940 157555 

 

We look forward to  
seeing you soon! 

A. White & Sons 
Funeral Directors 

 

Albert Road, Crediton, 
Devon. EX17 2BZ 

 

(01363) 772043 
Email: whitesfs@btconnect.com 

 

Members of the N.A.F.D. and S.A.I.F. 
Prepayment Plans Available 

http://www.jwoodvet.co.uk
mailto:neilmanning1973@gmail.com
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Your One Stop Country Shop 
• Farm Pet Equine & Farm Supplies 
• Open 6 days a week 
• Lord’s Meadow, Crediton 
• www.edwintucker.com.  
• 01363 772202  
• Free parking, friendly service, competitive prices 

http://www.edwintucker.com
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THE BIG SWEEP 

YOUR LOCAL REGISTERED CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 
 

 FOR A CLEAN AND  
EFFICIENT SERVICE 

PLEASE CONTACT RICHARD 
 

MOB: 07810 116798 
 

EMAIL:  
richard@thebigsweep 

northdevon.co.uk 

JOSH NOON  
TREE SERVICES   

 

Tree surgery and  
low impact forestry 

 

Quality seasoned logs  
and kindling for sale 

 

 01363 83908  
  07792 906258 

NICK TUCKER 
Qualified Carpenter & General Builder 

Working in the village for 25 years 
 

EXTENSIONS, LOFT CONVERSIONS,  
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS,  

DOUBLE GLAZING & CONSERVATORIES, 
DECORATION & GENERAL MAINTENANCE 

 
Prospect House, Lapford 

Tel: (01363) 83601 

The Old Malt Scoop Inn 
 

Opening Times 
Daily from noon until close. 

Food served from noon till 2.30pm  
and again from 6:00pm until 8:30pm. 

 
 

For details of special events,  
live music and quiz nights,  

please check our website or  
Facebook page….or give us a ring! 

 
www.theoldmaltscoopinn.co.uk 

 
 

Pop in and see us, email or give us a call: 
eatdrinkstay@theoldmaltscoopinn.co.uk 

01363 83330 
 
 

Catriona & Jonathan 
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If you would like a last resting place  

in beautiful countryside  
overlooking Dartmoor 

phone 01647 24382 and speak to 
Julie or Martin Chatfield 

www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 

 

 
 

 
 

Special i s t s  in  Digi ta l  Aer ia l  & 
Sate l l i t e  Syst ems  

 
 

• Aerial Upgrades  
• All aspects of installation  
• Extra TV Points  
• TV Wall Mounting Service  
• Existing Aerial & Satellite 

Problems Solved  
• DAB/FM Radio Aerials  
• Free Telephone Advice  
• Free Quotation Services  
 

01363 777190               07841 644395 
kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 

www.kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 

Site Works 
Driveways 
Drainage 

Foundations 
Landscaping 

Septic Tanks 
Treatment Plants 
Retaining Walls 
Stone Walling 

Printed Concrete 

Mobile: 07976 641606 
Email: elwynkerry@hotmail.com 

 

Quality Work By Fully Qualified Tradesman 

All Electrical Work Undertaken 

Domestic, Industrial, Commercial  

& Agricultural Installations 

Fully Compliant to Part P Building Regulations 

All Work carried out to  

18th  Edition Wiring Regulations 

Over 30 Years Experience in electrical contracting 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 

Tel. 01363 881002 Mob. 07710 673270 

www.tuxelectrical.co.uk 
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 STEVE WREFORD 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 Lawn mowing Hedge cutting 
 Strimming Turf laying 
 Fencing Patios and Decking 
 Pressure washing General garden tidying 

Any other jobs considered 

Tel: 01363 884269 (ans available) 
Mob: 07918 866675 

8.00—2.00 

 Overworked or Stressed?        Achey muscles? 
Tense shoulders?                   Stiff back? 

  

 Massage Therapy in Lapford. 
 

Penny King 
VTCT level 3 diplomas in Holistic Therapies,  

Aromatherapy, Sports Massage 
 

Please feel free to contact me to find out more,  
discuss your needs or book an appointment. 

 

FB page 
'Penny King Complementary Therapist MFHT' 
Tel 01363 83091 
Mob  07851 726791 

 

 
Viv Pulford 

Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Diploma in Foot Health,  
and BSc in Adult Nursing. 
Tel No 01884 861306 or  

07827 779559 
 

Nail Cutting and filing 
Corn Callus Removal 

Deal with Fungal Infections / Thickened Nails 
Discounts for two or more people in same house 

 
For treatment in the comfort  

of your own home 
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 HISTORY OF CHURCH VIEW 
 

Extract from A North Devon Village, by Nellie J. Drake.  Nellie wrote the book after walking through the village with her friend Jane 
who had lived in the village all her life.  There is no indication of Jane’s age or the year the book was published.  As far as I know 
Nellie lived in what became, until recently, the Post Office.  Gordon Drake also lived there – brother or husband? 
 

“The two houses opposite the church were built, Jane recalled, when she was a schoolgirl.  During the dinner hour the children 
used to play in them.  It was fun watching the houses being built.  Every day a few more bricks, a little more flooring, or a window, 
and when they were finished, and the children were no longer allowed to play in them they were really sorry.  It had almost 
seemed as if the houses had belonged to them, and now other people – entire strangers in one case came and took possession.” 
 

“This indenture made the 1st day of October 1878 between The Reverend Cornelius William Wilson of Lapford in the County of 
Devon Clerk in Holy Orders of the one part and Thomas Howard Woolway of Lapford aforesaid Carpenter of the Other part 
WHEREAS by Indenture bearing date the tenth day of May One thousand eight hundred and seventy eight and made between 
Susanna Grendon of the first part William Grendon the Younger and George Grendon of the second part John Grendon and Anna 
Maria his wife of the third part and the said Cornelius William Wilson of the fourth part (inter alia) the messuages or 
dwellinghouses hereditaments and premises hereinafter described and intended to be hereby conveyed were granted and 
conveyed unto and to the use of the said Cornelius William Wilson his heirs and assigns for ever AND WHEREAS the said Cornelius 
William Wilson hath agreed with the said Thomas Howard Woolway for the absolute sale to him of the hereditaments intended to 
be hereby granted and the inheritance thereof in fee simple in possession free from incumbrances at the price of £200 NOW THIS 
INDENTURE WITNESSETH that in pursuance of the said agreement and in consideration of the sum of £200 to the said Cornelius 
William Wilson paid by the said Thomas Howard Woolway at or upon the execution of these presents the receipt whereof is 
hereby acknowledged He the said Cornelius William Wilson doth hereby grant unto the said Thomas Howard Woolway and his 
heirs ALL THOSE three cottages tenements or dwellinghouses (formerly two cottages only) with the herb gardens thereto adjoining 
formerly called or commonly known by the name of Lees and Richards Tenements but heretofore called or commonly known by 
the name of Richards Tenement late in the possession of Joseph Richards but now in the occupation of Anna Richards John Cornall 
and George Woolway AND ALSO ALL that waste and unenclosed plot of ground in front of the said cottages and gardens belonging 
thereto bounded by the highway leading from Lapford to Bow on the West and by Lapford Court Barton and the Waste in front of 
and belonging thereto on the East and South parts and which said premises are more particularly  described in the Map or plan 
drawn in the margin of these presents and therein coloured green and red Together with all ways paths passages rights lights 
easements members and appurtenances to the same hereditaments and premises……………………”   I have a photocopy of the rest 
of this Indenture, but the above shows the most interesting wording.  It should be said that the three cottages may have stood 
nearer the church than 1 and 2 Church View do now.  Originally both houses were not given a number and it is only in recent years 
that the two houses have been known as 1 and 2 Church View.  2 Church View may have once, a long time ago, been called Rose 
Cottage. 
 

Mr T.H. Woolway died on 21 November 1913 leaving the property to his niece Charlotte Woolway, by Abstract of Probate of Will, 
dated 05 February 1914.  John Skinner Horwill and Sydney Snell were executors of his will. 
 

23 April 1937 Letters of Administration to Sydney Snell, husband of Charlotte Woolway Snell who died 17 March 1937. 
 

12 September 1939 Assent to Sydney Snell as sole beneficiary of Estate of C.E.W. Snell his wife. 
 

25 March 1946 Conveyance of Church View from Mr S. Snell to Mr A.C. Gunn. 
 

The 1911 census shows the tenant of Church View as Adolphus England (Accountant),  Helen, (his wife) and Ethel Emie Mitchell 
(his daughter).  
 

At some point a Doctor’s surgery was held in a room 
at Church View, as was a Chiropodist’s surgery during 
Mum’s time.  
 

John Skinner Horwill and his wife, Charlotte (Lottie/
Granny Horwill) were tenants until Mr Horwill died in 
February 1944.  Dad (Bert Gunn) bought Church View 
at auction in the Victory Hall for £1,250, plus the land 
beside the Victory Hall, for £50.  He didn’t move in 
until the following March, allowing Granny Horwill to 
find somewhere else to live without her being rushed.  
She eventually moved into Vine Cottage, the one 
nearest the road.  
 

When Mr Snell was clearing out 2 Church View, he 
passed in Scrap Books, shell boxes, tiny oil lamps, 
sewing kits, manicure sets and story books which, I 
believe were marked at 1p.  One of the books was The 
Pied Piper of Hamelin.  As young children we were 
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 delighted with these items.  A Rayburn was installed in the 1950s by a man from Chulmleigh, and 
a bathroom in the 1960s by Gordon Boatfield and Malcolm Ridd.   
 

I can remember, as I stood by the front gate, Mrs Tipper, wife of George Tipper the Headmaster, 
asking me if I was looking forward to going to school. 
 

We had good views of any weddings at the church from our front bedroom windows and when 
there was a funeral, the wartime blackout blinds were pulled down in respect.  On one occasion 
the spare front room was used by an 
incoming priest, Revd Judd I think, for 
him to change into his garments before 
his inauguration.  When the fair was held 
in Bill Manning’s yard and field, a young 
girl from the top of the village fell in a 
cowpat and was brought across to 
Church View to be washed down!  Her 
mother gave Mum a box of Milk Tray the 
following week to say thank you.  The 
Revel was right on our doorstep and the 
scrambling for pennies and sweets took 
place in the road outside our front gate, 
whilst the Fancy Dress competition was 
on the Church Green, with every entrant 
standing on the War Memorial. 
 

Ann Cann (nee Gunn) 

The map from 1878, showing the  
Church and Church View land.  

THOUGHTS FROM THE ARK 
 

Spring cleaning comes to mind at this time of the year.  I’ve been sorting through all my 
paperwork.  A job I’ve kept putting back under the bed.  I came across one of my favourite 
stories, you may have heard or read it before, but it always makes me smile.  I thought it was 
worth an airing. 
 

Anyone who has dressed a child will understand this one. 
 

Did you hear of the primary school teacher who was helping one of her youngsters put on his boots?  Even with her pulling, and 
him pushing, the little boots still did not want to go on.  Finally, when the boots were on, she had worked up quite a sweat.   She 
almost cried when the little boy said, “Miss, they are on the wrong feet.”  She looked and sure enough, they were.  It wasn’t any 
easier pulling the boots off than it was putting them on.  She managed to keep cool as together they worked to put the boots back 
on, this time on the right feet.  He then announced, “These aren’t my boots.”  She bit her tongue rather than get right in his face 
and scream, “Why didn’t you say so?” like she wanted to.  Once again she struggled to help him get the ill-fitting boots off his little 
feet.  No sooner had they got the boots off, when he said, “They’re my brother’s boots.  My mum made me wear them.”  She 
didn’t know whether to laugh or cry.  She mustered up the grace and courage she had left to wrestle the boots back onto his feet 
again.  Helping him into his coat, she asked, “Now where are your gloves?”  He said, “I stuffed them into the toes of my boots.” 
 

Her trial starts next month. 
 

I have a book about children’s letters to God.  It always makes me smile when I read it. 
 

Nan wrote, “Dear God, I bet it’s very hard for you to love all of everybody in the whole world.  There are only four people in our 
family and I can never do it.” 
 

Another wrote, “Dear God, I didn’t think that orange went with purple until I saw the sunset you made on Tuesday.  That was 
cool.” 
 

Jesus was teaching the crowds and they brought the little children to him so he could lay his hands on them to bless and pray for 
them, but the disciples scolded those who had brought them, saying, “Don’t bother Jesus with this now.” Jesus overheard them 
and said “I want the children to come to me, so never stop them from coming.”  He welcomed the children at every opportunity. 
In fact that’s true for all of us, he will always welcome us.  He never will turn us away. 
 

Children are a gift.  They have the most amazing way of looking at life.  They grow up and the wonder of the child gets lost in all 
the stuff of life.  Enjoy your children while you can.  They are a blessing. 
 

We plan to shut The ARK in June for the Jubilee week but will be open on Friday 3 June 2 - 6pm for Afternoon Tea and cakes, when 
the exhibition of children’s work will be on display in The ARK and the church. 
 

Thank you as always for your continued support for The ARK and Foodbank. 
 

The Ladies at The ARK 

Granny (Lottie) Horwill and Mr Welsby.  Granny Horwell 
rented 1 Church View before moving to Challice Cottage in 
early 1947.   
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Photo by Hazel Morgan 

LAPFORD YOUTH CLUB 
 

The last twelve months have been an exciting time for Lapford Youth Club.  Around May last year, the Youth Club joined forces 
with High Five Friday.  This allowed the Youth Club to start taster sessions in the summer months with minimal cost as there were 
several toys, craft materials and pieces of equipment passed over from High Five Friday.  
 

Since September, the Youth Club has run High Five Thursdays for 7-12 years.  This has taken place the majority of weeks during 
term time.  The sessions that haven't taken place are mainly down to the spread of covid.   The Youth Club now has nearly 80 
children on its register aged between 7-16.  There is an average of 30-35 children that attend High Five Thursdays on a regular 
basis with around 45-50 regular attendees.  
 

In January, the Youth Club started to run 'The Drop In.'  These sessions cater for secondary school age children and we are getting 
an average of about ten children at each session.  Moving forward, it would be nice to see if we could recruit more volunteers for 
these sessions so they can run on a more regular basis.  I believe this will help to increase the numbers that come.  
 

During the winter months, the hall has had its limitations and there has not been enough space for the children to run around  
freely which they have found frustrating.  We have had to be very creative with trying to control the large number of children in a 
small space which at times has been stressful for the volunteers.  We have around 20 volunteers that put their time into helping at 
our sessions.  They are a truly dedicated team and I would like to thank each and every one of them for their continued energy and 
support. 
 

We have a fantastic group of children that attend the Youth Club but we do sometimes have issues with behaviour.  In recent 
months we have introduced a behaviour policy so that our expectations and consequences for breaking the rules are in black and 
white.  We have also introduced green cards for children who struggle to verbalise when they are anxious or upset.  The most 
recent addition is our house teams.  These are named after memorable or loved characters relating to children's work in Lapford 
(Parry, Partridge, Hemsworth, Gilpin). 
 

The #Don't poo where we play campaign made a splash on the back page of the Lapford Lookout.  There is more to come and I 
hope that this will help eradicate the problem of dog fouling on Lower Town Place and the village in general.  The children have 
also produced some of their own art work to support this campaign.  
 

This summer, the Youth Club looks forward to helping at the Jubilee celebrations with a disco on 3rd June.  This will be a family 
event and a good opportunity for the Youth Club to promote itself.  
 

A few of the volunteers will be helping put on a craft stall every few months at the village Market.  We are hoping this will  
encourage families to attend.  
 

One area that needs improving is more being put on social media and using social media to its full effect.  A parent volunteer has 
come forward to help so hopefully we will be able to move forward with this in the very near future.  
 

Looking ahead, I would like the committee to think about spending out some more money on toys and equipment, especially 
when entering the autumn months.  As we run on a weekly basis, I think the children would like to see a bigger variation of 
activities, especially when they can't be outdoors.  The committee might need to think about fundraising ideas towards this.   
 

I look forward to a bright future for the Youth Club and would like to thank the committee for their continued support.  
 

Cat Seymour 

RHUBARB COMPOTE  
TO SERVE WITH ICE CREAM 

OR YOGURT  
 

1 lb (500g) rhubarb  
3 0z (75g) brown sugar or honey [less 
if you prefer a sharper taste] 
a squeeze of lemon juice,  
a little vanilla extract.  
 

Wash and cut the rhubarb into bite size chunks, place in a 
saucepan and add the sugar, lemon juice and vanilla extract. 
Cook the rhubarb mixture 
very gently (to avoid break-
ing up the chunks) until 
tender. Cool and serve with 
vanilla ice cream or yo-
gurt.   
 

Paul Cleave  
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LIBRARIES UNLIMITED 
BOOKS ON WHEELS 

 

Do you have difficulty in getting to Crediton Library and 
carrying heavy books home to read?  Or even reaching the 
mobile library?  Would you like us to collect and deliver talking 
books, or large and normal printed ones of the 
kind that you enjoy, directly to your home free 
of charge?  If so, I will be happy to help.   
 

Peter Westcott - Telephone: 01363 83525 

NEED TRANSPORT  
TO YOUR  

MEDICAL APPOINTMENT? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lapford Voluntary Car Aid provides the residents of the 
village (including friends and family staying with you) with 
courteous, reliable, fully insured drivers to get you to your 
appointment safely and on time.  Bookings can be made by 
telephoning Grace Hill on 83178.  Current fares for the 
services covered are as follows: 
 

Bow Medical Centre - £5 
Chulmleigh Dental Practice - £5 

Chulmleigh Health Centre - £5 
Crediton (Breast Screening) - £6 

Crediton (Covid jab) - £6 
Crediton Community Hospital - £5 

Morchard Bishop Surgery - £3 
Redlands Health Centre - £6 

Winkleigh Surgery - £5 
 

We have LVCA drivers available to take anyone to have their 
Covid/flu vaccinations.  Please contact Grace as above.  

DEVON MOBILE LIBRARY STOPS 
 
 

 
 

Lapford 
Orchard Way: 13.30-14.55 

School: 15.00-16.00 
 

Nymet Rowland 
Opposite Village Hall: 12.30-12.50 

 

Every 4 weeks on Tuesdays 

NATIONAL BLOOD SERVICE 
 

Donations can be made at 
Boniface Centre, Crediton, 

on Tuesdays 21st June or 5th July 
at 13:10 to 15:15 

 

Call the donor helpline on 0300 123 23 23 
for more information or to check for cancellations 

 

Do something amazing - Give Blood! 

LAPFORD LOOKOUT  
ADVERTISING RATES AND POLICY 

Lapford Lookout has a circulation of 600 copies and the advertising of 
village events is free of charge.  There is a charge for all other 
advertisements and current advertising rates, payable in advance, 
are: 

 One eighth page:    £6 per month. 
 One quarter page:  £12 per month. 
 One half page:   £24 per month. 
 Whole page:   £48 per month. 

Pay for twelve months and you get one extra month, FREE!  Please 
send all advertising requests to the Editor in time to make the 
deadline of the 14th of each month for inclusion in the next issue.  
Please allow sufficient time to make your advance payment which 
may be by BACS or cheque.  Payment details will be on your invoice. 

I was walking past a farm 
and a sign read:  

“Duck, eggs!” 
I thought,  

“That’s an unnecessary comma.”   
Then it hit me. 

MORE BOOTS 
 

A horse had received a light kick on the cannon bone—nothing 
serious, just a little bruising.  The owner went into the local 
chemist’s to buy some Witch Hazel to apply to the bruised 
area. 
 

“Sorry,” said the pharmacist, “we’re out of Witch Hazel at the 
moment.  Why don’t you try Boots?” 
 

“Well,” replied the owner, “they might be ok for a tendon 
injury but this is just some mild bruising.” 
 

Source:  The Horse Lover’s Joke Book by Suzan St Maur 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

• Emergency numbers ~ 999 or 112 

• Childline ~ 0800 1111  

• Churches House Action Team ~ 01884 255606  

• Citizens Advice Bureau ~ 03444 111 444  
CAB Crediton ~ 01363 776210 (M, W, Th, 9-3) 

• Crediton Ring and Ride ~ 01363 773303 

• Crimestoppers ~ 0800 555 111 

• Dog Fouling/Fly Tipping 01884 255255 

• Environment Agency Floodline ~ 0845 9881188 

• Farming Community Network ~ 03000 111 999 

• Gas Emergency ~ 0800 111999  

• Highways (roads/lights/potholes) ~ 0345 155 1004 

• Mental Health Support Out of Hours ~ The Moorings 
@Devon ~ Exeter:   07990 790 920 or  

 Barnstaple: 07850 927 064   

• NHS for non urgent medical needs ~ 111 

• Patient Participation Group ~ Bill Graham ~ 01363 83047 

• Police Non-emergency ~ 101 

• Power cut ~ 105 or 0800 6783 105 

• RSPCA ~  0300 1234 999 

• Safeguarding concerns and Social Services ~ 0845 6000388 

• Samaritans ~ 116 123, 01271 374343, 01392 411711 

• SHOUT ~ Text 85258 for help from crisis volunteers 

• Water leaks or burst mains ~ 0800 230 0561 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL — www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

Cllr Peter Heal (Chair) 

 

Cllr Sue Briant-Evans (Vice Chair) 

Cllr Roy Andrews 

Cllr Julie Down 

Cllr Pat Gowie 

Cllr Stacey Lumsdon 

Cllr John Parsley 

Cllr Alex Shapland 

Cllr Abigail Whittaker 

Vacancy 

Locum Parish Clerk - Rob Martin 

District Cllr Clive Eginton 

County Cllr Margaret Squires 

Mel Stride MP 

Ashlands, Lapford, EX17 6AE 

 

Edgerley Cottage, Lapford, EX17 6AH 

Old Bakery, Park Road, Lapford, EX17 6QJ 

Rafters, Lapford, EX17 6QP 

Honeysuckle Cottage, 1 Park Road, Lapford. 

~ 

The Lindens, Lapford, EX17 6PU 

Homelands, Eastington Ln, Lapford. EX17 6QE 

Bashiba Barn, Wembworthy, EX18 7SH 

~ 

~ 

6 Moortown, Chawleigh, Chulmleigh, EX18 7EU 

Frostland Farm, Copplestone, EX17 5NY 

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 

Home - 01363 884277 / Office - 01363 775467 

peter.heal@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83763 / sue.briantevans@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07969 823256 / roy.andrews@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01363 83356 / julie.down@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07722 426650 / pat.gowie@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07891 556884 / stacey.lumsdon@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07889 168680 / john.parsley@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07738 690937 / alex.shapland@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

07565 768386 /abigail.whittaker@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

~ 

clerk@lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

01769 580830 / ceginton@middevon.gov.uk  

01363 84337 / margaret.squires@devon.gov.uk 

02072 197037 / mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Contact: 
Sue Briant-Evans - 01363 83763 

 

Village Contact: 
Roy Trevaskis - 01363 83742 

 

South of Taw/A377 Contact: 
Sue Briant-Evans - 01363 83763 

LAST POSTING TIMES AROUND THE VILLAGE 
 

   Mon-Fri   Saturday 
Eastington Cross  9.00p.m.  7.00 a.m. 
Woodland Cottage 9.00 a.m.  7.00 a.m. 
Industrial Estate  9.00 a.m.  7.00 a.m. 
Highfield  4.00 p.m.   10.15 a.m. 
Orchard Way  9.00 a.m.  7.00 a.m. 
Saxtons  4.00 p.m.  10.15 a.m. 
Morchard Road  5.00 p.m.  11.15 a.m. 

 

In addition, items left at the Post Office during opening hours 
will be posted that day via North Tawton. 

LAPFORD OUTREACH  
POST OFFICE 

 

OPENING HOURS: 
 

Monday  9.00 - 12.30 
Wednesday  9.00 - 12.30 
Friday  9.00 - 12.30 

LAPFORD PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 

www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY IN LAPFORD 

http://www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.lapfordparishcouncil.org.uk
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NAME OF SOCIETY CONTACT TELEPHONE / EMAIL 

 

 

 

Adventure Gaming 

Beginners Ballroom Dancing 

Books on Wheels 

Friends of Langannerie (twinning) 

Friends of Lapford Mill 

Friends of Lapford School  

Heart for Lapford Strategy Group (H4L)  

HOLD  

Ladies of Lapford (LOL) 

Lapford Allotment Society 

Lapford Amateur Dramatic Society 

Lapford and District Pre-school Playgroup 

Lapford ARK 

Lapford Association Football Club 

Lapford Book Club 

Lapford Choir 

Lapford Church Green 

Lapford Community Church 

Lapford Community Primary School 

Lapford Congregational Church 

 

Lapford Dog Club 

Lapford Emergency Action Plan Committee 

Lapford Emergency Response Team 

Lapford Foodbank  

Lapford Handbell Ringers 

Lapford High 5 (ages 7-12) 

Lapford Gardening Club 

Lapford Lookout 

Lapford Meat Bingo 

Lapford Pilates 

Lapford Over 60 Club 

Lapford Parish Church  

Lapford Platinum Jubilee Committee 

Lapford Poppy Appeal Organiser 

Lapford Project 2000 (LP2K) 

Lapford Regeneration Committee 

Lapford Revel 

Lapford Revel Volunteers 

Lapford Victory Hall & Lower Town Place  

Lapford Village Archive 

Lapford Village Market 

Lapford Voluntary Car Aid 

Lapford Youth Club Management Committee 

Lapford Youth and Playing Field Trust 

Lapstock  

Lower Town Place Gardening Group 

Nymet Rowland Village Pump 

Save Our Heritage Lapford 

Springers 4’s and under 

The Friends of St Thomas of Canterbury 

 

 

 

 

Mr Warren Clayburn 

Mr Steve Munday 

Mr Peter Westcott 

Mr Peter Henshaw 

Mr Alex Gater 

Mrs Kirsty Wensley 

Secretary 

Mr Bill Graham 

Mrs Joy Quickenden 

Mr Raymond Waldron 

Mr Ian Wilkie 

Mrs Lorraine Kigongo 

Miss Briony Clinch 

Mr Niall McAreavey 

Mrs Jill Doe 

Mrs Cat Seymour 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

Miss Briony Clinch 

~ 

Mr Peter Lacey 

 

Mrs Sara Thurgood 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

Mr Alex Gater 

Miss Briony Clinch 

Mr Steve Munday 

Mrs Cat Seymour 

Mrs Trish Mumford 

Mrs Beccy Fletcher 

Mrs Jayne Grover 

Steph Heard 

Mr Ron Kercher 

Mrs Joan Graham 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

Mrs Caroline Noon 

Mrs Sue Briant-Evans 

~ 

Mr Alex Gater 

~ 

Mr Darren Crump 

Ms Audrey McCormack 

Mrs Stacey Lumsdon 

Mrs Grace Hill  

Mr Steve Keable 

Mr Roy Andrews 

Mr Steve Keable 

Mr Andy Epstein 

Liz and Roland Smith 

Mrs Donna Egan 

Mrs Caroline Gilpin 

Mrs Prue Lambert 

 

 

 

 

01363 83095 / wmclayburn@gmail.com  

07798 684225 /steve@lowerfieldhouse.co.uk  

01363 83525 / pj.westcott@btinternet.com  

01837 89070 / petehenshaw@yahoo.co.uk  

07815 795918 / alex@lapfordmill.uk 

07977 825814 / kirstywensley4@gmail.com 

heart4lapford@aol.com  

01363 83047 / bg4847@aol.com 

01363 83245 / joyquickenden@gmail.com 

01363 83894 / ednawaldron@btinternet.com 

01363 83437 / i.wilkie45@btinternet.com 

01363 83162 / lkigongo@catpreschools.co.uk  

01363 83788  

01363 83733 / lapfordafc@gmail.com 

01363 83410 / sunnyside@jilldoe45.plus.com 

01363 884432 / cathryn_seymour@outlook.com 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

01363 83666 / admin@lapfordcc.org.uk 

01363 83292 / admin@lapford-primary.devon.sch.uk 

01363 884230 /  

lapfordcongregationalchurch@gmail.com 

01363 83081 / info@lapforddogclub.co.uk 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

07815 795918 / alex@lapfordmill.uk 

01363 83788  

07798 684225 / steve@lowerfieldhouse.co.uk  

01363 884432 / cathryn_seymour@outlook.com 

01363 83911 / james@mumfordj.plus.com 

01363 884211 / lapfordlookout@gmail.com 

07900 477247 

07773 010512 / steph.instructor@talktalk.net  

01363 83810 / lapfordover60@yahoo.com 

01363 83047 / jemg47@aol.com 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

01363 83863 / lapford.pao@gmail.com 

01363 83763 / susanbriantevans@gmail.com 

~ 

07815 795818 / alex@lapfordmill.uk 

revelvolunteers@gmail.com 

 07960 715553 / darrencrump99@hotmail.co.uk 
01363 83103 / archivelapford2022@gmail.com  
07891 556884 / lapfordvillagemarket@gmail.com  

01363 83178 / lvca2011.19@gmail.com  

07967 655045 / stevekeable@btinternet.com 

07969 823256 / r.andrews1950@icloud.com  

07967 655045 / steve.keable@btinternet.com 

amepstein55@gmail.com 

01363 884446 / pump@incywincyweb.com 

01363 83732 / donnaegan84@gmail.com 

01363 83674 / caroline@gilpin.eclipse.co.uk 

01363 83150 / pruelambert@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:wmclayburn@gmail.com
mailto:petehenshaw@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:heart4lapford@aol.com
mailto:steph.instructor@talktalk.net
mailto:archivelapford2022@gmail.com
mailto:lvca2011.19@gmail.com
mailto:r.andrews1950@icloud.com
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CELEBRATING HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN’S 
PLATINUM JUBILEE IN LAPFORD! 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

H.M. THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS IN LAPFORD 
 

Thursday June 2nd 
Family Disco in the Victory Hall 6-30 to 8-30 p.m. 

Ozzy Dee entertains 7-00 to 9-00p.m. Lower Town Place. 
Lighting of the Jubilee Beacon 9-15 p.m. Lower Town Place. 

BBQ, Chips, Music. 
 

Friday June 3rd 
Art competition display in the Ark 2-00 until 5-00 pm. 

Tea and cake on offer. 
Treasure trail around the village, book in at the Ark from 2-00p.m. 

Archive exhibition in the Parish Church. 
 

Saturday June 4th 
Judging of the Best Dressed House Competition from 10-00 a.m. 
Judging of the best Jubilee Planter Competition from 10-00 a.m. 

Hog Roast at the Malt Scoop. 
 

Sunday June 5th 
Jubilee Service in the Parish Church 11-00 a.m. 

The Church bells will be rung. 
Big Jubilee Picnic on Lower Town Place from 1-00 p.m. 

Live music. 
Children’s Games. 

Cream teas available from 3-30 p.m. 
Jubilee Prize Giving. 

 

Reminders : 
Art Competition entries – An A4 Portrait of the Queen – hand in to The Ark by 20th May. 

Best Dressed House and Best Jubilee Planter Competitions – be ready for judging from 10-00 a.m. on Saturday June 4th. 


